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Academic Appointments

2016 - present

2014 - 2016

2013 -2014

2012 -2013

2007 - 2012

Education

2008 - 2014

2010 -2013

2008 - 2010

2002 - 2007

Department of Religious Studies, Stanford University
Assistant Professor

Center for Japanese Studies, University of California, Berkeley
Shinjo Ito Postdoctoral Fellow in Japanese Buddhism

Department of East Asian Studies, University of Gottingen, Germany
Research Associate (Wissenschaftliche Mitarbeiterin)

Headquarters of the Soto School, Tokyo, Japan
Research Fellow

Research Institute for Japanese Music Historiography, Ueno Gakuen
University, Japan
Visiting Researcher

Ph.D., Ludwig-Maximilians-University Munich, Germany
Major: Japanese Studies, Minor: Chinese Studies
Dissertation: “A Local History of Buddhist Rituals in Japan: Koshiki at the

Final Grade: summa cum laude

Ph.D. Student, Komazawa University, Japan
Major: Buddhist Studies

Graduated with manki taigaku Jifi #13R 5 (i.e., completed course work)

Research Student, Komazawa University, Japan
Major: Buddhist Studies

M.A., University of Hamburg, Germany

Major: Japanese Studies, Minors: Chinese Studies and Musicology
M.A. Thesis: “The Rakan koshiki of the Sotd School: Translation and
Analysis of a Liturgical Text” (awarded with the Karl H. Ditze Prize)
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1997 - 2000 Berklee College of Music, Boston
B.M., Major: Professional Music (Performance and Jazz Composition)

Fellowships and Honors

2014 - 2016 Shinjo Ito Postdoctoral Fellowship in Japanese Buddhism
University of California, Berkeley

2008 - 2013 Japanese Government Scholarship for Research Students
Komazawa University, Japan

2008 - 2010 Scholarship of the German Academic Exchange Service

2008 Karl H. Ditze Award

M.A. thesis, University of Hamburg

2007 - 2008 Bukkyd Dendd Kyokai Fellowship
Research Institute for Japanese Music Historiography, Ueno Gakuen
University, Japan

2004 Japan Foundation Scholarship
Japanese-Language Program for Researchers and Postgraduate Students
Osaka, Japan

Publications
Book Project

Submitted = Memory, Music, and Manuscripts: The Ritual Dynamics of Buddhist Ceremonials in
forreview  Japanese Soto Zen Buddhism

Edited Volume

2016 Co-edited with Barbara Ambros and James Ford. Koshiki in Japanese Buddhism.
Special Issue of the Japanese Journal of Religious Studies 43/1. Nagoya: Nanzan
Institute of Religion and Culture.

Articles and Book Chapters

Submitted  “Change and Innovation in Buddhist Rituals: Composing Modern Zen Ceremonies in
for review  Contemporary Japan.”

2017 “Prayer Beads in Japanese Sotd Zen.” In Zen and Material Culture, edited by Pamela
Winfield and Steven Heine, 102-136. Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press.

2016 “Vocalizing the Lament over the Buddha’s Passing: A Study of Myoe’s Shiza
koshiki.” In Koshiki in Japanese Buddhism. Special Issue of the Japanese Journal of
Religious Studies 43/1: 89-130. Nagoya: Nanzan Institute of Religion and Culture.
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2016

2016

2015

2013

2013

2013

2012

2012
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“Myoe’s Nehan koshiki: An Annotated Translation.” In online supplement 2. Koshiki
in Japanese Buddhism. Special Issue of the Japanese Journal of Religious Studies
43/1: 1-20. Nagoya: Nanzan Institute of Religion and Culture.

With Barbara Ambros and James Ford: “Editors’ Introduction.” In Koshiki in
Japanese Buddhism. Special Issue of the Japanese Journal of Religious Studies 43/1:
1-15. Nagoya: Nanzan Institute of Religion and Culture.
Partial Italian Translation forthcoming: Mross, Michaela, James Ford, and
Barbara R. Ambros (transl. by Laura Silvestri). “Il koshiki nel Buddhismo
giapponese.” In Le donne nell'ordine monastico buddhista: La cerimonia
dedicata ad Ananda come rito di affermazione. Myo Edizioni.

