JOSIAH OBER

PRESENT POSITION: Constantine Mitsotakis Professsor in the School of Humanities and
Sciences (Departments of Political Science and Classics). Stanford University and Senior
Fellow, Hoover Institution.

EDUCATION
Ph.D. University of Michigan, Department of History, 1980.
e Dissertation directed by Chester G. Starr: "Athenian Reactions to Military Pressure and
the Defense of Attica, 404-322 B.C."
B.A. University of Minnesota, Major in History, 1975

EMPLOYMENT
2006 - present. Stanford University.
e Constantine Mitsotakis Professor in Humanities and Sciences
Professor of Political Science
Professor of Classics
Professor of Philosophy (by courtesy).
2010-13. Chairman, Department of Political Science
2019-present. Stanford Civics Initiative. Chair of the Academic Committee
2022-2027 Hoover Institution. Senior Fellow (by courtesy)
Affiliations: Stanford Civics Initiative, Center for Ethics in Society, HANDA Center for
Human Rights and International Justice. Europe Center
1990-2006. Princeton University.
2005-2006. Affiliated faculty, Department of Politics.
2001-2006. Professor of Human Values.
1993-2000. Chairman, Department of Classics.
1993-2006. David Magie '97 Class of 1897 Professor of Classics.
1990- 2006. Professor of Classics.
1980-1990 Montana State University.
e Assistant Professor to Professor, Department of History and Philosophy.

HONORS, FELLOWSHIPS, VISITING APPOINTMENTS

2024 Oxford University (Balliol College). George Eastman Professor.

2023 American Academy of Sciences and Letters. Barry Prize

2022. Oxford University. Center for Ethics in Al. Inaugural Lecture.

2019 UC Berkeley. Visiting Sather Professor of Classical Literature.

2018 Australian National University/University of Canberra. Visiting Fellow.
2016 Soc. for Institutional and Organizational Economics. Douglass C. North Research Award,
2015 University of Edinburgh. Leventis Visiting Research Professor.

2015 Cambridge University. Seeley Lectures in Political Thought and Its History.
2015 University of Volos (Greece). Honorary doctorate in Economics

2014 Cornell University. Townsend Lectures in Classics.

2014 St Andrews University. Distinguished Visiting Scholar. School of Classics.
2013 University of Washington. Katz Distinguished Lecturer in the Humanities.



2009 Norwegian Acad. Arts and Sciences. Inaugural Lecture in Humanities and Social Science.
2009 President of the American Philological Association

2008 All Souls College, Oxford. Lee Lecture in Political Science and Government.

2007 Tufts University. Balmuth Lectures.

2006 University of Sydney. Visiting Fellow

2004-9 Center for Hellenic Studies (Washington DC). Senior Fellow.

2004-5 Center for the Advanced Study of the Behavioral Sciences. Fellowship (residential)
2004 Stanford University. Wesson Lectures in Problems of Democracy.

2003-4 St. Mary’s College (Maryland). Paul H. Nitze Senior Fellow.

2003 Washington University in St. Louis. Biggs Resident in Classics.

2001 U. of California at Irvine. Nichols Visiting Professor in Humanities and the Public Sphere.
2000 Université Paris 1 Sorbonne. Professeur invité. Centre de recherche Gustave Glotz,
1997 Clare Hall, Cambridge. Visiting Fellowship

1997 National Endowment for the Humanities. Fellowship for University Teachers
1996-97 John Simon Guggenheim Foundation. Fellowship

1994 Charles Beebe Martin Classical Lectures. Oberlin College.

1991 University of New England, Australia. Visiting Fellow,

1989-90 Center for Hellenic Studies. Fellowship (residential)

1989-90 American Council of Learned Societies. Fellowship

1989 American Philological Association. Charles J. Goodwin Award of Merit

1989 Montana State University. Wiley Award for Meritorious Research

1989 National Endowment for Humanities. Summer Research Stipend

1986-87 University of Michigan. Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of History.
1983-84 National Humanities Center. Fellowship (residential)

1981 American Council of Learned Societies. Fellowship for Recent PhD's

1981 National Endowment for Humanities. Summer Research Stipend

BOOKS (SOLE AUTHOR)

2022. The Greeks and the Rational: The Discovery of Practical Reason (Sather Classical
Lectures: UC Berkeley). University of California Press.
e Forthcoming. Chinese translation: Shanghai People's Publishing House

2017. Demopolis. Democracy before Liberalism in Theory and Practice (J.R. Seeley Lectures).
Cambridge University Press.
e 2017. German translation: Demopolis: Was ist Demokratie? Philpp von Zabern/WBG:
Darmstadt.
e 2019. Spanish translation: Ediciones Casus Belli: Madrid.
e Forthcoming. Korean translation: Humanitas

