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Education

2015 - Stanford University, Stanford, CA, USA
Ph.D., Political Science expected: 2021
Fields: Comparative Politics, International Relations,
Political Methodology

Comittee: Anna Grzymala-Busse (chair), Vicky Fouka,
Jens Hainmueller, and Jonathan Rodden

M.A., Political Science 2019

2013 - 2015 Yale University, New Haven, CT, USA
Visiting Assistant in Research, Political Science 2014 - 2015
Exchange Scholar, Political Science 2013 - 2014

2009 - 2015 Heidelberg University, Heidelberg, Germany
M.A., Political Science 2015
B.A., Political Science 2012

Academic Affiliations

2016 - Graduate Fellow, Immigration Policy Lab, Stanford

Research Interests

Domestic migration; unauthorized immigration; remittances; political representation; authoritarian
regimes; popular support for democracy; democratic backsliding; data visualization; GIS.

Publications

Peer-Reviewed Journals

4. “Multiple Measurements, Elusive Agreement, and Unstable Outcomes in the Study of Regime
Change” (with Ellen Lust). Journal of Politics 80(2): 736-741. 2018. [link]

3. “Providing driver’s licenses to unauthorized immigrants in California improves traffic safety” (with
Jens Hainmueller and Duncan Lawrence). Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 114(16):
4111-4116. 2017. [link]

2. “Conditions of civilian control in new democracies: an empirical analysis of 28 ‘third wave’ democ-
racies” (with David Kuehn, Aurel Croissant, Jil Kamerling, and André Strecker). European Political
Science Review 9(3): 425-447. 2017. [link]

1. “Wahlen, Strategien autokratischer Herrschaftssicherung und das Überleben autokratischer Regierun-
gen” [“Elections, strategies of autocratic power maintenance and the survival of autocratic regimes”]
(with Aurel Croissant). Zeitschrift für Vergleichende Politikwissenschaft 8(3): 329-355. 2014. [link]
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Other

1. “Eine Antwort auf die Replik von Kailitz und Tanneberg zu unserem Beitrag ‘Wahlen, Strategien
autokratischer Herrschaftssicherung und das Überleben autokratischer Regierungen’” (with Aurel
Croissant). Zeitschrift für Vergleichende Politikwissenschaft 9(3): 183-193. 2015. [link]

Working Papers

- “When Democracy Brings Insecurity: How Economic Insecurity Shapes Democracy Dissatisfaction
in Post-Socialist Countries.” 2020. under review. [link]

- “Towards a Unified Concept of Democratic Backsliding” (with Haemin Jee and Rachel Myrick).
2020. under review. [link]

- “Licensing the Insured: Providing Driver Licenses to Unauthorized Immigrants Does Not Impact
Auto Insurance in California” (with Micah Mumper). 2020. under review. [link]

- “Licensed to Drive, but not to Work: The Impact of AB60 on Unauthorized Employment in Cali-
fornia.” IPL Working Paper 19-05. 2019. under review. [link]

- “We Don’t Need No Education: Resource Endowments and the Demand for Social Service Provision”
(with Ellen Lust). 2019. under review.

- “A Little Lift in the Iron Curtain: Emigration Restrictions and the Stability of Closed Regimes.”
2020.

- “Electoral Cycles in Closed Autocracies: Evidence from Petitions in the former German Democratic
Republic.” 2020.

Work in progress

Book projects

- “When the Voice Exits: The Political Consequences of Domestic Migration” (dissertation project).

- “Migration and Urbanization in sub-Saharan Africa” (with Pierre Landry, Ellen Lust, and Erica
Metheney).

Papers

- “Patterns and Consequences of Domestic Migration in the former GDR.”

- “Do Local Policies Attract or Deter Unauthorized Immigrants?”

- “Remittances and the Supply of Public Goods in Mexico.”

- “Where is the Party? Evidence on Political Campaigning in Australia, Germany, and the United
States.”
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Fellowships, Grants, and Awards

Fall 2020 Dissertation Fellowship, IRiSS, Stanford ($5,500)
Institute for Humane Studies ($5,000)

Spring 2020 Grant for survey experiments in the social sciences, IRiSS, Stanford ($2,000)

Fall 2019 Charles Koch Foundation ($24,917)

Fall 2018 Graduate Research Opportunity Fund, Stanford ($4,890)
Shultz Graduate Student Fellowship in Economic Policy, SIEPR, Stanford ($4,890)
Graduate Student Grant, The Europe Center, Stanford ($3,500)
Small grant, Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society, Stanford ($2,500)
Small research grant, Freeman Spogli Institute, Stanford ($1,500)

Summer 2018 Graduate Student Grant, The Europe Center, Stanford ($4,000)
Collaborative Research Fellowship, Immigration Policy Lab, Stanford ($4,500)

Summer 2017 Graduate Student Grant, The Europe Center, Stanford ($4,250)
Collaborative Research Fellowship, Immigration Policy Lab, Stanford ($4,500)

2015 Award for the best M.A. graduate in political science, Heidelberg University

2012 - 2015 German National Scholarship Program, Heidelberg University

2013 - 2014 Baden-Wuerttemberg/Connecticut Exchange Scholarship for the study at Yale
University

