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EDUCATION
Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts:
Ph.D., History of American Civilization Program, June 2001.
A.M., English and American Literature and Language, June 1994.
New York University, New York, New York:
M.A., American Civilization, October 1992.
Fordham University, Bronx, New York:
B.A., summa cum laude, American Studies, May 1991 (Minor: Art History).
EMPLOYMENT

Senior Lecturer, Stanford University, Department of English, 2009 to present.

Coordinator of American Studies Program, Stanford University, 2009 to present.

Assistant Professor (non-renewable term appointment), Stanford University, Department of English, 2004-2009.
Lecturer, Stanford University: Department of English, 2002-2004; Program in Writing and Rhetoric, 2002.
Tutor, Harvard University: History and Literature Program, 1997-1999; Special Concentrations (“Landscape and Cultural Geography”), 1997-1999.
Teaching Fellow, Harvard University: Core Program, 1997; Department of History, 1995, 1996; Department of English and American Literature and Language, 1995-1996.
PUBLICATIONS
Book Publication:

Possessions: The History and Uses of Haunting in the Hudson Valley. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2003; in paperback, 2005.  
· Reviewed in The American Historical Review, Choice, Common-place, Early American Literature, The European Association of American Studies, The Journal of American History, Journal of the Early Republic, The London Review of Books, New York History, et al.
Articles, Chapters, Reviews:

“Nathaniel Hawthorne’s Secret Gardens.”  Under preparation for submission to The New England Quarterly.

“Proslavery Fiction.”  Co-authored with Gavin Jones.  In The Cambridge Companion to Slavery and American Literature.  Ed. Ezra Tawil, Cambridge University Press, forthcoming.
“Lost in the City: Carleton Watkins’ San Francisco Photographs.”  Co-authored with Gavin Jones.  In Carleton Watkins: The Stanford Albums.  Stanford University Press, 2014.
“The Haunted Roots and Branches of American Memory in the Gilded Age.” Under revision for American Literary History.
“A History of Unrest.”  Chapter excerpted in The Spectralities Reader: Ghosts and Haunting in Contemporary Cultural Studies.  Ed. Maria Del Pilar Blanco and Esther Peeren. New York: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2013.

“Cupola of the World—Diedrich Knickerbocker Constructs the Empire City.”  A New Literary History of America.  Ed. Werner Sollors and Greil Marcus.  Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2009.
“Washington Irving and the Ghosting of the Hudson Valley Dutch.”  Going Dutch: Four Centuries of Dutch Influences in the United States.  Ed. Annette Stott, Joyce Goodfriend, and Benjamin Schmidt.  Leiden, Netherlands: Brill Academic Press, 2007.

“The ‘Littlepages’ of History: James Fenimore Cooper and Local History of the Lower Hudson Valley.”  Reading Cooper, Teaching Cooper.  Ed. Jeffrey Walker.  New York: AMS Press, 2006.

“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.”  American History through Literature, 1820-1870.  Ed. Janet Gabler-Hover and Robert Sattelmeyer.  Detroit: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 2006.

Book review of Seeking the Region in American Literature and Culture: Modernity, Dissidence, Innovation, by Robert Jackson.  The Journal of American History 93:3 (December 2006): 907.
Book Review of Charles Brockden Brown’s Revolution and the Birth of American Gothic, by Peter Kafer.  The American Historical Review 110: 2 (April 2005): 478-479.

Book Review of Rip Van Winkle's Neighbors: The Transformation of Rural Society in the Hudson River Valley, 1720-1850, by Thomas S. Wermuth.  New York History 83 (Summer 2002): 333-335. "

“Making Grades Mean More and Less with Your Students," in Voices of Experience: Reflections on Teaching from a Harvard Teaching Seminar.  Ed. Mary-Ann Winkelmes and James Wilkinson.  New York: Peter Lang, 2001.

CURRENT PROJECT

“Vegetable Matters: Plant Life in Nineteenth-Century American Culture.”

· Resurrecting a series of cultural discourses that clustered around discrete plant types and tropes, this project uncovers a thoroughgoing, organic, specifically vegetative paradigm at the heart of U.S. culture in the nineteenth century, through which crucial issues of nationhood, personhood, culture, and environment were imagined and negotiated.

AWARDS AND HONORS

Stanford Humanities Center Faculty Fellowship, 2008-2009.

Finalist for the American Studies Association Ralph Henry Gabriel Prize for best dissertation in American Studies, 2001.

Helen Choate Bell Dissertation Prize, for best dissertation on a topic in American literature, Harvard University, 2001. 

Packard Humanities Dissertation Fellowship, 1999-2000.

