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Short Biography: 

After 34 years on the faculty at Stanford University, I retired as Professor of Linguistics in 2006.  

I still teach the occasional course and continue to work in three main areas: African linguistics, 
English words, and applications of linguistics to language teaching and to brand names. I have 
done field work in Niger, Nigeria, Ghana, and Côte d’Ivoire on tone and intonation in Chadic and 
Kwa languages, and I have collaborated on books and digital materials for teaching Hausa. 

On English words, I co-authored two editions of English Vocabulary Elements, published by 
Oxford University Press. A third edition, co-authored with Brett Kessler, is in press.  

My most recent book, co-authored with Brett Kessler, is a totally revised edition of Anatole 
Lyovin’s Introduction to the Languages of the World for Oxford University Press. Currently I am 
working on a new book for Oxford University Press, Advertising and the Language of Persuasion, 
based on Stanford courses from spring quarter, 2016-17 and 2018-19. 

Since 1989 I have worked with the linguistics program at Lexicon Branding, Inc. My role has 
been to apply linguistic research to creating and evaluating brand names. 
 
Academic Degrees: 
  Ph.D., 1973, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (Linguistics) 
  M.A., 1968, Northwestern University (Linguistics) 
  B.A., 1965, Boston College (Modern Language) 
 
Awards: 
  Officier de l’Ordre du Mérite Ivoirien: awarded by the government of Côte d’Ivoire for 

contributions to the study of its languages, 2014 
  Plaques recognizing contributions to African linguistics, Ohio University, 2000, and University 

of Florida at Gainesville, 1996 
  Dean’s Award for Distinguished Teaching, Stanford University, 1976-77 
  

Academic Positions: 
  Professor of Linguistics Emeritus, Stanford University, 2003 to present 
  Professor of Linguistics, Stanford University, 1986-2003 
  Chair, Department of Linguistics, Stanford University, 1988-1992 
  Associate Professor of Linguistics, Stanford University, 1978-86 
  Assistant Professor of Linguistics and African Languages, Stanford University, 1972-78 
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