2013 - 2014 Scholarship of the Baden-Wuerttemberg Foundation for the study at Yale University

2012 Award for the best B.A. graduate in political science, Heidelberg University

Research Experience

Summer 2019 Research Assistant for Professor Anna Grzymala-Busse

Summer 2018 Collaborative Research Fellow, Immigration Policy Lab, Stanford
Research Assistant, Legal Design Lab, Stanford
Archival Research, German Federal Archives, Berlin
Data collection, Federal Statistical Office, Düsseldorf

Winter 2018 Research Assistant for Professor Michael Tomz, Stanford

Summer 2017 Collaborative Research Fellow, Immigration Policy Lab, Stanford
Archival Research, German Federal Archives & Stasi Records Agency, Berlin

Summer 2016 Research Assistant for the Immigration Policy Lab, Stanford
Research Assistant for Professor Karen L. Jusko, Stanford

May 2014 - July 2015 Research Assistant for Professor Ellen Lust, Yale

Jan 2014 - July 2015 Research Assistant for Professor Margaret E. Peters, Yale

Jan - Apr 2015 Calibrator, Bertelsmann Transformation Index, Gütersloh

Apr 2014 - Dec 2014 Research Assistant for Professor Aurel Croissant, Heidelberg

Apr 2013 Calibrator, Bertelsmann Transformation Index, Gütersloh

Aug - Oct 2010 Research Internship, Center for Development Research, Bonn
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Teaching Experience

Stanford University, Teaching Assistant
Fall 2020 Populism and the Erosion of Democracy (Professor Anna Grzymala-Busse)

Bing Honors College (Professor Vicky Fouka)

Spring 2019 The Science of Politics (Professors Jonathan Rodden & Jeremy Weinstein)

Fall 2018 Populism and the Erosion of Democracy (Professor Anna Grzymala-Busse)

Spring 2018 Introduction to Comparative Politics (Professor Karen L. Jusko)

Fall 2017 Populism and the Erosion of Democracy (Professor Anna Grzymala-Busse)

Spring 2017 The Politics of Inequality (Professor Karen L. Jusko)

Fall 2016 Math Camp for first-year Ph.D. students (Professor Justin Grimmer)

Stanford University, Misc. workshops
January 2020 Geocoding and Mapping in R

December 2019 ggplot in R for first-year Ph.D. students in Political Science

July 2018 Geocoding and Mapping in R (Immigration Policy Lab Summer Seminar Series)

October 2018 ggplot in R for first-year Ph.D. students in Political Science

October 2017 ggplot in R for first-year Ph.D. students in Political Science

October 2016 ggplot in R for first-year Ph.D. students in Political Science

Yale University, Teaching Assistant
Fall 2014 Intermediate German (William Stovall)

Heidelberg University, Teaching Assistant (Tutor)
Summer 2013 Introduction to Comparative Politics (Peter Thiery)

Summer 2013 Empirical Methods 1 / Introduction to STATA (Andreas Fleig)

Winter 2012-13 Introduction to Comparative Politics (Professor Aurel Croissant)

Summer 2012 Introduction to Political Science (Stephan Giersdorf)

Winter 2011-12 Introduction to Comparative Politics (Professor Aurel Croissant)

Professional Conference Presentations

Midwest Political Science Association annual meeting
Paper 2015, 2016, 2018, 2019, 2020 (canceled due to COVID-19)

American Political Science Association annual meeting
Paper 2015, 2020

Southern Political Science Association annual meeting
Paper 2016, 2020
Discussant 2020
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Invited Presentations and Workshops

Apr 2020 Annual Stanford-Berkeley Conference on Russian, East European, and Eurasian
Studies, Stanford University, Stanford, CA (canceled due to COVID-19)

Feb 2020 European Politics Working Group, University of California-Berkeley, Berkeley, CA

Aug 2018 Development Research Conference, University of Gothenburg, Gothenburg, Sweden

Aug 2016 Workshop of the Immigration Policy Lab, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ

Apr 2015 Second Annual Meeting of the Program on Governance and Local Development, Yale
University, New Haven, CT

Dec 2014 Workshop on “Comparative Political Development in Post-Soviet Russia/Eurasia and
the Middle East,” NYU Abu Dhabi, UAE

Academic Service and Membership

Reviewer Comparative Political Studies, Journal of Politics, Democratization, International
Interactions, Center for Growth and Opportunity, Asian Journal of Comparative
Politics

Memberships APSA; MPSA; SPSA

Dept. Service Graduate student mentor for first-year Ph.D. students (2016-21)
Stanford TA mentor for first-time graduate student TAs in Comparative Politics (2018-20)

Speaker, “TA training for new TAs” (Sept. 2019)
Department representative of the 2015 Ph.D. cohort (2018-21)
Speaker, “Pass on the Knowledge” panel for new Ph.D. students (Sept. 2018)
Speaker, “Navigating Faculty Advisors and Mentors” panel (May 2018)
Speaker, Ph.D. Orientation student panel (Sept. 2017)

Univ. Service Elected student representative, Social Sciences Faculty Council (2014-15)
Heidelberg Elected student representative, University Senate (2013-14)

Skills

Languages English (fluent), German (native), Spanish (advanced), French (intermediate)

Software STATA, R, LATEX, Qualtrics, ArcGIS
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