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ACADEMIC BACKGROUND      
            

B.A. (Mathematics), University of California, Santa Cruz, June 1973. 
Ph.D. (Economics [Social Science]), California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, California, 

September 1977. (Awarded, June 1978). 
Thesis Title:  "A Representative Legislature and Regulatory Agency Capture." 

 
 

    PRINCIPAL PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS 
 
Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, and Research Associate, Center for the Study of 

American Business, Washington University, St. Louis, 1977-1983. 
            

Associate Professor, Department of Economics; Associate Professor of Economics and Political 
Economy, School of Business; and Research Associate, Center for the Study of American Business, 
Washington University, 1983-1986. 

 
Professor of Economics and Political Economy, School of Business; and Research Associate, Center for 

the Study of American Business, Washington University, 1986-1988. 
 

Senior Research Fellow, Hoover Institution, Stanford University, September 1987-August 1990. 
 

Senior Fellow, Hoover Institution, Stanford University, September 1990-present. 
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Professor, Department of Political Science, Stanford University, September 1992-February 1997. 

 
Ward C. Krebs Family Professor, Department of Political Science, Stanford University, February 1997- 

present. 
 

Chair, Department of Political Science, Stanford University, September 1996-August 2001. 
 
University Advisory Board, September 2000-August 2001. 

 
 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS 
 

Visiting Scholar, Hoover Institution, Stanford University, April 1986-August 1987. 
 
Visiting Professor of Economics and Political Economy, Graduate School of Business, Stanford 

University, Spring 1987. 
 
Professor (by courtesy) of Economics, Stanford University, September 1989-present. 
 
Visiting Professor, School of Business, University of California, Berkeley, Spring 1990. 
 
Lecturer, Graduate School of Business, Stanford University, September 1990-August 1992. 
 
Associate Director, Program on Public Policy, Stanford University, September 1990-August 1993; 

September 1995-August 1996. 
 
Senior Research Fellow, Institute on Policy Reform, Washington, DC, April 1992-July 1996. 
 
Vice-Chair, Department of Political Science, Stanford University, September 1995-August 1996. 
 
University Advisory Board, Stanford University, September 2002 - August 2003. 
 
Senior Fellow (by courtesy), Stanford Center for International Development, January 2004-present. 
 
Senior Fellow (by courtesy), Stanford Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies, January 2004-

present. 
 
Member, Policy and Planning Advisory Committee, School of Humanities and Sciences, September 

2005- August 07. 
 
Affiliated Faculty Member, The Woods Institute for the Environment, Stanford University, September 1, 

2009-present. 
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RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS 
 

Political economics, the economics of organization and institutions, Adam Smith, regulation, and rational 
choice Interpretation of legal, legislative, and constitutional institutions.  

 Applications include American politics, second generation fiscal federalism, and the historical and 
contemporary development of democratic and market institutions. Adam Smith’s political science. 

 
 

HONORS, AWARDS, AND GRANTS 
 

National Science Foundation Graduate Fellow, September 1974 - September 1977.   
 

National Science Foundation Grant to study, "The Two Arenas: Institutional Policymaking and the Political 
Transformation of Economic Incidences" (with Kenneth A. Shepsle), September 1981-August 1983. 

 
James L. Barr Memorial Award in Public Economics, 1981. 
 

Duncan Black Prize for the best paper of the year in Public Choice, 1981 (with Kenneth A. Shepsle). 
 

National Endowment for the Humanities Grant, Law and Liberty Program, Washington University (for 
curricular development in law and economics, Econ 250: "The Political and Economic Consequences of 
Constitutional Constraints on Legislatures"), 1982. 

 
National Science Foundation Grant to study, "A Theory of Legislative Institutions" (with Kenneth A. 

Shepsle), September 1983-August 1986. 
 

Grants provided by the Bradley Foundation, the Scaife Foundation, and the Smith-Richardson Foundation to 
organize and publish the proceedings of a "Conference on Political Economy and Business," Olin School 
of Business, Washington University (March 19-21, 1987). 

 
Heinz Eulau Award for the best paper of the year in the American Political Science Review, 1987 (with 

Kenneth A. Shepsle). 
 

National Science Foundation Grant to study "Rational Foundations of Political Institutions," March 1987-
February 1990. 

 
IRIS Grant to study, "Institutional Reform and the Political Commitment to Sustain Markets," January 1992-

January 1993. 
 

Smith Richardson Grant to study, "The Emerging Battle of the Regulatory State: Congress, the Conservative 
Supreme Court, and Civil Rights," July 1992-June 1993. 

 
Fellow, Center for Advanced Studies in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, CA, 1993-1994. 
 
Mary Parker Follett Prize for the best paper in politics and history published in 1994 (with Charles Stewart).  
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Franklin L. Burdette Pi Sigma Alpha Award for the best paper presented at the 1994 American Political 
Science Association Meeting (with Kenneth Schultz). 

 
John M. Olin Visiting Scholar, Cornell Law School (May and October 1996). 
 

Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 1996-present. 
 

Mary Parker Follett Prize for the best paper in politics and history published in 1998.  
 

Sage Award for best paper in comparative politics presented at the annual meetings of the American 
Political Science Association, 2000. 

 
Distinguished Scholar Award in Public Policy and Lecture, Martin School of Public Policy, University of 

Kentucky, 2001. 
 

Bechtel Initiative Grant, Freeman-Spogli International Institute, to study “Political Organization, Efficient 
Markets and Economic Development (principal investigator; co-principal investigators: Stephen Haber 
and Douglass North), January 2003 - December 2006. 

 
John M. Olin Visiting Scholar, Virginia Law School (April 2002).  
 

William H. Riker Prize and Lecture. In recognition of a body of research that exemplifies and advances the 
scientific study of politics (May, 2006). 

 
Distinguished Visitor, USC Law School (September 2007).  
 

Searle Visiting Fellow, Northwestern Law School, October 2008.  
 

Herbert Simon Award and Lecture for Outstanding Contributions to the Scientific Study of the Bureaucracy, 
April 2010. 

 
National Academy of Sciences (elected 2011).  
 

Daniel Elazar Award for Distinguished Scholarly Contributions to the Study of Federalism and 
Intergovernmental Relations, 2012.  

 
“Caltech Ph.D. Alumni Conference in Honor of the Election of Gary Cox and Barry R. Weingast to the 

National Academy of Sciences,” Caltech, Pasadena, November 11, 2012.  
 

Jack N. Pritzker Distinguished Visitor, Northwestern Pritzker Law School, Fall, 2016.  
 

Visiting Fellow, Northwestern Law School, September, Fall, 2017.  
 

Adam Smith Award for 2018. The Association of Private Enterprise Education. 
 

Elinor Ostrom Lifetime Achievement Award, The Society of Institutional and Organizational Economics 
(SIOE – formerly known as ISNIE, the International Society for the New Institutional Economics, now 



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        5 
 

the Society for institutional and organizational economics), June 2019. For sustained significant academic 
contributions to institutional and organizational economics. 

 
 

KEYNOTE SPEECHES AND NAMED LECTURES  
 

Plenary Speaker, Economic History Association Meetings, “Institutions and Political Commitment: A New 
Political Economy of the American Civil War Era,” Tucson, Arizona, September 1993.  

 
Keynote Paper, Conference on the “Political Economy of Order and Institutions.” Waseda University, 

Tokyo, Japan, January 25-27, 2005. 
 

Keynote paper, Conference on "New Directions in Fiscal Federalism,” University of Kentucky, September 
14-16, 2006.  

      
Keynote Paper (with Douglass C. North and John Wallis), Conference on “The Interactions Between 

Governance and Growth: Shifting Paradigms?” World Bank, June 17, 2008, Washington, DC. 
 

Keynote Speaker, International Society for the New Institutional Economics, Toronto, Canada, June 20, 
2008.  

 
James M. Buchanan Lecture, “Constitutions of Liberty,” George Mason University, November 11, 2008.  
 

Kim Thomas Lecture, Whittier College, "Why Are Developing Countries So Resistant to the Rule of Law?" 
February 26, 2009. 

 
Max Weber Lecture, " Developing Countries and the Rule of Law," Max Weber Programme, European 

University Institute, Fiesole Florence, Italy, March 19, 2009. 
 

