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Education:
Ph.D., University of Cambridge, 1978


Affiliated degree (incomplete), University of Cambridge, 1975


B.A.s, Greek and History, University of Illinois, 1974

Employment:
Stanford University President, Sept 2023-July 2024

Stanford University, Faculty Director, Distinguished Careers Institute



2022-23

Stanford University, Kleinheinz Family Professor of European Studies 

April 2007-present


Stanford University, Dean, School of Humanities and Sciences 

April 2007-2018

University of Chicago, Provost, January 2002-2006


University of Chicago, Dean, Social Sciences Division, 1994-2001


University of Chicago, Edward L. Ryerson Distinguished Service 

      Professor, 1996-2007



University of Chicago, Associate to full professor, 1984 to 2006


University of California, Berkeley, Visiting professor, Fall 1989


Swarthmore College, Assistant professor, 1979-84


Jesus College, Cambridge, Research fellow, Invited lecturer and 

      Supervisor, 1978-79

Honors:
Syme Lecture, Wolfson College, Oxford, 2021

American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 2005


Phi Beta Kappa Visiting Scholar, 2001-02


Whitney J. Oates Fellow, Princeton University, February 1993


Quantrell Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching, 1992


Fellow Commoner, Trinity College, Cambridge, Michaelmas 1991


Fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral 





Sciences, Stanford, 1986-87


American Philosophical Society travel grant, 1985


American Council of Learned Societies Study Fellowship, 1982-83


University of Cambridge:  Jesus College Research Fellowship, 

Henry Arthur Thomas Travel Grant, Jesus College Book Award


University of Illinois:  Phi Beta Kappa, Bronze Tablet

Publications:

    Books:
Personal Patronage under the Early Empire (Cambridge, Cambridge 

University Press, 1982)


Patriarchy, Property, and Death in the Roman Family (Cambridge, 

Cambridge University Press, 1994; paperback 1997)


P.D.A. Garnsey and R.P. Saller, The Roman Empire:  Economy, 

Society and Culture (London, Duckworth; Berkeley, Ca.,University 

of California Press, 1987).  Also translated as: 



Das römischen Kaiserreich:  Wirtschaft, Gesellschaft, Kultur 


(Hamburg, Rowohlts Enzyklopädie, 1989)



Storia sociale dell'Impero romano (Rome, Laterza, 1989)



El Imperio Romano:  Economía, sociedad y cultura (Barcelona, 


Editoríal Critica, 1991)



L'Empire romain:  économie, société, culture (Paris, 1994)

H Rvmaikh Autokratoria (Herakleio, 1995)

P.D.A. Garnsey and R.P. Saller, The Roman Empire:  Economy, Society and Culture 2nd Enlarged Edition with additional chapters and bibliographical addenda (London, Bloomsbury, 2015)


R.P. Saller and B.D. Shaw (eds.), Economy and Society in Ancient 


Greece: papers of Sir Moses Finley, with introduction and 



bibliographical addenda by Saller and Shaw (London, Chatto & 


Windus; New York, Viking, 1981). Now published in French, 


Spanish, Portuguese and Italian translations.


P.D.A. Garnsey and R.P. Saller, The Early Principate:  Augustus to 


Trajan, Greece & Rome New Surveys in the Classics (1982)


R.P. Saller and D.I. Kertzer, eds. The Family in Italy from Antiquity to 

the Present, with introduction by Kertzer and Saller (Yale U. 


Press, 1991; Italian translation under contract with La Lettera, 


Florence)


Cambridge Economic History of the Greco-Roman World, W. 