“Vocalizing the Remembrance of Dogen: A Study of the Shinpen hoon koshiki.” In
Dogen and Soto Zen, edited by Steven Heine, 210-234. Oxford/New York: Oxford
University Press.

wo chiishin ni BEEHEEFSF & Mk ILEERIZHOWT () — SRS 2 ER ]
& g (LEEnBE ) % HCa 2 — (On the Buddhist Ceremonial for Gasan at Sojiji in
Noto 2: An Analysis of the Procedures of the Memorial Services of the Two
Venerable Ones and the Verses of the Buddhist Ceremonial for Gasan).” Sotoshii
kenkyitin kenkyi kiyo 43 HR = FEEAFFEAC TR 43 5 163-187.

“Koyasan z0 Sakujitsu Rakan koshiki ni tsuite: S6toshii no Rakan koshiki to no
hikaku & 87 (L [91 B #EaE ] (2 oW T—ERZEO TR & ok
— (On the Buddhist Ceremonial for the Arhats of Mt. Kdya with a Comparison to
the Buddhist Ceremonial for the Arhats of the S6td School).” In Ronshii bungaku to
ongakushi: shiika kangen no sekai Ftk 3UF & B —FrRE L O —, edited
by Iso Mizue, 317-340. Osaka: Izumi shoten.

wo chiishin ni #5757 D A RUICBI T 2 B —FMH AR RG-SR &

(301 2902 — (A Study of the Memorial Services for Gasan Joseki at Sojiji
based on the Offertory Declaration and the Central Text of the Buddhist Ceremonial
for Gasan).” Shitkyogaku ronshii 32 775 FmE 55 32 #H: 107-136.

Transmission Lineages).” Indogaku Bukkyogaku Kenkyii 61 Fl1JE AL 5
61 5: 26-30.

“Buddhistische Rezitationskunst in den Shingon-Schulen am Beispiel des Shiza
koshiki.” In Religiose Tradierung in Japan, edited by Katja Triplett, 17-53. Halle:
Universititsverlag Halle-Wittenberg.



2012

2012

2011

2010

2009

2009

“Noto Sojiji to Gasan koshiki ni tsuite BEXHMEFTF & [k LEEZ (25T (On
gakujutsu taikai kiyo 13 B{FRFZRR GG o 2 —FINRKSALES 13 5 315-
320.

“Rankei Doryii Rakan koshiki ni tsuite: Sono seiritsu to denpa wo chiishin ni B 5%1H
Ve MR ] (2 2\ T—Z DR & As#k % H0 12— (On the Composition
and Transmission of Rankei Doryw’s Buddhist Ceremonial for the Arhats).”
Indogaku bukkyogaku kenkyii 60 FIJEE 7L FEFEE 60 5 682-687.

“Sotoshil ni okeru Rakan koshiki no hensen B 5% 235 1F 2 FEEGE DL (The

Ritual Dynamics of the Buddhist Ceremonial for the Arhats in the S6t6 School).”

Sotoshii sogo kenkyiisentd gakujutsu taikai kiyo 12 EIRGHRAWE 1 o & —2#iT
SRCEEERS 12 5 479-484.

“Sotoshtl no hoon koshiki ni kansuru kosatsu: Butsuji koshiki to Tojo dento koshiki ni
tsuite B 7% D HEGE U BT 5 B —h2&aE U & T ARSI > V» T —
(Buddhist Ceremonials for Eminent Monks in the S6td School: A Study of the
Buddhist Ceremonial for Zen Master Butsuji and the Buddhist Ceremonial for the
History of the Soté School).” Indogaku bukkyogaku kenkyii 58/2 FI1JE =5 ZBU5-0F 5%
58/2: 166-1609.

“A Survey of the Literature on shomyo in Europe and America.” In Bukkyo seigaku
ni kiku kanjion: bonbai ni koin wo saguru {0 3R < B — AR iR A
£ % —, 206-214. Tokyo: Nishogakusha Daigaku.

“Obei ni okeru shomyé kanren bunken no genjd MR NZ 3517 2 75 BH BSHE STk D B
tK (A Survey of the Literature on shomyo in Europe and America).” In Bukkyo
seigaku ni kiku kanjion: bonbai ni koin wo saguru {LZ8075 F 28 < BEF5 —AEHIC
HHEE &R D —, 197-205. Tokyo: Nishogakusha Daigaku.

Book Reviews

2014

2012

Book note on Kevin Gray Carr: Plotting the Prince: Shotoku Cults and the Mapping
of Medieval Japanese Buddhism, Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 2012.
Religious Studies Review 40/3: 171-172.

Book Note on Paula Arai: Bringing Zen Home: The Healing Heart of Japanese
Women's Rituals, Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 2011. Religious Studies
Review 39: 52.