The Earl and Edna Stice Lecture in the Social Sciences, University of Washington, “Escape from the 
Violence Trap: A New View of Adam Smith and The Political Economics of Development,” February 7, 
2014. 

 
Annual CHESS Lecture, Center for Historical Enquiry in the Social Sciences, “Deriving ‘General 

Principles’ in Adam Smith: The Ubiquity of Equilibrium and Comparative Statics Analysis throughout 
His Works,” Yale University, September 25, 2014. 

 
The Inaugural Elinor and Vincent Ostrom Memorial Lecture, “The Violence Trap: Why Democracy and 

Rule of Law Fail in the Developing World.” Elinor and Vincent Ostrom Workshop, University of 
Indiana, Bloomington, February 11, 2015. 

 
Sir Douglass Myers Distinguished Visiting Professor (April 2015); and Dean’s Distinguished Speakers 

Lecture Series, “The Violence Trap: The Failure of Democracy and Rule of Law in the Developing 
World.” Auckland University, Auckland, New Zealand, April 23, 2015. 
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Keynote Speaker, “Principles of Self-Enforcing Constitutions.” International Conference on “The Political 
Economy of Democracy and Dictatorship,” University of Muenster, Germany, February 22-24, 2017. 

 
Eli F. Heckscher Lecture, "Reconstructing Adam Smith's Politics." Stockholm School of Economics; 

organized in cooperation with the Swedish research institute, Ratio, September 21, 2017. 
 

Keynote Address, “The Neglected Book III of Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations.” Association for Private 
Enterprise Education, Las Vegas, NV, April 1, 2018. 

 
Keynote Speaker, “Seminar on The Wealth and Poverty of Nations: Institutions and Social Order,” 

Department of Economics, Tsinghua University, Beijing, China, June 10, 2018. 
 

Keynote Speaker, “Seminar on The Wealth and Poverty of Nations: Institutions and Social Order,” Antai 
College of Economics and Management, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai, China, June 15, 2018. 

 
Hayek Lecture, London School of Economics, “Liberty in the work of Friedrich Hayek and Adam Smith.” 

November 8, 2023. 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES AND SERVICE 
 
President, ISNIE (International Society for the New Institutional Economics), 2011-12; organizer, annual 

ISNIE Society Meetings, Stanford University, June 16-18, 2011. 
 
Member: American Economic Association 
    American Political Science Association 
    Economic History Association 
    International Adam Smith Society  
    International Society for the New Institutional Economics  
    Midwest Political Science Association        
    Public Choice Society  
 

Trustee:  American Political Science Association, 1983-86 
 

Member, Board of Editors: 
Journal of Institutional and Theoretical Economics 

    Constitutional Political Economy  
Journal of Legal Analysis 
Business and Politics  
Cambridge University Press series, The Political Economy of Institutions. 
Cambridge University Press series, Theories of Institutional Design. 

 
Advisory Board, Social Science History Institute, Stanford University, 1997-present. 
 

Director, International Society for New Institutional Economics, 1998-2001. 
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Director, Public Choice Workshop (with Kenneth Shepsle), Center for the Study of American Business, 
Washington University, 1978-86. 

 
Director, Collective Choice Workshop (with John Ferejohn), Hoover Institution, Stanford University, 1987-

2004. 
 

American Political Science Association, Program Committee, 1987, 1995. 
 

Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Political Science, Stanford University, September 1994-August 
1996. 

 
Organizer, Conference on "Political Economy and Business," Washington University School of Business, 

March 15-17, 1987. 
 

Organizer (with John Ferejohn), Conference on "Legislative Behavior, Practices, and Institutions," Hoover 
Institution, Stanford University, February 25-27, 1988. 

 
Organizer, Conference on "Institutional and Behavioral Change in the Post-Reform Congress," Hoover 

Institution, Stanford University, March 9-11, 1989. 
 

Organizer (with Avner Greif and Susanne Lohmann), Conference on "Commitment in Economics, Politics, 
and History," Stanford Institute for Theoretical Economics, Stanford University, March 13-14, 1992. 

 
Organizer (with Stephen Haber and William Summerhill), Conference on “Political Institutions and 

Economic Growth in Latin America,” Social Science History Institute, Stanford University, April 14-15, 
2000. 

 
Organizer (with Stephen Haber and Douglass North), Conference on “Political Liberty and Economic 

Development,” Social Science History Institute, Stanford University, February 7-8, 2003. 
 

Organizer (with Stephen Haber and Douglass North), Conference on “Economics, Political Institutions, and 
Financial Markets II: Institutional Theory and Evidence from Europe, the United States, and Latin 
America,” Social Science History Institute, Stanford University, February 4-5, 2005. 

 
President, ISNIE (International Society for the New Institutional Economics—renamed SIOE, The Society 

for Institutional and Organization Economics), 2011-12. And organizer, annual ISNIE Society Meetings, 
Stanford University, June 16-18, 2011. 

 
Organizer (with Daniel Rodriguez and Emerson Tiller), Conference on "Positive Political Theory and the 

Law: Taking Stock After 25 Years," Northwestern Law School, October 7-9, 2011. 
 

Organizer (with Daniel Friedman), “DonaldFest – A Workshop Celebrating Donald Wittman’s Career and 
70th Birthday,” Department of Economics, University of California, Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz, CA, 
November 5, 2012. 

 
Member, Board of Directors, Ostrom Workshop, Indiana University. September 1, 2015- August 30, 2020. 
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BOOKS AND EDITED VOLUMES  
 

Symposium on: The Law and Economics of Constitutions and Public Law, (editor, with Robert Cooter), 
special issue of International Review of Law and Economics 12 (June 1992). 

 
Formal Models of Legislatures (editor, with Kenneth A. Shepsle), special issue of Legislative Studies 

Quarterly 19 (May 1994). 
•   Reprinted as Positive Theories of Congressional Institutions (edited, with Kenneth A. Shepsle). Ann 

Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press. 1995. 
 
The New Federalism: Can the States Be Trusted? (editor, with John A. Ferejohn). Stanford: Hoover 

Institution Press (1997). 
 
Analytic Narratives (with Robert H. Bates, Avner Greif, Margaret Levi, and Jean-Laurent Rosenthal). 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998. 
• Review essay, Jon Elster’s “Rational Choice History: A Case of Excessive Ambition,” American 

Political Science Review (September 2000) 94:685-95. 
• Response: “The Analytic Narrative Project” (with Robert Bates, Avner Greif, Margaret Levi, and 

Jean-Laurent Rosenthal). American Political Science Review (September 2000) 94:696-702. 
• “Symposium on Robert H. Bates, Avner Greif, Margaret Levi, and Jean-Laurent Rosenthal and Barry 

R. Weingast’s, Analytic Narratives. Comments by Daniel Carpenter, Theda Skopol, and Sunita 
Parikh. Social Science History (Winter, 2000) 24: 653-84. 

• Reply, “Analytic Narratives Revisited” (with Robert H. Bates, Avner Greif, Margaret Levi, and 
Jean-Laurent Rosenthal). Social Science History (Winter, 2000) 24: 685-96. 

• Translated into Chinese (Beijing: China Renmin University Press, 2007). 
 

Institutions and Political Commitment: A New Political Economy of the American Civil War Era. 
Unpublished book manuscript, Hoover Institution, Stanford University, 2006. 

 
Symposium on: Institutions, Economics, and the Ancient Mediterranean World (editor, with Ian Morris), 

Journal of Institutional and Theoretical Economics Vol 160, No 4. (2004): 702-85. 
 
The Politics of Financial Development (editor, with Stephen Haber and Douglass C. North) (Stanford, 

CA: Stanford University Press, 2008). 
• Translated into Chinese, (Law Press, 2015). 

 
Preferences and Situations: Points of Contact between Historical and Rational Choice Institutionalisms 

(editor, with Ira Katznelson). (New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 2005.)  
 

Editor (with Emerson H. Tiller) SSRN Journal, Law and Positive Theory Abstracts, December 2005-
Present. 