Scheidel, I. Morris, R. Saller, eds., 2007

Pliny’s Roman Economy Princeton U.P. March 2022
    Editorial:
Editor, Classical Philology, 1990-1993


Associate Editor, Classical Philology, 1993-2012
    Articles:
"Anecdotes as historical evidence for the Principate," Greece & Rome 


n.s. 27 (1980), 69-83


"Promotion and patronage in equestrian careers," Journal of Roman 


Studies 70 (1980), 44-63

   
"Martial on literature and patronage," Classical Quarterly n.s. 33 


(1983), 246-57


"The use of pronouncement stories in Suetonius'  Lives of the Twelve                              

Caesars," 1982 Seminar Papers of the SBL


"The meaning of faenus in Juvenal's Ninth Satire,"  Proceedings of the 

Cambridge Philological Society 209 (1983), 72-76


"Roman dowry and the devolution of property in the Principate," 


Classical Quarterly n.s. 34 (1984), 195-205


R. P. Saller and B. D. Shaw, "Close-kin marriage in Roman society?" 


Man n.s.19 (1984), 432-44


R.P. Saller and B.D. Shaw, "Tombstones and Roman family relations: 



soldiers, civilians and slaves," Journal of Roman Studies 74 


(1984),124-56  


"Familia, domus, and the Roman concept of the family," Phoenix 38 


(1984), 336-55


"Patria potestas and the stereotype of the Roman family," Continuity 


and Change 1 (1986), 5-20.

                       
"Men's age at marriage and its consequences in the Roman family," 


Classical Philology, 82 (1987), 21-34.


"Slavery and the Roman family," Slavery and Abolition 8 (1987), 


71-93.


"Class structures and relations: Rome" in Civilization of the Ancient 


Mediterranean (1988) vol. 1, 549-74.


"Patronage and friendship in early imperial Rome:  drawing the 


distinction" Patronage in the Ancient World, ed. A. 




Wallace-Hadrill (1989), 49-62


"Pietas, obligation and authority in the Roman family," in 



Festschrift...Karl Christ (1988), 393-410.

"I rapporti di parentela e l'organizzazione familiare," in Storia di 


Roma, vol.4, ed. E. Gabba and A. Schiavone, 515-555.


"Corporal Punishment, Authority and Obedience in the Roman 



Household," in Marriage, Divorce and Children in Ancient Rome, 


ed. B. Rawson (Oxford, 1991), 144-65.


"Roman heirship strategies:  in principle and in practice," in The 


Family in Italy from Antiquity to the Present, ed. by Saller and 


Kertzer, 26-47.


"The Roman Republic," revised and partially rewritten for the 1992 


edition of The Encyclopaedia Britannica.


"European family history and Roman law," Continuity and Change 6 


(1991), 335-46. 


"Progress in early Roman historiography?" (review article of 



Cambridge Ancient History, 2nd ed., vols. VII.2 and VIII), Journal 

of Roman Studies 81 (1991), 157-63.


"The social dynamics of consent to marriage and sexual relations: the 


evidence of Roman comedy," in A. Laiou, ed., Consent and 


Coercion to Sex and Marriage in Ancient and Medieval Societies 


(1993), 83-104.



R. Saller and D. Cohen, "Foucault on sexuality in Greco-Roman 


Antiquity," in J. Goldstein, ed., Foucault and the Writing of 


History (1994), 36-59


"The hierarchical household in Roman society:  a study of domestic 


slavery," in Michael Bush, ed., Serfdom and Slavery (1996), 112-



29.


"Roman kinship:  structure and sentiment," in B. Rawson and P. 


Weaver, eds., The Roman Family in Italy:  Status, Sentiment, 



Space (1997), 7-34


“American Classical Historiography,” in A. Molho and G. Wood, 


eds.,  Imagined Histories: American Historians Interpret the Past 


(1998), 222-37

“Symbols of Gender and Status Hierarchies in the Roman Household,” 

in Joshel and Murnaghan, eds., Women and Slaves in Greco 



Roman Culture (1998), 85-91


“Poverty, honor, and obligation in imperial Rome,” Criterion 



Spring/Summer 1998, 12-20


“Pater familias, mater familias, and the gendered semantics of the 


Roman household,” Classical Philology 94 (1999), 182-97


“Domitian and his successors:  methodological traps in assessing 


emperors,” American Journal of Ancient History 15 (2000), 4-18

“Status and patronage,” Chapter 28, Cambridge Ancient History 


XI (2nd ed., 2000), 817-54

“Family and household,” Chapter 29, Cambridge Ancient History 



XI (2nd ed., 2000), 855-74


“The family and society,” in J. Bodel, ed., Epigraphic Evidence: 