Entries in Dictionaries

2014
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“Hakase & 1:,” “Hyobyaku 7% [1,” “Shichisan VU543, “Shika hoyo VU &4 2,”
“Shomyo 7 B, and “Wasan F138.” In Digital Dictionary of Buddhism, edited by



2012

Charles Muller (http://www.buddhism-dict.net/ddb/)

“Koshiki ##x\" and “Shiza koshiki PUJAEE#% =" In Digital Dictionary of Buddhism,
edited by Charles Muller (http://www.buddhism-dict.net/ddb/)

Conference Papers and Invited Lectures

2019

2019

2019

2018

2017

2017

2017

2016

2016

2015

2015
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Panelist in the section “Spiritual Practice.” International Workshop on “Learning
Religion: Spiritual Practices, Texts, Institutions, and Imaginaries,” Stanford
University, April 11.

Presentation on “Prayer Beads in Japanese Buddhism” and Roundtable Discussant.
Conference: “The Roots of Dogen Studies: Symposium on the Life and Thought of
Zen Master Dogen,” Florida International University, March 29.

“New Perspectives on Rituals in Sotd Zen Buddhism.” Princeton University,
Department of Religion, January 14.

“Buddhist Chant in Japanese Sotd0 Zen: From Traditional Ceremonies to Crossover
Rituals.” Association for Asian Studies (AAS) Annual Conference in Washington,
DC, Panel: “Singing to Buddha: Buddhist Music in Contemporary Asia,” March 22.

“Singing in Praise of the Buddha Patriarchs: Shomyo koshiki in Japanese Sotd Zen.”
International Symposium on Buddhist Aesthetics, Stanford University, November 9.

“Buddhist Liturgy in Japan: A Study of Koshiki Manuscripts in their Ritual Context.”
Workshop: “Tracing Evidences for Rituals in Manuscripts,” Centre for the Study of
Manuscript Cultures, University of Hamburg, Germany, May 19.

“Just singing: Koshiki in Contemporary Sotd Zen.” Harvard Buddhist Studies Forum,
Harvard University, May 1.

“The Mandalization of Prayer Beads in Kirigami.” Annual Meeting of the American
Academy of Religion (AAR), San Antonio, Zen Reading Group, November 19.

“Singing and Enacting the Dharma: Koshiki as Preaching Literature in Medieval
Japan.” AAS-in-ASIA in Kyoto, Japan, Panel: “Between Performance and the Page:
Buddhist Preaching in East Asia,” June 26.

“Chanting with the Dragon’s Voice: Music and Musical Notation in Japanese Soto
Zen.” Symposium on “Buddhist Ritual Music,” University of California, Berkeley,
November 6.

“‘Can you hear the great sound of the holy footsteps?” A Case Study of the 650th
Memorial Service of the Sotd monk Gasan Joseki.” Association for Asian Studies
(AAS) Annual Conference in Chicago, Panel: “Grand Death Anniversaries in

Contemporary Japanese Buddhism: Remembrance, Rejuvenation, and Proselytizing,”
March 28.



2015 “Buddhist Music, Rituals, and Founder Worship: The Development of Koshiki in the
Sotd School.” UCLA Asia Institute, Collogium Talk, February 27.

2014 “Rituale im Wandel: Interperformativitdt und rituelle Rahmen am Beispiel eines
buddhistischen Zeremonials fiir die Sechzehn Arhats (Rituals on the Move:
Interperformativity and Ritual Frames on the Example of a Buddhist Ceremonial for
the Sixteen Arhats).” Conference of the Study Group Premodern Japanese Literature
on “Literature and Ritual,” University of Gottingen, Germany, June 28.

2014 “Remembering Keizan Jokin and the History of the S6td School: Founder Worship,
Institutional Identity, and Temple Rivalries.” International Symposium on
“Communities of Memory: Reimagining and Reinventing the Past in East Asian
Buddhism,” University of Hamburg, Germany, May 24.

2014 “The Independence Movement of Sojiji: A Milestone in the Formation of Modern
Sotd Zen.” Association for Asian Studies (AAS) Annual Conference in Philadelphia,
Panel: “Constructing Modern Sotd Zen Institutional Identity: The Role of Temple
Images, Rivalries, Crossovers,” March 30.

2013 “Rituals and Fluid Texts: A Study of Buddhist Ceremonials at the Zen Temple Sojiji.”
Poster presentation at the Meeting of the German Association for the Study of
Religions, Gottingen, Germany, September 11-14.

2013 “Zenshil no koshiki kenkyii ni tsuite #5% DaEEAMFFEIZ DOV T (Research on
Buddhist Ceremonials of the Zen Schools).” Komazawa daigaku bukkyo gakkai,
Tokyo, Japan, January 26.

