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Education:
A.B. Harvard College, 1975 - Biology
Ph.D. Stanford University, 1981 - Biology

Positions Held:
1981 - 1984 Assistant Professor, Biology, University of Utah
1984 - 2002 Staff Scientist, Carnegie Institution of Washington
1986 - 1989 Assistant Professor by courtesy, Stanford University
1989 - 1996 Associate Professor by courtesy, Stanford University
1996 - 2005 Professor by courtesy, Stanford University
2002 - 2016 Director, Department of Global Ecology, Carnegie Institution
2005 - 2016 Faculty Director, Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve
2005 - 2016 Senior Fellow by courtesy, Freeman Spogli Institute
for International Studies
2005 - present  Professor, Department of Biology, Stanford University
2008 - present  Professor, Department of Earth System Science,
Stanford University
2008 - present  Senior Fellow, Woods Institute for the Environment,
Stanford University
2009 - present  Senior Fellow, Precourt Institute for Energy, Stanford University
2012 —present  Melvin and Joan Lane Professor for Interdisciplinary Environmental
Studies, Stanford University
2016 —present  Perry L. McCarty Director, Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment

Major Boards:
2013 -2019 Harvard University Board of Overseers
2016 —present WWF US Board of Directors
2018 —present  California Academy of Sciences Board of Trustees

Chris Field is the Perry L. McCarty Director of the Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment
and Melvin and Joan Lane Professor for Interdisciplinary Environmental Studies. His research
focuses on climate change, ranging from work on improving climate models, to prospects for
renewable energy systems, to community organizations that can minimize the risk of a tragedy of
the commons. Field was the founding director of the Carnegie Institution’s Department of
Global Ecology, a position he held from 2002 to 2016. From 2008 to 2015, he was co-chair of
Working Group Il of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, where he led the effort on
the [IPCC Special Report on “Managing the Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters to Advance
Climate Change Adaptation” (2012) and the Working Group Il contribution to the IPCC Fifth
Assessment Report (2014) on Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability. He is a recipient of the
Japan Prize, the Heinz Award, the Max Plank Research Award, the BBVA Foundation Frontiers


http://www.global-ecology.org/

of Knowledge Award, the Roger Revelle Medal, and the Stephen H. Schneider Award for
Outstanding Science Communication. Field was elected to membership in the National Academy
of Sciences (2001) and the American Philosophical Society (2022), as well as fellowships in the
American Association for the Advancement of Science (2009), the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences (2010), the Ecological Society of America (2012), the American Geophysical
Union (2014), and the California Academy of Sciences (2015). Field received his PhD from
Stanford in 1981.
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