2015. The Rise and Fall of Classical Greece. Princeton University Press. Princeton.

e 2016. Douglass C. North Research Award, Society for Institutional and Organizational
Economics: Best paper or book in institutional and organizational economics published
during the previous two years.

e 2016. Finalist: Ralph Waldo Emerson Book Award. Phi Beta Kappa Society.

e 2016 Paperback edition (PUP)



e 2016 German translation: Das antike Greichenland: A neue Geschichte. Klett-Cotta
Verlag. Stuttgart.

e 2017 French translation: L ‘énigme grecque: Histoire d’'un miracle économique et
démocratique. Editions La Découverte. Paris.

e Chinese translation forthcoming. Ginkgo Book Co. Beijing.

e 2020. Greek translation. Doma Publishers. Athens.

2008. Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation and Learning in Classical Athens. Princeton
University Press, Princeton.
e PROSE Award. Best book in Classics and Ancient History, Association of Academic
Publishers, 2008
e Listed in The Independent: Ten best books in history, 2010.
e Shortlisted for Hessell-Titman Prize (best book with historical content), English PEN,
2010
e Paperback ed. 2010
e Chinese edition Hua Xia Publishing House. Beijing. 2015.

2005. Athenian Legacies: Essays on the Politics of Going on Together. Princeton University
Press, Princeton.
e Paperback ed. 2007

1998. Political Dissent in Democratic Athens: Intellectual Critics of Popular Rule. Princeton
University Press: Princeton
e Paperback ed. 2001.

e Chapter 1. Hungarian translation reprinted in Korunk 2009.

1996. The Athenian Revolution. Essays on Ancient Greek Democracy and Political Theory.
Princeton University Press: Princeton
e Paperback ed. 1999.

1989. Mass and Elite in Democratic Athens: Rhetoric, Ideology, and the Power of the People.
Princeton University Press: Princeton
e 1989. Charles Goodwin Award. American Philological Association: Best book of the
year.
1991. Paperback ed.
2002. Digital ed.
2003. Modern Greek ed. Mazes kai Elit sté Démokratiké Athéna. Polytropon: Athens.
2022. Chinese ed. Hang Tang Zhi Dao Book Distribution: Beijing
Korean ed. Forthcoming
Japanese ed. Forthcoming
Chapter 4 reprinted in Oxford Readings in Attic Orators (2007)

1985. Fortress Attica: Defense of the Athenian Land Frontier, 404-322 B.C. Mnemosyne
Supplement 84. E.J. Brill: Leiden



BOOKS (JOINTLY AUTHORED AND EDITED)
2023. Brook Manville and J. Ober. The Civic Bargain. How Democracy Survives. Princeton UP

2018. Andrew Erksine, Mirko Canevaro, Benjamin Gray, and J. Ober (eds.) Ancient Greek
History and Contemporary Social Science. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.

2007. K. Raaflaub, J. Ober, and R. Wallace, Origins of Democracy in Ancient Greece. University
of California Press: Berkeley and Los Angeles

e Paperback ed. 2008

e [talian ed. Milan: Edizioni Ariele 2011

2006. Frans de Waal and others. Primates and Philosophers: How Morality Evolved. Edited and
with and introduction by S. Macedo and J. Ober. Princeton: Princeton University Press.
e Spanish ed. 2007

1996. J. Ober and C. Hedrick, eds. Demokratia: A Conversation on Democracies, Ancient and
Modern, Princeton University Press: Princeton

1994. J. P. Euben, J. Wallach, and J. Ober, eds. Athenian Political Thought and the
Reconstruction of American Democracy, Cornell University Press: Ithaca

1993. J. Ober and C. Hedrick, eds. The Birth of Democracy. Exhibition catalogue, National
Archives Rotunda, June 15 1993 - January 2 1994, American School of Classical Studies at
Athens: Princeton

1985. J.W. Eadie and J. Ober, eds. The Craft of the Ancient Historian: Essays in Honor of
Chester G. Starr, University Press of America: Lanham, Maryland

TEXTBOOK AND BOOKS FOR NON-ACADEMIC AUDIENCES
2003. Brook Manville and J. Ober, A Company of Citizens: What the World's First Democracy
Teaches Leaders about Building Great Organizations, Harvard Business School Press: Boston
e Modern Greek ed. Athens: Klidarithmos 2003.
e Chinese ed. CITIC Publishing House.
e Turkish ed. Istanbul: Kapital Medya 2005.

2003. Mark C. Carnes and J. Ober, The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C. 2" edition,
Reacting to the Past Series. Pearson Custom Publishing: New York [Textbook].
e “Reacting to the Past” won the Theodore Hesburgh Award: “outstanding pedagogical
initiative for 2004.”