Ancient History from Inscriptions (2001), 75-117

“Framing the debate over growth in the ancient economy,” 


 in I. Morris and J. Manning, eds., The ancient 

economy: evidence and models [2005] (reprinted in Walter

 
Scheidel and Sitta von Reden, eds.,  The ancient economy,

      [2001], 251-69)

“Women, slaves, and the economy of the Roman household,” 

in C. Osiek and D. Balch, eds., The Early Christian Family (2003), 183-202

“Gender and labour in the household” in Cambridge Economic History 


of the Greco-Roman World (2007)

“Introduction,” in Laurie Brink and Deborah Green, eds., 


Commemorating the Dead: Texts and Artifacts in Context (2008),

 
1-10

“The Roman family as productive unit,” forthcoming in B. Rawson, 


ed., A Companion to Families in the Greek and Roman Worlds 


(2011), 116-128


“Human capital in the Roman imperial economy,” in W. Scheidel, ed., 

The Cambridge Companion to the Roman Economy (2012), 71-86.


“The young Moses Finley and the discipline of economics,” in W.V. 



Harris, ed., Moses Finley and Politics (2013)


      “Lead pollution and the Roman economy,” Damian Pavlyshyn, Iain 



Johnstone and Richard Saller, Journal of Roman Archaeology 33 



(2020), 354-364 

    Reviews:
Review of L. Bolchazy, Hospitality in Early Rome in American 


Journal of Philology 100 (1979), 465-68


Review of M. Crawford, The Roman Republic in Cambridge 


Review,16 November 1979, 25-26


Review of J. D'Arms, Commerce and Social Standing in Ancient 


Rome in American Historical Review 89 (1984), 740-41


Review of L. Keppie, The Making of the Roman Army from Republic 

to Empire in American Journal of Archaeology 89 (1985), 541-2


Review of C. Saulnier, L'armee et la guerre chez les peuples samnites 

(VII-IVe s.) in American Journal of Archaeology 89 (1985), 542


Response to E.A. Judge, On judging the merits of Augustus, Center


for 
Hermeneutical Studies, Colloquy no. 49 (Berkeley, Ca., 1985), 

56-59


Review of J. Hallett, Fathers and Daughters in Roman Society in 

Classical Philology 81 (1986),  354-58.


Review of J. Sullivan, Literature and Politics in the Age of Nero in 

American Historical Review 91 (1986), 893-4


Reviews of J. Gardner, Women in Roman Society and Law, and B. 

Rawson (ed.)The Family in Ancient Rome:  New Perspectives in 

Classical Philology 83 (1988), 263-69.


Review of E. Rawson, Intellectual Life in the Late Roman Republic in 

Ancient Philosophy 7 (1987), 251-53. 


Review of Sir Ronald Syme, The Augustan Aristocracy in American 

Historical Review 94 (1989), 416

Review of P. Veyne, ed., The History of Private Life.  From Pagan 

Rome to Byzantium in American Historical Review 94 (1989), 

705-707


Review of J. Pelikan, The Excellent Empire in Journal of Religion 

1991

Review of T. Wiedemann, Adults and Children in the Roman Empire in Journal of Roman Archaeology 4 (1991), 240-42.  


Review of D. Engels, Roman Corinth in Classical Philology 86 

(1991), 351-57


Review of P. Brunt, The Fall of the Roman Republic in Classical 

Philology 87 (1992)


Review of K. Bradley, Discovering the Roman Family and M. 


Kleijwegt, Ancient Youth in American Historical Review 97 (1992), 

527-8.


Review of K. Bradley, Slavery and Society at Rome, in Slavery & 

Abolition 16 (1995), 273-5.