2012 “Die Arhats als Beschiitzer im Zen-Buddhismus (The Arhats as Protectors in the Zen
Schools).” 15th German Japanese Studies Conference, University of Zurich,
Switzerland, August 28.

2012 “Rituals in Zen Temples in Kamakura.” Guest lecture during the lecture series
“Kamakura Zen no genryil $i/8 # O (The Origins of Zen Buddhism in
Kamakura),” Adult Education Center, Yokosuka, Japan, July 31.

2012 “Keizan Jokin to Butsuji koshiki ni tsuite Z2 [IFAEE & [{AZGE] 1[2H>W T
(Keizan Jokin and the Buddhist Ceremonial for Zen Master Butsuji).” Annual
Conference of the Japanese Association of Indian and Buddhist Studies, Tsurumi
University, Yokohama, Japan, June 30.

2012 “Shomyo 75 B (Japanese Buddhist Chant).” Guest lecture during the course “History
of Music,” Senzoku Gakuen College of Music, Kawasaki, Japan, May 1.

2012 “Interperformativitit und Wandel Buddhistischer Rituale: Eine lokalgeschichtliche

Ludwig-Maximilians-University Munich, Germany, February 9.
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2011

2011

2011

2011

2011

2011

2010

2010

2009

2009

2009

“Shinshutsu shiryd Gasan ké kada ni tsuite 37 H S80EE Tg ILGEEMFE] 125UV T (On
the newly discovered Verses for the Buddhist Ceremonial for Gasan).” 13th
Conference of the S6td School Research Center, Tokyo, Japan, October 26.

“Rankei Doryil Rakan koshiki ni tsuite BEe1E % [FEEFER (22T (On Rankei
Doryt’s Buddhist Ceremonial for the Arhats).” Annual Conference of the Japanese
Association of Indian and Buddhist Studies, Rytikoku University, Kyoto, Japan,
September 8.

“Shomyo-Gesinge der Soto-Zen-Schule Japans (Buddhist Chant of the Japanese Soto
Zen School).” Introductory lecture at the music festival Himmel auf Erden, Shomyo
Concert of the Ensemble “Zen Kiige Ryiigin kai,” Wittenberg, Germany, June 30.

“Rhetorik in Buddhistischen Zeremonialen (koshiki) der Soto-Schule (Rhetoric in
the koshiki of the Sotd School).” Rhetoric in Premodern Japan, Conference of the
Premodern Japanese Literature Study Group, Eberhard Karls University Tuebingen,
Tuebingen, Germany, May 28.

“Ritual und Rhetorik: Strategien Buddhistischer Zeremoniale (koshiki) im Zen”
(Ritual and Rhetoric: Strategies of koshiki in Zen Buddhism).” Ludwig-Maximilians-
University Munich, Munich, Germany, May 26.

“Kenchoji no Rakan koshiki o megutte &t 5= <F DFEHEGE (%A 8 <> T (On the
Buddhist Ceremonial for the Arhats at the Temple Kenchdji).” Kamakura Zen
Kenkyiikai, Kamakura, Japan, February 17.

“Sotoshil ni okeru Rakan koshiki no hensen B 5% 235 1F 2 FEEE DL (The
Ritual Dynamics of the Buddhist Ceremonial for the Arhats in the So6td School).” 12th
Conference of the S6td School Research Center, Tokyo, Japan, October 28.

“Shomyé 75 B (Japanese Buddhist Chant).” Guest lecture during the course “History
of Music,” Senzoku Gakuen College of Music, Kawasaki, Japan, May 26.

“The Vocal Performance of Koshiki: A Study of the Shiza koshiki in the Shingon
Schools.” Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion (AAR), Montreal,
Canada, Panel: “Points of View on the History of Koshiki: Discourse and
Performativity of a Liturgical Genre,” November 8.

“Sotoshti no hoon koshiki ni kansuru kosatsu: Butsuji koshiki to Tojo dento koshiki ni
tsuite H 5RO WEGEAUZ RS 2 B8 — G & I AU > T —
(On Buddhist Ceremonials for Eminent Monks in the S6td School: A Study of the
Buddhist Ceremonial for Zen Master Butsuji and the Buddhist Ceremonial on the
History of the Soto School).” Annual Conference of the Japanese Association of
Indian and Buddhist Studies, Otani University, Kyoto, Japan. September 8.