 
Handbook of Political Economy (editor, with Donald Wittman) (New York: Oxford University Press, 2006). 
•   Translated into Chinese (China Renmin University Press, 2018). 
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Violence and Social Orders: A Conceptual Framework for Interpreting Recorded Human History (with 

Douglass C. North and John Joseph Wallis). (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009). 
Paperback version published 2012. 

• Translated into French (Paris: Editions Gallimard, 2010); 
• Translated into Russian (Institute for the Economy in Transition, 2011). 
• Translated into German (Mohr Siebeck Verlag, 2011); 
• Translated into Italian (Bologna, Italy: Societa Editrice Il Mulino Sparta. 
• Translated into Chinese, Chapter 5, “The Transition from Limited to Open Access Orders,” 

Marxism & Reality, 2011, #2. 
• Translated into Chinese (Beijing: Comparative Studies Press, 2018); 
• Translated in Japanese (Tokyo: NTT Publishing, 2017); 
• Translated into Arabic (National Center for Translation, forthcoming). 
• Translated into Ukrainian (Nash Format, 2013). 
• Translated into Azerbaijanian forthcoming, 2027) 
• Review Symposium: “The State and Violence: A Discussion of Violence and Social Orders: A 

Conceptual Framework for Interpreting Recorded Human History.” Perspectives on Politics 2010 
8(1): 287-96. 

• Comment by Jack Snyder 
• Comment by Jean Bethke Elshtain 
• Comment by Caroline Hartzell 
• Comment by Larry Diamond. 

 

Korean Political and Economic Development: Crisis, Security, and Institutional Rebalancing (with 
Jongryn Mo). (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Asia Center, 2013.) 

• Translated into Korean. (Seoul, South Korea; 2015). 
 

In the Shadow of Violence: The Problem of Development for Limited Access Order Societies (with 
Douglass C. North, John Joseph Wallis, and Steven B. Webb). (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2013.) 

• Translated into Chinese (Beijing: Cambridge: Cambridge University Press of China, 2018). 
 
Violence, Liberty, and Development: A Radical Reconstruction of Adam Smith’s Political Science (tentative 

title). Complete draft MSS. 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS IN PROFESSIONAL JOURNALS 
 
"A Rational Choice Perspective on Congressional Norms," American Journal of Political Science 24 

(1979), pp. 245-262. 
• Reprinted in Congress: Structure and Policy, ed. by Mathew D. McCubbins and Terry Sullivan 

(Cambridge University Press, 1987), Ch. 4. 
• Reprinted in Philip Norton, ed., Legislatures and Legislators. (Gower House, England: Ashgate 

Publishing, 1998.) 
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"Congress, Regulation, and the Decline of Nuclear Power," Public Policy 28 (1980), pp. 231-55. 
 
"Structure-Induced Equilibrium and Legislative Choice," (with Kenneth A. Shepsle). Public Choice 37 

(1981), pp. 503-19. 
• Reprinted in Charles K. Rowley, ed., Public Choice Theory. Vol. II. (Edward Elgar Publishing, 

1993); 
• Reprinted in Claude Menard, ed., The International Library of the New Institutional 

Economics. vol 1. (Edward Elgar Publishing, 2004) 
 

"Political Preferences for the Pork Barrel: A Generalization," (with Kenneth A. Shepsle). American Journal 
of Political Science 26 (February 1981), pp. 86-111. 

 
"The Political Economy of Benefits and Costs: A Neoclassical Approach to Distributive Politics," (with 

Kenneth A. Shepsle and Christopher Johnsen). Journal of Political Economy 89 (August 1981), pp. 
642-664. 

• Comment by G. Tullock, Journal of Political Economy 90(4): 824-26. 
• Reprinted in Torsten Persson and Guido Tabellini, eds., Monetary and Fiscal Policy. (Cambridge: 

M.I.T. Press, 1994). 
• Reprinted in Dewan, Torun, Keith Dowding and Kenneth A. Shepsle, eds., Rational Choice 

Politics. (London: Sage, 2009). 
 

"Regulation, Reregulation, and Deregulation: The Political Foundations of Agency-Clientele 
Relationships," Law and Contemporary Problems 44 (Winter 1981), pp. 147-177. 

• Reprinted in Charles K. Rowley, ed., Public Choice Theory. Vol. III. (Edward Elgar Publishing, 
1993); 

• Reprinted in Lisa Schultz Bressman, Edward L. Rubin, and Kevin M. Stack, eds., The Regulatory 
State. (New York: Aspen Publishers, forthcoming.) 

 

"Congress as the Source of Regulatory Decisions: The Case of the Federal Trade Commission," (with Mark 
J. Moran). American Economic Review 72 (May 1982), pp. 109-113. 

 
"Institutionalizing Majority Rule: A Social Choice Theory with Policy Implications," (with Kenneth A. 

Shepsle). American Economic Review 72 (May 1982), pp. 367-71. 
 
"Bureaucratic Discretion or Congressional Control: Regulatory Policymaking by the FTC" (with Mark J. 

Moran). Journal of Political Economy 91 (October 1983), pp. 765-800. 
• Reprinted in Robert Mackay, James C. Miller, and Bruce Yandle (eds.), The Federal Trade 

Commission: Political Economy of Regulation (Stanford: Hoover Institution, 1987), Ch. 3. 
• Reprinted in Charles K. Rowley, ed., Public Choice Theory. Vol. III. (Edward Elgar Publishing, 1993). 
• Reprinted in Robert B. Ekelund, Jr., The Foundations of Regulatory Economics. (Edward Elgar 

Publishing, 1999). 
• Reprinted in part in: Walter Gellhorn, Administrative Law 8th ed. (West Publishing Co.); 
• Gellhorn and Byse, Administrative Law 9th ed. (Foundation Press); 
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• Reprinted in Thomas P. Lyon, Regulation (Edward Elgar Publishing, forthcoming, 2007); and 
• Reprinted in Pablo T. Spiller, Institutional Law and Economics. (Edward Elgar Publishing, 

forthcoming.) 
 
"Uncovered Sets and Sophisticated Voting Outcomes with Implications for Agenda Institutions" (with 

Kenneth A. Shepsle). American Journal of Political Science 29 (February 1984), pp. 49-74. 
 

"When Do Rules of Procedure Matter?" (with Kenneth A. Shepsle). Journal of Politics 46 (February 1984), 
pp. 206-221. 

 
"Political Solutions to Market Problems," (with Kenneth A. Shepsle). American Political Science 

Review 78 (June 1984), pp. 417-34. 
• Reprinted in Andrew Levine (ed.) The State and Its Critics (Edward Elgar Publishing, 1992), 

ch. 17. 
 
"The Congressional-Bureaucratic System: A Principal-Agent Perspective (with applications to the 

SEC)," Public Choice 44 (1984), pp. 147-91. 
 
"The Institutional Foundations Of Committee Power," (with Kenneth A. Shepsle). American Political 

Science Review 81 (March 1987), pp. 85-194. 
• Reprinted in Charles K. Rowley, ed., Public Choice Theory. Vol. II. (Edward Elgar, Publishing, 

1993); 
• Reprinted in Philip Norton, ed., Legislature and Legislators. (Ashgate Publishing, 1998); 
• Reprinted in Steven S. Smith, Jason M. Roberts, and Ryan J. Vander Wielen, eds., The American 

Congress Reader, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2008). 
• Comment by Keith Krehbiel, "Controversies," American Political Science Review 81 (September 

1987), pp 929-35. 
• Reply: "Reflections on Committee Power" (with Kenneth A. Shepsle), "Controversies," American 

Political Science Review 81 (September 1987), pp. 935-45. 
 
"Administrative Procedures as Instruments of Political Control" (with Mathew D. McCubbins and Roger 

G. Noll – McNollgast), Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization 3 (Fall 1987): 243-77. 
• Reprinted in part in Arthur Earl Bonfield and Michael Asimow, Federal and State 

Administrative Law (West Publishing Co., 1989), pp. 16-18 and 531-35. 
• Reprinted in Paul L. Joskow, ed., Economic Regulation (Edward Elgar, Publishing, 2000); 
• Reprinted in Cary Coglianese and Robert Kagan, eds., Regulation and Regulatory Processes 

 (Aldershot, UK: Ashgate Publishing, 2007). 