Review of H.L. Flower, Ancestor Masks and Aristocratic Power in 
Roman Culture in American Journal of Archaeology 102 (1998), 448


Review of Martin Goodman, The Roman World 44 BC-AD 180, in 
Times Literary Supplement, August 21, 1998, 25


Review of Walter Scheidel, Measuring Sex, Age, and Death in the 
Roman Empire, in Population Studies 53 (1999), 271


Review of Jane Gardner, Family and Familia in Roman Law and Life, 
in American Historical Review (2000), 260-61


Review of Jean Andreau, Banking and Business in the Roman World, 
in Harvard Business History Review

Review of David J. Mattingly and John Salmon, eds., Economies 


beyond Agriculture in the Classical World in Journal of Roman 


Archaeology (2001), 580-84


Review of Geoffrey S. Nathan, The Family in Late Antiquity: the Rise 


of Christianity and the Endurance of Tradition in Journal of Roman 


Archaeology (2001), 664-666

Review of Celia Schultz, Women’s Religious Activity in the Roman Republic in American Historial Review (2007)
Review of Neville Morley, Trade in Classical Antiquity in Journal of Roman Archaeology (2008)

Review of Richard Duncan-Jones, Power and Privilege in Roman Society in Journal of Roman Archaeology (2018)
Public Lectures:  "Patronage of poets in the post-Augustan Principate" presented at 

the American Philological Association meetings (December 1981)


"Martial on literary patronage" presented at Bryn Mawr College 

(November1981)


"Explanations of the replacement rate of the senatorial aristocracy in 

the Principate" presented at the London Institute of Classical 

Studies (November 1982) and at Manchester University 


(January 1983)


"Tombstones and Roman family relations" presented jointly with B.D. 

Shaw for the Cambridge University ancient history seminar 

(March 1983)


"Epigraphic evidence for the Roman family" presented at the London 

Institute of Classical Studies (July 1983)


"The domus and social change from the Republic to the Empire" 

presented at the University of Chicago (October 1983)


"Epigraphic evidence for the recruitment of the Roman army" 


presented at the University of Chicago (October 1983)


"The jurists and Roman dowry" presented at the University of Illinois 

Law School (October 1983)


"Rhetoric and argument in Seneca's dialogue On Mercy" presented at 

the University of California, Berkeley (October 1983)


"Age of marriage and the structure of the Roman family" presented at 

the University of Toronto (November 1984)


"The role of Roman daughters in inheritance strategies" presented at 

the American Philological Association meetings (December 1984)


"Marriage, death and the structure of the Roman family," James Loeb 

Classical Lecture presented at Harvard University (February 

1985)


"Patria potestas and the stereotype of the Roman family," Dean's 

Inaugural Lecture presented at the University of Chicago (April 

1985)


"Friendship and patronage in imperial Rome: drawing the distinction" 

presented at the University of Leicester (May 1985)


"Patria potestas and the myth of patriarchy" presented at the 


Association of American Ancient Historians meeting at Lubbock, 

Texas (May 1986) and at the Southern California Classical 


Association meeting in Los Angeles (May 1986)



"Patronage and friendship" presented at Stanford University 


(November 1986)


"The Roman imperial family" presented at the American Historical 

Association meetings in Chicago (December 1986)


"The Roman family and the myth of patriarchy," Bernardin lecture 

presented at the University of Missouri, Kansas City (Feb 1987)


"Slavery and the Roman family" presented at the University of Kansas 
(February 1987)


"How strange was the Roman family?" presented at the Center for 

Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford (March 

1987) and the University of California, Santa Barbara (May 

1987)


"Pietas, obligation and authority in the Roman family," presented at 

the University of California, Berkeley (May, 1987)


"Law and paternal authority," presented at Tulane University and the 

Social Sciences History Association meeting (November, 1987)


"The Whip:  Corporal punishment and authority in the Roman family," 
presented to the Workshop on Symbols of Power and Legitimacy in 

the Ancient World, U of Chicago (November, 1988)


"Marriage, death and the life course of the Roman family," presented 

to the Demography Workshop, U of Chicago (March, 1988), at the 

University of Wisconsin (May, 1988) and at the University of 

Tasmania (July, 1988)


"Corporal punishment, authority and obedience in the Roman 


household," presented at the 1988 conference on the Roman 

family, Humanities Research Centre, Australian National 


University, Canberra (July,1988).