1990. Barry S. Strauss and J. Ober, The Anatomy of Error: Ancient Military Disasters and Their
Lessons for Modern Strategists, St. Martin's Press: New York
e Paperback ed. 1992.



ARTICLES, CHAPTERS, REVIEW ESSAYS
Many of these are available for downloading at http://www.stanford.edu/~jober/ and/or
https://stanford.academia.edu/JosiahOber

Mertzani, Asimina, Josiah Ober, and Jeremy Pitt. 2023. @-Learning: An Algorithm for the Self-
Organisation of Collective Self-Governance. Presentation. 2023 IEEE International Conference
on Autonomic Computing and Self-Organizing Systems (ACSOS). IEEE.
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/acs0s58161.2023.00027).

2022. “Herodotus on Rationality and Cooperation Before Salamis.” Pp. 33-56 in Democracy and
Salamis, edited by E.M. Economou, N.C. Kyriazis, and A. Platias. Cham: Springer International
Publishing. DOI: 10.1007/978-3-030-98431-1 2

2022. “Human Flourishing, Servitude, and Why They Are Incompatible.” IEEE TECHNOLOGY
AND SOCIETY MAGAZINE. 41 (2):24-29 DOI: 10.1109/MTS.2022.3173332

2022.J. Ober and Walter Scheidel. “Inequality.” Pp. 404-420 in Sitta Von Reden (ed.), The

Cambridge Companion to the Ancient Greek Economy. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
DOI: 10.1017/9781108265249.027

2021 “Classical Athens as an Epistemic Democracy.” Pp. 453-489 in D. Pivan and G. Giorgini,
eds. Brill’s Companion to the Reception of Athenian Democracy. Leiden and Boston. E.J. Brill.
DOI: 10.1163/9789004443006_016

e Adapted from Ober 2012 in J. Elster and H. Landemore (ed.), Collective Wisdom

2020. J. Ober and Barry R. Weingast, “Fortifications and democracy in the ancient Greek
world.” Pp. 39-58 in Duncan Bell and Bernardo Zacka (eds.), Political Theory and Architecture.
London: Bloomsbury Academic. DOI: 10.2139/ssrn.3057639

2020. J. Pitt, J. Dryzek and J. Ober. “Algorithmic Reflexive Governance for Socio-Techno-

Ecological Systems,” IEEE TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIETY MAGAZINE 39(2): 52-59
DOI: 10.1109/MTS.2020.2991500

2019. D. Kurka, J. Pitt, and J. Ober. “Knowledge Management for Self-Organised Resource
Allocation,” ACM TRANSACTIONS ON AUTONOMOUS AND ADAPTIVE SYSTEMS
14(1). DOI: 10.1145/3337796

2019. “Income Inequality, Political Equality, and Taxation in Late-Classical Athens.”
JOURNAL OF ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS 34/2: 289-316.

2019 “What Did ‘Democracy’ Mean to Greek Democrats? PHILOSOPHY AND PUBLIC

ISSUES/FILOSOPHIA E QUESTIONI PUBBLICHE 9(2): 73-82
http:/fqp.luiss.it » PPI_02 2019.-7.-Ober.pdf

2019 “A Response to the comments of Mansbridge, Cammack, McCormick, and Urbinati on
Demopolis: Democracy before Liberalism in Theory and Practice.” POLIS, THE JOURNAL

FOR ANCIENT GREEK AND ROMAN POLITICAL THOUGHT 36: 555-564.
DOI: 10.1163/20512996-12340252



http://www.stanford.edu/%7Ejober/
https://stanford.academia.edu/JosiahOber
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/acsos58161.2023.00027
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108265249.027
https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004443006_016
https://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3057639
https://doi.org/10.1109/MTS.2020.2991500
https://doi.org/10.1145/3337796
https://doi.org/10.1163/20512996-12340252

2019. Brook Manville and J. Ober. “In Search of Democracy 4.0.” IEEE TECHNOLOGY AND
SOCIETY MAGAZINE. March: 32-42. DOI: 10.1109/MTS.2019.2894458

2019. Federica Carugati, J. Ober and Barry R. Weingast, “Is development uniquely modern?

Ancient Athens on the doorstep.” PUBLIC CHOICE 181(1-2): 29-47 DOI: 10.1007/s11127-018-
00632-w

2019. Jeremy Pitt, Ada Dioconescu, and J. Ober, “Knowledge Management for Democratic
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e Adapted and translated from Chapters 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 of Democracy and Knowledge.
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2007. “From Epistemic Diversity to Common Knowledge: Rational Rituals and Publicity in
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Companion to Greek Law. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), 394-411.
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