• Reprinted in Susan Rose-Ackerman, ed., The Economics of Administrative Law (Edward 
Elgar, Publishing, 2007). 

• Reprinted in Dewan, Torun, Keith Dowding and Kenneth A. Shepsle, eds., Rational Choice 
Politics. (London: Sage, 2009). 

•  Reprinted in Samuel Kernell and Steven S Smith, eds., Principles and Practice of American Politics: Classic 
and Contemporary Readings, 5th Edition. Washington, D.C.: CQ Press, 2012. 

•  Reprinted in Pablo Spiller, ed., Institutional Law and Economics (Edward Elgar Publishing, 
forthcoming). 

• Translated into Portuguese, Roberta Simões Nascimento, ed., (forthcoming.) 
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 "Constitutional Regulation of Legislatures: The Political Consequences of Judicial Deference" (with 
William H. Riker), Virginia Law Review 74 (March 1988): 373-401. 

• Reprinted in Joshua Cohen and Archon Fung, eds., Constitution, Democracy, and State Power: 
The Institutions of Justice. Vol. I. (Edward Elgar, Publishing, 1997); 

• Reprinted in Lee Epstein, ed., The Economics of Judicial Behaviour. (Edward Elgar, Publishing, 
2013.) 

        
"The Industrial Organization of Congress; or Why Legislatures, Like Firms, Are Not Organized as Market" 

(with William J. Marshall), Journal of Political Economy 96 (February 1988): 132-63. 
• Reprinted in Charles K. Rowley, ed., Public Choice Theory. Vol II. (Edward Elgar, Publishing, 

1993). 
• Reprinted in Oliver E. Williamson and Scott E. Masten, Transaction Cost Economics. vol. I. 

(Edward Elgar, Publishing, 1995). 
• Reprinted in Dennis C. Mueller, The Economics of Politics. (Edward Elgar, Publishing, 2001). 
• Reprinted in Claude Menard, The International Library of the New Institutional Economics vol. 6 

(Edward Elgar, Publishing, 2004). 
• Reprinted in Dewan, Torun, Keith Dowding and Kenneth A. Shepsle, eds., Rational Choice 

Politics. (London: Sage, forthcoming 2009). 
• Translated into Spanish in Sebastian M. Saiegh and Mariano Tommasi, eds. La Nueva Economia 

Politica: Racionalidad e Instituciones. Buenos Aires, EUDEBA, 1998. 
• Translated into Chinese: Ma Jun, Bin, Xiao and Yaping, Liu., eds., Selected Collection of 

Transactions Cost Politics (Beijing: Chinese RenMin University Press, 2008). 
• Reprinted in Pablo T. Spiller, Institutional Law and Economics. (Edward Elgar Publishing, 

forthcoming.) 
 

"Structure and Process, Politics and Policy: Administrative Arrangements and the Political Control of 
Agencies" (With Mathew D. McCubbins and Roger Noll – McNollgast), Virginia Law Review 75 
(March 1989): 431-82. 

• Reprinted in Thomas P. Lyon, ed., Regulation. (Edward Elgar, Publishing, forthcoming, Spring 
2007.) 

• Reprinted in Pablo T. Spiller, Institutional Law and Economics. (Edward Elgar Publishing, 
forthcoming.) 

• Reprinted in B. Guy Peters and John Pierre, eds., Public Administration. Sage Publications 
(forthcoming). 

 

"A Theory of Political Control and Agency Discretion," (with Randall L. Calvert and Mathew D. 
McCubbins). American Journal of Political Science (August 1989) 83: 588-611.  

 
"Regulation and the Theory of Legislative Choice: The Interstate Commerce Act of 1887" (with Thomas W.  

Gilligan and William J. Marshall), Journal of Law and Economics 32 (April 1989): 35-61. 
 

"Floor Behavior in Congress: Committee Power Under the Open Rule," American Political Science 
Review (September 1989) 83: 795-815.  
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"Constitutions and Commitment: The Evolution of Institutions Governing Public Choice in 17th Century 
England" (with Douglass C. North). Journal of Economic History. (December 1989) 49: 803-32.  

• Reprinted in: Torsten Persson and Guido Tabellini, eds., Monetary and Fiscal Policy. (Cambridge: 
M.I.T. Press, 1994); 

• Reprinted in Oliver E. Williamson and Scott E. Masten, eds., Transaction Cost Economics. vol. I. 
(Edward Elgar Publishing, 1995); 

• Reprinted in Lee J. Alston, Thrainn Eggertsson, and Douglass C. North, eds., Empirical Studies in 
Institutional Change (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1996); 

• Translated into Spanish, “Constituciones y compromiso: la evolución de las instituciones públicas 
gubernamentales en la Inglaterra del siglo XVII,” THÉMIS-Revista de Derecho (1997) 36: 213-231 

• Reprinted in Svetozar Pejovich, ed., The Economics of Property Rights. (Edward Elgar 
Publishing, 2001); 

• Reprinted in Colin D. Scott, ed., Regulation (Aldershot, UK: Ashgate Publishing, 2003); 
• Reprinted in Claude Menard, The Political Economy of Institutions vol. 6 (Edward Elgar, 

Publishing, 2004). 
• Reprinted in Dewan, Torun, Keith Dowding and Kenneth A. Shepsle, eds., Rational Choice 

Politics. (London: Sage, 2009); 
• Reprinted in Kevin E. Davis, ed., Institutions and Economic Performance (Edward Elgar, 

Publishing, forthcoming); 
• Reprinted in Andreas Dahlkvist and Lars Magnusson, eds., Twentieth-Century Economic 

History: Critical Concepts in Economics (New York: Routledge, forthcoming); 
• Reprinted in Pablo Spiller, ed., Institutional Law and Economics (Edward Elgar, Publishing, 

forthcoming); 
• Reprinted in Howard R. Vane and Chris Mulhearn, eds., Gunnar Myrdal, Friedrich A. von 

Hayek, Robert W. Fogel, Douglass C. North and Amartya K. Sen (Edward Elgar, Publishing, 
2011). 

• Reprinted with a new introduction, “Limited Government and Liberal Markets: An Introduction to 
‘Constitutions and Commitment,’” in Paul W. Drake and Mathew D. McCubbins, eds., The Origins of 
Liberty: Political and Economic Liberalization in the Modern World (Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1998). 

• Translated into Spanish, Economía Política del Crecimiento. Cadenas causales y mecanismos 
institucionales (CAF, Development Bank of Latin America, 2015). 

• Excerpted, Angela Anderson, Dan Nuttell and Alan White, Revolutions in Early Modern and 
Modern Europe. Bristol, UK: Pearson Education Ltd. 

• Translated into Chinese, Comparative Studies (2003) 6. 
• Reprinted in Daniel Klerman, ed., Economics of Legal History. (Edward Elgar, Publishing, 2015). 
• Reprinted in Robert W. Kolb, ed., The Economics of Sovereign Debt. (Edward Elgar, Publishing, 

2017). 
• Reprinted in D’Maris Coffman, ed., Public Borrowing: Critical Concepts in Finance. 

(London: Routledge.  
• Translated into Hebrew, Law and History	[Mishpat ve-Historia],	(forthcoming). 
• Comment by Bruce G. Carruthers, “Politics, Popery and Property: A Comment on North and 

Weingast,” Journal of Economic History (Sept. 1990) 50: 693-98. 
 

“The Political Institutions of Representative Government: Legislatures." Journal of Institutional and 
Theoretical Economics (December 1989) 145: 693-703



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        14 
 

• Reprinted in Eric Furubotn and Rudolph Richter (eds.), The New Institutional Economics. 
(Tübingen: J.C.B. Mokr [Paul Siebeck]; and College Station: Texas A&M Press, 1991). 

 
"The Interstate Commerce Act of 1887: The Economic and Political Consequences of the Short-haul Pricing 
Constraint" (with Thomas W. Gilligan and William J. Marshall). Rand Journal of Economics 11 (Summer 
1990): 189-210. 
 
"Congress: The Genesis of the Thrift Crisis" (with Thomas Romer), Stanford Law and Policy Review 
(Spring 1990) 2: 37-46. 
 