Helen Choate Bell Prize, for best essay on American literature, Harvard University, 1999.
CONFERENCES AND TALKS
NEH-sponsored workshop for K-12 teachers: “Landmarks of American History and Culture Workshop: The Hudson Valley in the Nineteenth Century and the Modernization of America.”  Invited to conduct 2 sessions on Hudson Valley literature, July 2013; returning July 2015.
“American Ruins: Rhetoric and Remnants.”  Roundtable panel at the American Studies Association Annual Meeting, San Juan, Puerto Rico, November 15, 2012.

“Hudson Valley Hauntings.”  Beczak Environmental Education Center, Yonkers, New York, October 23, 2010.

“Washington Irving and the American Imagination.”  Panel organized by the Irving Society.  American Literature Association Annual Conference, San Francisco, May 28, 2010.

“Readings and Discussion of A New Literary History of America.”  Organizer and presenter, Stanford University, February 11, 2010.
“Writing the Hudson:  400 Years of Poetic Discovery.”  Panel sponsored by Poet’s House, Bronx, NY, July 12, 2009.

KZSU Stanford Storytelling Project, “Episode 116: Notes to Self.”  Segment on Benjamin Franklin’s Autobiography, aired May 12, 2008.
“The Imperial Mission.”  Panel Chair/Commentator, American Studies Association Annual Meeting, Oakland CA, October 12, 2006.

“The Haunted Roots (and Branches) of American Memory in the Gilded Age.”  American Studies Association Annual Meeting, Washington D. C., November 4, 2005.

“Ghosts and Cultural Memory.”  American Cultures Workshop, Stanford Humanities Center, Stanford University, November 11, 2003.

“Haunting the Catskills: Romantic Legend and Local Ghosts in the Early Nineteenth Century.”  Annual Meeting of the American Historical Association, Boston, Massachusetts, January 2001.

“Guilt By Ghost: The Haunted Landscapes of Leeds, New York.”  A workshop co-conducted with Professor Lawrence Buell, Harvard University, at “Microhistory: Advantages and Limitations for the Study of Early American History,” a conference sponsored by the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, and the University of Connecticut, Storrs, October 1999.

“The Mountain and Maxwell Anderson: A Story of the Haunted Hudson Valley.”  Presented at the History of American Civilization Colloquium, Harvard University, May 1997.
RECENT COURSES AT STANFORD
Introduction to American Literature (Undergraduate Lecture)

Literary History II (Undergraduate Lecture; English Department Core).
Perspectives on American Identity (American Studies Undergraduate Seminar).
American Literature and Culture to 1855 (Undergraduate Lecture).
American Hauntings (Undergraduate Seminar).
American Women Writers in the Nineteenth Century (Graduate Seminar).
American Women Writers, 1850-1920 (Undergraduate Seminar/Lecture).
Tales of Three Cities: New York, Chicago, Los Angeles (Undergraduate Seminar).
Masterpieces of American Literature (Undergraduate Lecture).
Hemingway, Hurston, Faulkner, and Fitzgerald (Undergraduate Seminar).
Writing the Unspeakable (Program in Writing and Rhetoric).
COMMITTEES, ADVISING, AND RELATED EXPERIENCE

Pre-Major Advisor for Freshman and Transfers (5-6 Students per year), 2011 to present. 
Sponsor for Student-Initiated Courses:

· From Canon to “Fanon”: Fan Fiction and the Democratization of Literature, 2015
· Contemporary Children’s Literature, 2013

· Harry Potter and the Arc of Storytelling, 2008.
Team Leader, Stanford VPUE’s Faculty College (English Department Team), 2012-2013, which developed a new Thinking Matters course (“How Stories Work”), to be taught 2014-2015.
Editorial Board, Literature in the Early American Republic (named “Best New Journal” by CELJ , 2010), from inception (2006) to present.
American Studies Honors College Faculty Leader, Stanford University, 2009 to present.
Feminist, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Honors College Faculty Leader, Stanford University, 2013.
Committee-in-Charge, American Studies Program, Stanford University, 2005 to present.

Evaluator of External Applications to the Stanford Humanities Center: 2006-2010.
Reader of essay manuscripts for American Studies, 2010.

American Studies Association Annual Meeting Program Committee, 2005.

Resident Fellow, Junipero House, Stanford University, 2003-2008.

Graduate Admissions Committee, Department of English, Stanford University, 2005-2006, 2007-2008, 2009-2010, 2013-2014, 2014-2015
Undergraduate Studies Committee, Department of English, Stanford University 2006-2007, 2010-2011, 2011-2012.

Curriculum Committee, Department of English, Stanford University, 2004-2005, 2012-2013.

Senior Teaching Fellows Program, Derek Bok Center for Teaching and Learning, Harvard University, 1996.