“The Development of Hoon Koshiki in the So6td School: Hagiography in a Ritual
Context.” 13th Asian Studies Conference Japan, Sophia University, Tokyo, Japan,
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Panel: “Over One Thousand Years of Koshiki: Points of View on the History and
Performance of a Buddhist Ritual Genre,” June 21.

2008 “The Rakan koshiki: A Worship Ritual as a Form of Discourse in the S6t6 School.”
12th European Association for Japanese Studies Conference, Lecce, Italy, September
21.

2006 “The Performance of shomyo in koshiki: A Sounding World of Japanese Soto Zen.”

University of Hamburg, Germany, Lecture Series: Religious Music in Asia and
Africa, January 10.

Courses Taught

Assistant Professor, Stanford University, Religious Studies
RELIGST 6N: Religion in Anime and Manga

RELIGST 8N: Gardens and Sacred Space in Japan

RELIGST 55: Exploring Zen Buddhism

RELIGST 290: Majors Seminar

RELIGST 297: Senior Essay/Honors Essay Research
RELIGST 217/317: The Lotus Sutra in Japanese Buddhism
RELIGST 228/328: The Buddha’s Word at Stanford
RELIGST 253/353: Recent Research on Japanese Buddhism
RELIGST 258/358: Readings in Japanese Buddhist Texts

Visiting Lecturer, University of California, Berkeley
Buddstd C115: Japanese Buddhism

Research Associate, University of Gottingen, Germany
Introduction into the Terminology of Religious Studies
Japanese Gardens as Places of Healing

Zen and the Fox God: Religions in Contemporary Japan
History of Chan/Zen Buddhism

Professional Development

09/2018 - 05/2019  “Course Design Institute,” Vice Provost for Teaching and Learning, Stanford
University

04/2013 - 07/2014  Eight workshops on teaching in higher education at the University of
Gottingen (in total 76 hours)
Topics included designing new courses, teaching writing skills, cultivating
student engagement, advising students, and using excursions as opportunities
for learning.
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Professional Service

Stanford University

2018 - 2019 Served on the search committee for an assistant professor in Tantric
Buddhism and/or Buddhism of the Himalayas

2019 Served on the appointment committee for a postdoc in the Ho Center for
Buddhist Studies

2017 -2018 Participated in collaboration to redesign the course “Religion Around the
Globe”

2016 - 2018 Co-organized Women PhD student support group (together with Kathryn Gin
Lum)

Academic Associations
11/2016 - Steering committee, Japanese Religions Unit, American Academy of Religion

04/2010 - 03/2011  Vice President of the Research Association of Buddhist Studies at Komazawa

University
Editorial Boards
2019 - Hualin International Journal of Buddhist Studies
2019 - Journal of Chan Buddhism: East Asian and Global Perspectives

Organization of Conferences, Lecture Series, and Panels
Fall 2016 Conference “Buddhist Ritual Music” (assisted in organizing)
University of Berkeley, California

Summer 2015 Lecture Series “Ostasien und die Macht heiliger Kldnge (East Asia and the
Power of Sacred Sounds)” (together with Katja Triplett and Birgit Abels)
University of Gottingen, Germany

03/2015 Panel “Grand Death Anniversaries in Contemporary Japanese Buddhism:
Remembrance, Rejuvenation, and Proselytizing”
Association for Asian Studies Annual Conference, Chicago, USA

06/2014 Conference “Literature and Ritual,” 14th Meeting of the Premodern Japanese
Literature Study Group (together with Katja Triplett)
University of Gottingen, Germany

11/2009 Panel “Points of View on the History of Koshiki: Discourse and
Performativity of a Liturgical Genre”
Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion (AAR), Montreal,
Canada
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06/2009 Panel “Over One Thousand Years of Koshiki: Points of View on the History
and Performance of a Buddhist Ritual Genre”
13th Asian Studies Conference Japan, Sophia University, Tokyo, Japan

Winter 2005/06 Lecture Series “Religious Music in Asia and Africa®
University of Hamburg, Germany

Additional Service
2017 Co-curator of the exhibition “The Buddha’s Word @ Stanford” at the Cantor
Arts Center, Stanford University

2011 Concert Tour of the Buddhist Priest Choir Zen Kiige Ryiigin Kai
Wittenberg, Stuttgart, and Cologne
Assistant Organizer, Interpreter, and Master of Ceremonies

Languages
German, English, French (reading ability), Japanese, Classical Japanese, Classical Chinese

Professional Affiliations

American Academy of Religion

Association for Asian Studies

Japanese Association of Indian and Buddhist Studies
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