"Slack, Public Interest, and Structure-Induced Policy," Published under "McNollgast" (with Mathew D. 
McCubbins and Roger G. Noll), Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization (1990) 6: 203-212. 
 
"Positive and Normative Models of Procedural Rights: An Integrative Approach to Administrative 
Procedures," Published under "McNollgast" (With Mathew D. McCubbins and Roger Noll) Journal of Law, 
Economics, and Organization (1990) 6: 307-32. 
 
"The Role of Institutions in the Revival of Trade: The Medieval Law Merchant, Private Judges, and the 
Champagne Fairs" (with Paul R. Milgrom and Douglass C. North) Economics and Politics (March 1990) 2: 1-
23. 
• Reprinted in Douglas Irwin, ed., Trade in the Pre-Modern Period: 1400-1700. (Edward Elgar, 1996); 
• Reprinted in Daniel Klein, ed., Reputation: Studies in the Voluntary Elicitation of Good 

Conduct. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press (1997); 
• Reprinted in Claude Menard, The Political Economy of Institutions vol. 6 (Edward Elgar, 

Publishing, 2004); 
• Reprinted in Lisa Martin, International Institutions in the New Global Economy (Edward Elgar 

Publishing, 2005); 
• Reprinted in Edward Stringham, Anarchy and the Law (New Brunswick, New Jersey: Transaction 

Publishers, 2006); 
• Reprinted in Eric A. Posner, Social Norms, Nonlegal Sanctions, and the Law (Edward Elgar 

Publishing, 2007.) 
 

"The Political Control of Bureaucracies Under Asymmetric Information" (with Jeffrey Banks). American 
Journal of Political Science (1992) 36: 509-24.  

 
"The Theory of Interpretive Canons and Legislative Behavior: A Comment on Rodriguez," Published under 

"McNollgast" (i.e., with Mathew D. McCubbins and Roger G. Noll), International Review of Law 
and Economics (1992) 12: 235-38. 

 
"A Positive Theory of Statutory Interpretation" (with John A. Ferejohn), International Review of Law and 

Economics (1992) 12: 263-79. 
• Reprinted in Richard A. Posner and Francesco Parisi, eds., Law and Economics. (Edward Elgar, 

Publishing). 
• Reprinted in Lee Epstein, ed., The Economics of Judicial Behaviour. (Edward Elgar, Publishing, 2013.) 
• Reprinted in Brian Bix. Ed., Economic Approaches to Legal Reasoning and Interpretation. (Edward 

Elgar, Publishing, 2013.) 



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        15 
 

 
"Introduction to the Law and Economics of Constitutions and Public Law," and editor (with Robert Cooter), 

"The Law and Economics of Constitutions and Public Law," special issue of International Review of Law 
and Economics (1992) 12: 123-24.  
 

"LBarry*56 
imitations of Statutes: Strategic Statutory Interpretation," (with John A. Ferejohn), Georgetown Law Review 

(1992) 80: 565-82. 
 

"Stacking the Senate, Changing the Nation: Republican Rotten Boroughs and American Political Development 
in the Late 19th Century" (with Charles Stewart III), Studies in American Political Development (1992) 6: 
223-71. 
 

  "Positive Canons: The Role of Legislative Bargains in Statutory Interpretation," Published under 
"McNollgast" (With Mathew D. McCubbins and Roger Noll), Georgetown Law Review (1992) 80: 705-
42. 

• Reprinted in Singer, Norman J., ed., Sutherland on Statutes and Statutory Construction. 5th ed. (Deerfield, 
Illinois: Clark-Boardman-Callaghan. 1992) Volume 3A, pp. 739-762. 

• Reprinted in Singer, Norman J., ed., Sutherland on Statutes and Statutory Construction. 6th ed. 
(St. Paul, MN: West Group, 2000). 

• Reprinted in Sutherland on Statutes and Statutory Construction. 7th ed. (St. Paul, MN: West 
Group). 
 

"Constitutions as Governance Structures: The Political Foundations of Secure Markets," Journal of 
Institutional and Theoretical Economics. (1993) 149: 286-311. 
• Reprinted in Stefan Voight, ed., Constitutional Political Economy (Edward Elgar Publishing, 

forthcoming.)  
• Reprinted in Claude Menard, The Political Economy of Institutions vol. 6 (Edward Elgar, Publishing, 

2004);  
• Reprinted in Rudolf Ritcher and Eric Furubotn, eds., The New Institutional Economics of Markets. 

(Edward Elgar Publishing, forthcoming.) 
• Translated into Chinese: Ma Jun, Bin, Xiao and Yaping, Liu., eds., Selected Collection of 

Transactions Cost Politics (Beijing: Chinese RenMin University Press, 2008);  
• Comment by Peter Bernholz, Journal of Institutional and Theoretical Economics. (1993) 149: 312-

20. 
 

"Legislative Intent: The Use of Positive Political Theory in Statutory Interpretation," Published under 
"McNollgast" (With Mathew D. McCubbins and Roger Noll), Law and Contemporary Problems 
(1994) 57: 3-37. 

• Reprinted in Daniel A. Farber, ed., Public Choice and Public Law. (Edward Elgar Publishing, 2007);  
• Reprinted in Robert A. Cooter and Francesco Parisi, eds., Legal Institutions and Economic 

Development. (Edward Elgar Publishing, 2010). 
• Reprinted in part in Maxwell L. Stearns, Todd Zywicki, and Thomas Miceli, eds., Law and Economics: 

Private and Public. West Academic Publishing (forthcoming). 
 

"Positive Theories of Congressional Institutions" (with Kenneth A. Shepsle), Legislative Studies 
Quarterly (May, 1994) 19: 149-79.   



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        16 
 

  Reprinted in Kenneth A. Shepsle and Barry R. Weingast. Positive Theories of Congressional 
Institutions University of Michigan Press. 1995. 
 

"Reflections on Distributive Politics and Universalism," Political Research Quarterly (June 1994) 47: 
319-28. 

 
"Commitment, Coordination, and Enforcement: The Case of the Merchant Guilds" (with Avner Greif and 

Paul Milgrom). Journal of Political Economy (1994) 102: 745-76. 
• Reprinted in Jack Knight and Itai Sened, eds. Explaining Social Institutions. (Ann Arbor: University of 

Michigan Press (1995);  
• Reprinted in Elias L Khalil, ed., Trust (Edward Elgar Publishing, 2003);  
• Reprinted in Claude Menard, The International Library of the New Institutional Economics vol 3. 

(Edward Elgar, Publishing, 2004);  
• Reprinted in Eric A. Posner, Social Norms, Nonlegal Sanctions, and the Law (Edward Elgar 

Publishing, 2007);  
• Reprinted in Dewan, Torun, Keith Dowding and Kenneth A. Shepsle, eds., Rational Choice Politics. 

(London: Sage, 2009);  
• Reprinted in Lisa Bernstein and Francesco Parisi, eds., Customary Law. (Edward Elgar Publishing, 

forthcoming.)  
• Reprinted in Pablo T. Spiller, Institutional Law and Economics. (Edward Elgar Publishing, 

forthcoming.)  
 
"Douglass C. North's Contributions to Economics and Economic History" (with Johan Myhrman), Nobel 

Symposium, Scandinavian Journal of Economics. (1994) 96: 185-93. 
• Translated into French: "Douglass C. North: Le Changement Institutionnel au Cœur de la 

Croissance Économique," Problèms Économiques No. 2.395 (26 Octobre, 1994), pp. 7-11. 
 

"Politics and the Courts: A Positive Theory of Judicial Doctrine and the Rule of Law," Published under 
"McNollgast" (With Mathew D. McCubbins and Roger Noll), Southern California Law Journal 
(September 1995) 68: 1631-83. 

• Reprinted in Lee Epstein, ed., The Economics of Judicial Behaviour.  (Edward Elgar, Publishing, 
2013.)  

• Reprinted in Pablo T. Spiller, Institutional Law and Economics. (Edward Elgar Publishing, 2011.)  
       

"A Rational Choice Perspective on the Role of Ideas: Shared Belief Systems and State Sovereignty in 
International Cooperation," Politics and Society (December, 1995) 23: 449-64. 