"Numeracy and the ancient historian," presented at the 1989 meeting 

of the American Philological Association (Jan. 1990).


"Guardianship of children in ancient Rome," presented at the 


Workshop on Ancient Societies (Oct. 1990), University of 


Michigan (Sept. 1991), Harvard University (Mar. 1992)


"Foucault on Roman marriage," presented at the University of Chicago 
(Oct. 1991) and Swarthmore College (Feb., 1993)


"Consent to sex and marriage in ancient Rome," presented at 


Dumbarton Oaks (Feb. 1992)


Comment on "The Demography of Roman Egpyt" at the American 

Philological Association (Dec., 1992)


"Understanding Roman Kinship: Anthropological and Computer 

Models," presented at Princeton University (Feb., 1993)


"Poverty, honor and obligation in the Roman world," presented at 

Catholic University (Oct., 1992), Princeton University (Feb., 

1993), and University of Texas (Sept., 1993)


"Tracing social change in 2nd c. BC Rome" presented at Princeton 

University (Feb., 1993)


"Competition, conflict, and order in the new Augustan society:  the 

narratives of Livy," presented at "The Roman Cultural Revolution" 

conference, Princeton University (March 1993)


"History and biography in imperial Rome," presented at Humanities 

Day, University of Chicago (Oct. 1993)

“Family values,” Phi Beta Kappa lecture presented at Lake Forest College (April 1995), Gustavus Adolphus (April 1996), Eastern Illinois University (September 1996), Cornell College (Sept 1998)


“Domitian and his successors:  methodological traps in assessing 

emperors,” American Philological Association, NY (1996)


“Framing the debate over growth in the Roman economy,” Classical 


Association of Canada, Winnipeg (May 2000)


Phi Beta Kappa Lectures on nine campuses 2001-02

Networks of power and influence in the Roman empire, Smithsonian 


(May 2004), Field Museum (November 2005)

Human capital in the Roman economy, Shanghai (August 2005), 




Pomona College (September 2005)


The economy of Pompeii, Field Museum (November 2005)


Gravitas : Qualities of leadership, Univ of Illinois (Oct 2018)

The law and economy of the Roman family, Brigham Young Univ 


(March 2018)

Pliny the Elder’s Economy : the consequences of empire, Syme 


Lecture, Wolfson College, Oxford (October 2021, available on 


YouTube: 





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xySDD1pn8V4&t=2686s)
University Service:  Chair, Classics Department (2021-2022)


    Chair, Committee on The Ancient Mediterranean World (1992-93)

    Chair, Department of History (1993-1994)

Boards:
National Opinion Research Center (1994-2006)


North Kenwood/Oakland Charter School (1998-2006)


University of Chicago Hospitals (2002-2006)


Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences (2006-09)

Other activities:  Hong Kong University Grants Committee (2015-2021).  Chair, Reaccreditation review of Columbia University (2006).  Review committee for departments of classics at University of Pennsylvania (1995), University of Michigan (1996), University of Toronto (1997), Yale University (1999), Stanford (2001) and for the department of history at UCLA (1998).  Director of NEH Summer Seminar 1991 and 1995, held at the American Academy in Rome.  Panelist for NEH Collaborative grants.  Juror for fellowship competition of American Academy in Rome.  Organizer, conference on "The Roots of the Western Family," held in Bellagio, Italy in May 1989. Member of the Committee on Ancient History of the American Philological Association.  Editorial assistance (including provision of an English bibliography) for Chatto & Windus's translation of K. Christ's Die Römer.  Evaluation of book and article manuscripts for Princeton University Press, Yale University Press, Classical Philology, Phoenix, American Journal of Philology, Classical Views and Helios.  Translation into English from French of M. Corbier's "The ambiguous status of meat in ancient Rome" for Food & Foodways.  Center Scholar for National Center for History in the Schools, UCLA. 
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