 
"Federalism, Chinese Style: The Political Basis for Economic Success in China" (with Gabriella 

Montinola and Yingyi Qian), World Politics (October, 1995) 48: 50-81. 
•   Reprinted in Chun Lin, ed., China. Vol. II (Aldershot, UK: Ashgate Publishing Ltd., 2000);  
•   Reprinted in Etisham Ahmad and Giorgio Brosio, eds., Effective Federalism and Local Finance 

(Edward Elgar, Publishing). 
• Reprinted in Anthony Saich, ed., The Politics and Governance of China (Edward Elgar, 

Publishing, forthcoming). 
• Reprinted in Yingyi Qian, ed, From Plan to Market: How Reform Worked in China. 

Cambridge: M.I.T. Press (2017). 
  



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        17 
 

"The Economic Role of Political Institutions: Market-Preserving Federalism and Economic 
Development." Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization (Spring 1995) 11: 1-31.  

• Reprinted/ translated into Spanish as “El papel económico de las instituciones políticas: el federalismo de 
mercado y el desarrollo económico, in Pablo Beramendi and Ramón Maíz, eds., Federalismo y 
Neoinstitutionalismo, Zona Abierta 104-105 (2003).  

• Reprinted in Peter J. Boettke, ed., The Legacy of Friedrich von Hayek (Edward Elgar Publishing, 2004);  
• Reprinted in Stefan Voight, Constitutional Political Economy (Edward Elgar Publishing, 2004);  
• Reprinted in Claude Menard, The International Library of the New Institutional Economics 

(Edward Elgar, Publishing, 2005);  
• Reprinted in Bruce H. Kobayashi and Larry E. Ribstein, eds., Economics of Federalism (Edward 

Elgar, Publishing, 2007);  
• Reprinted in Nicholas Mercuro, ed., Critical Concepts in Law; Major Work: Law and Economics 

(Routledge Publishing, 2007);  
• Reprinted in Dewan, Torun, Keith Dowding and Kenneth A. Shepsle, eds., Rational Choice Politics. 

(London: Sage, 2009);  
• Reprinted in Richard Epstein, ed., The Economics of Constitutional Law. (Edward Elgar, 

Publishing, 2010);  
• Reprinted in Pablo T. Spiller, ed., Institutional Law and Economics. (Edward Elgar, Publishing);  
• Reprinted in John Kincaid, ed., Federalism. (SAGE Publications, forthcoming 2010);  
• Reprinted in Peter J. Boettke and Peter T. Leeson, eds., The Economic Role of the State (Edward 

Elgar, Publishing, 2015).  
 

"China's Transition to Markets: Market-Preserving Federalism, Chinese Style" (with Yingyi Qian). 
Journal of Policy Reform. (1996) 1: 149-86. 

• Translated into Chinese, Economic Highlights (serialized, beginning August 18, 1995). 
 

“A Comparative Theory of Federalism: The Case of India” (with Sunita Parikh) Virginia Law Review 
(October 1997) 83: 1593-1615. 

“The Origins of American Trade Policy: Rules, Coalitions and International Politics," (with Michael 
Bailey and Judith Goldstein) World Politics (April 1997) 49: 309-38.  

• Reprinted in Jeffry Frieden, David Lake, and Lawrence Broz, eds., International Political Economy, 
5th Edition (New York: W.W. Norton). 

 
"The Political Foundations of Democracy and the Rule of Law." American Political Science Review 

(June 1997) 91: 245-63.         
• “A Postscript to ‘The Political Foundations of Democracy and the Rule of Law,” in Jose Maria 

Maravall and Adam Przeworski, eds., Introduction to Democracy and the Rule of Law. (New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 2003);  

•   Translated into Chinese, Comparative Studies. 50 (December 2010). 
 

“Federalism as a Commitment to Preserving Market Incentives” (with Yingyi Qian), Journal of 
Economic Perspectives (Fall 1997) 11: 83-92. 

• Reprinted in Yingyi Qian, ed, From Plan to Market: How Reform Worked in China. Cambridge: 
M.I.T. Press (2017). 

 
“From Federalism, Chinese Style, to Privatization, Chinese Style” (with Yuanzheng Cao and Yingyi 

Qian) Economics of Transition (1999) vol 7 no. 1: 103-31. 



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        18 
 

•   Excerpted in part, “The Sale Goes On — Transforming Small Enterprises in China,” Transition 
(February 1998) 9: 5-7. 

 
"Rationality and Interpretation: The Politics of Transition," (with Robert Bates and Rui de Figueiredo). 

Politics and Society (December 1998). 26: 603-42. 
 

“The Political Origins of the Administrative Procedure Act,” Published under "McNollgast" (With 
Mathew D. McCubbins and Roger Noll) Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization (April 
1999) 15: 180-217. 

• Reprinted in part, Walter Gellhorn, Clark Byse, Peter L. Strauss, Todd Rakoff, Cynthia Farina, and 
Gillian Metzger. Administrative Law. 11th ed. (Foundation Press.) 

 
"Analytic Narratives Revisited," (with Robert Bates, Avner Greif, Margaret Levi, and Jean-Laurent 

Rosenthal) Social Science History (Winter 2000) 24, 4: 679-690.  
 

"The American System of Shared Powers: The President, Congress, and the NLRB" (with Susan K. 
Snyder). Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization (November 2000) 16: 269-305.  

 
"The Democratic Advantage: The Institutional Sources of State Power in International Competition" 

(with Kenneth A. Schultz). International Organization (Winter, 2003) 57: 3-42. 
• Reprinted in Bruce Russett, ed., International Security and Conflict (Aldershot, England: Ashgate 

Publishing Limited). 
• Reprinted in Robert W. Kolb, ed., The Economics of Sovereign Debt. (Edward Elgar, Publishing, 

2017).  
 

“The Positive Political Theory of Legislative History: New Perspectives on the 1964 Civil Rights Act and 
its Interpretation (with Daniel B. Rodriguez). University of Pennsylvania Law Review (April 2003) 
151(4): 1417-1542.  

 
“Self-Enforcing Federalism,” (with Rui J.P. de Figueiredo, Jr.). Journal of Law, Economics, and 

Organization. (April 2005) 21: 103-35. 
•      Reprinted in Stefan Voigt, ed., Design of Constitutions (Edward Elgar, Publishing, forthcoming).  
 

“Regional Decentralization and Fiscal Incentives: Federalism, Chinese Style,” (with Hehui Jin and 
Yingyi Qian) Journal of Public Economics 89 (2005): 1719-42.  

• Reprinted: The Economics of Transition: The Fifth Nobel Symposium in Economics, edited by 
Erik Berglöf and Gérard Roland. (Palgrave MacMillan, 2007).  

• Reprinted in Yingyi Qian, ed, From Plan to Market: How Reform Worked in China. Cambridge: 
M.I.T. Press ().    

 
“The Constitutional Dilemma of Economic Liberty” Journal of Economic Perspectives 19(3) (2005): 

89-108. 
 

“An Equilibrium Alternative to the Study of Culture” (with David D. Laitin), The Good Society 2006. 
15(1): 15-20. 

 



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        19 
 

“Conditions for Judicial Independence” Published under "McNollgast" (With Mathew D. McCubbins and 
Roger Noll) Journal of Contemporary Legal Issues (2006) 15(1): 105-27. 

 
“Rationality, Inaccurate Mental Models, and Self-Confirming Equilibrium: A New Understanding of the 

American Revolution” (with Rui J.P. de Figueiredo, Jr., and Jack Rakove) Journal of Theoretical 
Politics (Oct. 2006) 18: 384-415. 

 
“Crisis Bureaucracy: Homeland Security and the Political Design of Legal Mandates” (with Dara Kay 

Cohen and Mariano-Florentino Cuéllar) Stanford Law Review (December 2006) 59(3): 673-727.  
 

“Constructing Self-Enforcing Federalism in the Early United States and Modern Russia (with Rui J. P. de 
Figueiredo, Jr., and Michael McFaul). Publius: The Journal of Federalism (2007) 37(2): 160-189. 

 
“The Paradox of Expansionist Judicial Statutory Interpretations” (with Daniel B. Rodriguez) 

Northwestern University Law Review (2007) 101(3): 1207-55. 
 

“Violence and the Rise of Open Access Orders” (with Douglass C. North and John Joseph Wallis), 
Journal of Democracy (January 2009) 20: 55-68. 

 
“Second Generation Fiscal Federalism: The Implications of Fiscal Incentives” Journal of Urban 

Economics (May 2009) 65: 279-93. 
 

“The Rule of Law Unplugged” (with Mathew D. McCubbins and Daniel B. Rodriguez) in Emory Law 
Journal (2010) 59(6): 1455-94. 

•   Translated into Chinese, Comparative Studies (Bijiao) No 2 (2013): 1-38. 
 

“Agenda Control in Congress: Evidence from Cut Point Estimates and Ideal Point Uncertainty” (with 
Edward H. Stiglitz) Legislative Studies Quarterly (2010) 35(2): 157-85. 

 
“Constitutional Stability and the Deferential Court” (with Sonia Mittal). University of Pennsylvania 

Constitutional Law Journal (2011) 13(2): 337-52. 
 

“Why So Much Stability?: Majority Voting, Legislative Institutions, and Gordon Tullock” (with Kenneth 
A. Shepsle) Public Choice (2012) 152 (1-2): 83-95.   

 
"What is Law? A Coordination Model of the Characteristics of Legal Order" (with Gillian K. Hadfield) 

Journal of Legal Analysis. (2012) 4(2): 1-44. 
• Translated into Chinese, Journal of Comparative Studies. 
 

“Self-Enforcing Constitutions: With an Application to Democratic Stability in America’s First Century” 
(with Sonia Mittal). Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization (2013) 29(2): 278-302. 

 
“Second Generation Fiscal Federalism: Political Aspects of Decentralization and Economic 

Development,” World Development (2013).  
 

 



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        20 
 

“Law without the State: Legal Attributes and the Coordination of Decentralized Collective Punishment” 
(with Gillian K. Hadfield). Journal of Law and Courts 1(1) (February 2013): 1-32.  

•   Translated into Chinese, Comparative Studies (Bijiao) (forthcoming). 
 

“Microfoundations of the Rule of Law” (with Gillian K. Hadfield), Annual Review of Political Science 
(2014) 17:23.1–23.    

•   Translated into Chinese, Comparative Studies (Bijiao) (forthcoming).  
 

“The Self-Stabilizing Constitution: The Role of the Takings Clause” (with Tonja Jacobi and Sonia 
Mittal) Northwestern University Law Review (2015) 109(3): 601-37. 

 
“Building Legal Order in Ancient Athens” (With Federica Carugati and Gillian Hadfield). Journal of 

Legal Analysis. 2015, 7(2): 291–324. 
• Translated into Russia in, Actual Problems of Economics and Law (2016) 10(4): 150-73. 

 

“The ‘Reformation of Administrative Law’ Revisited” (with Daniel B. Rodriguez), Journal of Law, 
Economics, and Organization (2015) 31(4): 782-807.  

 
“Authoritarian Survival and Poverty Traps: Land Reform in Mexico” (with Michael Albertus, Alberto 

Diaz-Cayeros, and Beatriz Magaloni), World Development (2015) 77: 154–170.  
 

"Capitalism, Democracy, and Countermajoritarian Institutions," Supreme Court Economic Review, 
(2015) 23:255-77.  

 
“Executive Discretion and the Rule of Law: A Positive Analysis of Presidential Signing Statements” 

(with Daniel B. Rodriguez and Edward H. Stiglitz). Journal of Legal Analysis (2016). 
 

“Exposing the Neoclassical Fallacy: McCloskey on Ideas and the Great Enrichment,” Scandinavian 
Economic History Review (2016) 64(3): 189-201. 

 
"Executive Constraint, Political Stability and Economic Growth" (with Gary W. Cox) Comparative 

Political Studies (2018) 51(3): 279–303. 
 

“Taobao, Federalism, and the Emergence of L+aw, Chinese Style” (with Lizhi Liu), University of 
Minnesota Law Review (2018) 102(4): 1563-90. 

•   Translated into Chinese (2018).                
•      Chander, Anupam, and Haochen Sun, eds., Data Sovereignty. (Oxford: Oxford University Press.).   
  

“Privatizing Law: Is the Rule of Law an Equilibrium Without Private Ordering?” (With Gillian K. 
Hadfield). Nomos (2018). 

 
Gary W. Cox and Barry R. Weingast. 2018. “Executive Constraint, Political Stability, and Economic 

Growth,” Comparative Political Studies. Vol. 51(3) 279–303 
 



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        21 
 

“Rethinking Mass and Elite: Decision-Making in the Athenian Law-Courts” (with Federica Carugati), in 
Mirko Canevaro, Andrew Erskine, Benjamin Gray, and Josiah Ober, eds., Ancient Greek History 
and Contemporary Social Science. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press. 2018.  

 
“Equilibrium Impotence: Why the States and Not the American National Government Financed 

Infrastructure Investment in the Antebellum Era” (with John Joseph Wallis). Journal of Public 
Finance and Public Choice (2018). 

 
"The Violence Trap: A Political-Economic Approach to the Problems of Development” (with Gary W. 

Cox and Douglass C. North). Journal of Public Finance and Public Choice (2019) 34(1): 3-19. 
 Translated into Chinese, Comparative Studies. 

 
“Is Development Uniquely Modern? Athens on the Doorstep” (with Federica Carugati and Josiah Ober). 

Public Choice (2019) 181(1-2): 29–47. 
 

“Deriving ‘General Principles’: Adam Smith’s Pervasive Use of Equilibrium and Comparative Statics 
Analysis” (with Glory M. Liu). Adam Smith Review 12 (2021) 12: 134-65. 

 
“Persistent Inefficiency: Adam Smith's Theory of Slavery,” Adam Smith Review (2021) 12: 290-310.  
 

“Twentieth Century America as a Developing Country: Reflections on Conflict, Institutions, and Public 
Law” (with Mariano-Florentine Cuéllar and Margaret Levi). Harvard Journal on Legislation. 
(2021). 57(1); 25-66.  

 
“Engineering the Modern Administrative State: Political Accommodation and Legal Strategy in the New 

Deal Era” (with Daniel Rodriguez). Brigham Young University Law Review 46:1 (2021): 147-217. 
 
“Persistent Inefficiency: Adam Smith's Theory of Slavery,” Adam Smith Review (2021) 12: 290-310. 
 

“Judicial Review by the People Themselves: Democracy and the Rule of Law in Ancient Athens” (with 
Federica Carugati and Randall L. Calvert), Journal of Law, Economics, and Organizations. (2022). 

 
“Liberty (and the Neoclassical Fallacy).” Journal of Public Finance and Public Choice (2023). 

• Translated into Chinese, Journal of Comparative Studies  
 

“An Emendation to Adam Smith’s ‘Luxury Hypothesis.’”	Social	Philosophy	&	Policy		
On	the	“Wealth	of	Nations	at	250”	42(2):	402-15.	(2025).	
	

“War,	Trade,	and	Mercantilism:	Reconciling	Adam	Smith's	Three	Theories	of	the	British	Empire.”	
Journal	Of	Global	Trade,	Ethics	and	Law, Volume 3 Issue 2, 2025 
	

“Adam	Smith’s	Constitutionalism.”	Constitutional	Political	Economy	(forthcoming,	2026).		
	
“What	Every	Ph.D.	Student	Should	Know	about	Adam	Smith.	Annual	Review	of	Economics	18: 647–

68	(ß2026).	
	
	



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        22 
 

“Modern	State	Capacity	in	the	Wealth	of	Nations”	(with	Glory	M.	Liu).	History	of	Political	Economy	
(forthcoming,	2026).	

  
 

PUBLICATIONS IN EDITED COLLECTIONS 
   

"Safety Regulation," (with Nina W. Cornell and Roger G. Noll), in Henry Owen and Charles L. Schultze 
(eds.), Setting National Priorities: The Coming Decade (Washington, D.C.: The Brookings 
Institution, 1976). 

 
"Physicians, DNA Research Scientists, and the Market for Lemons," in Regulating the Professions: A 

Policy Symposium, edited by Roger D. Blair and Steven Rubin (Lexington, MA: D.C. Heath, 1980). 
 

"Congress, Regulation and the Courts: Economic Perspectives on Political Choice" (with Kent Hall), in 
The Problems of Regulation: An Agenda for Research in the 1980s, edited by Allen Ferguson 
(Ballinger, 1981). 

 
"Runaway Bureaucracy and Congressional Oversight: Why Reforms Fail," (with Randall L. Calvert). 

Policy Studies Review 1 (1982), pp. 557-64.  
 

"Legislative Politics and Budgetary Outcomes," (with Kenneth A. Shepsle), in Gregory B. Mills and John 
L. Palmer (eds.), Federal Budget Policy in the 1980s (Washington, D.C.: Urban Institute, 1984), pp. 
343-57.  

 
"Policy Consequences of Government by Subcommittee," (with Kenneth A. Shepsle), in Lowell Harriss 

(ed.), Control of Federal Spending (New York: Academy of Political Science, 1985), pp. 114-131. 
      

"Congressional Influence over Policymaking: The Case of the FTC" (with Randall L. Calvert and Mark J. 
Moran), in Mathew D. McCubbins and Terry Sullivan (eds.), Congress: Structure and Policy 
(Cambridge University Press, 1987), Ch. 19. 

 
"Penultimate Power: Conference Committees and the Legislation Process" (with Kenneth A. Shepsle) in 

Morris P. Fiorina and David H. Rohde (eds.), Home Style and Washington Work: Studies of 
Congressional Politics (University of Michigan Press, 1989), pp. 199-217. 

 
"Congress: The Genesis of the Thrift Crisis" (with Thomas Romer), Stanford Law and Policy Review 

(Spring 1990) 2: 37-46. 
 

"Slack, Public Interest, and Structure-Induced Policy," Published under "McNollgast" (with Mathew D. 
McCubbins and Roger G. Noll), Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization (1990) 6: 203-212. 

 
"Rational Actor Theory, Social Norms, and Policy Implementation: Applications to Administrative 

Processes and Bureaucratic Culture" (with Roger G. Noll), in Kristen Monroe (ed.), The Economic 
Approach to Politics (New York: Harper and Row, 1991). 

  



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        23 
 

"Political Foundations of the Thrift Debacle," (with Thomas Romer), Ch. 6 in Alberto Alesina and 
Geoffrey Carliner, eds., Politics and Economics in the 1980s, National Bureau of Economic Research 
Conference Series (University of Chicago Press, 1991). 

• Reprinted in James Barth, R. Dan Brumbaugh, and Joseph Stiglitz, eds., Deposit Insurance 
Reform. (New York: HarperCollins, 1992) 

 
"Fighting Fire with Fire: Amending Activity and Institutional Change in the Post Reform Congress," Ch. 

8 in Roger Davidson, ed., The Post-Reform Congress (New York: St. Martins Press, 1992).  
 

"Banking Reform: Economic Propellants, Political Repellents" (with Kenneth Scott), in George G. 
Kaufman, ed., Reforming Financial Institutions. Ch. 2. (Boston: Kluwer Pub., 1994.) 

 
"Ideas, Interests and Institutions: Constructing the EC Internal Market," (with Geoffrey Garrett), in Judith 

Goldstein and Robert Keohane (eds.), The Role of Ideas in Foreign Policy. Ithaca: Cornell 
University Press, 1993. 

 
"Douglass C. North's Contributions to Economics and Economic History" (with Johan Myhrman), Nobel 

Symposium, Scandinavian Journal of Economics. (1994) 96: 185-93. 
•   Translated into French: "Douglass C. North: Le Changement Institutionnel au Cœur de la 

Croissance Économique," Problèms Économiques No. 2.395 (26 Octobre, 1994), pp. 7-11.  
 

"Elements of a Theory of Jurisdictional Change" (with Alessandra Casella), ch 2 in Barry Eichengreen, 
Jeffry Frieden, and Jürgen von Hagen, eds., Politics and Institutions in an Integrated Europe. (New 
York: Springer Verlag, 1995).  

 
"Rational Choice Perspectives on Institutions," Ch. 5 in Robert E. Goodin and Hans-Dieter Klingemann 

(eds.), A New Handbook of Political Science. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996.) 
•   Translated into Spanish: “Las Instituciones Politicas: Perspectivas de Eleccion Racional,” Chapter 5 

in Robert E. Goodin and Hans-Dieter Klingemann (eds.), Nuevo Manual de Ciencia Political. 
(Istmo, 2004).  

 
"Off-the-Path Behavior: A Game-Theoretic Approach to Counterfactuals and Its Implications for 

Political and Historical Analysis," in Philip E. Tetlock and Aaron Belkin, eds., Counterfactual 
Thought Experiments in World Politics (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996). 

 
"Institutions, State Activism, and the Role of Government in Economic Development," (with Yingyi 

Qian), in Masahiko Aoki, Masahiro Okuno-Fujihara, and Hyung-ki Kim, eds., The Role of 
Government in East Asian Economies: Comparative Institutional Analysis. (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1997.) 
 

“The Politics of the New Federalism,” in John A. Ferejohn and Barry R. Weingast, eds, The New 
Federalism: Can the States Be Trusted? Stanford: Hoover Institution Press (1997).  

•   Reprinted in Roger L. Kemp, ed., How American Governments Work: A Handbook of City, 
County, Regional, State, and Federal Operations. Jefferson, N. Carolina: McFarland & Co. 2002.  

 



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        24 
 

"The Political Foundations of Limited Government: Parliament and Sovereign Debt in 17th and 18th 
Century England." in John V.C. Nye and John N. Drobak, eds. Frontiers of the New Institutional 
Economics. (Academic Press, 1997). 

 
"The Political Commitment to Markets and Marketization: Comment on "Credible Commitment and 

Property Rights," in William H. Riker and David Weimer, eds., The Political Economy of Property 
Rights: Institutional Change and Credibility on the Road from Serfdom. (Cambridge University 
Press, 1997) 

 
"Democratic Stability as a Self-Enforcing Equilibrium," in Albert Breton, Gianluigi Galeotti, Pierre 

Salmon, and Ronald Wintrobe, (eds.), Understanding Democracy: Economic and Political 
Perspectives. (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1997). 

 
"Constructing Trust: The Politics and Economics of Ethnic and Regional Conflict," in Virginia Haufler, 

Karol Soltan, and Eric Uslaner, eds., Institutions and Social Order. (Ann Arbor: University of 
Michigan Press, 1998). 

 
"Limited Governments, Powerful States" (with Kenneth A. Schultz), in Randolph Siverson, ed., 

Strategic Politicians, Institutions, and Foreign Policy. (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 
1998).  

 
"Political Stability and Civil War: Institutions, Commitment, and American Democracy,” in Analytic 

Narratives, Robert Bates, Avner Greif, Margaret Levi, Jean-Laurent Rosenthal, and Barry R. 
Weingast, eds. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998). 

 
"Political Control of the Bureaucracy," published under "McNollgast" (With Mathew D. McCubbins and 

Roger Noll), in The New Palgrave Dictionary of Economics and the Law. (London: Palgrave, 
1999). 

 
“Rationality of Fear: Political Opportunism and Ethnic Conflict” (with Rui de Figueiredo), in Barbara 

Walter and Jack Snyder, eds., Military Intervention in Civil Wars. (New York: Columbia University 
Press, 1999). 

 
"Order, Disorder, and Economic Change: Latin America vs. North America," (with Douglass C. North 

and William Summerhill) in Bruce Bueno de Mesquita and Hilton Root, eds., Governing for 
Prosperity. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2000). 

• Translated into Spanish, “Orden, desorden y cambio económico: Latinoamérica vs. Norte 
América,” Revista Instituciones y Desarrollo. (Institut Internacional de Governabilitat de 
Catalunya, Corsega, Barcelona, Spain, 2002.) 

 
“Rational Choice Theories of Bureaucratic Control and Performance” (with Kelly H. Chang and Rui 

J.P. de Figueiredo, Jr.) In William F. Shughart II and Laura Razzolini, eds., The Elgar 
Companion to Public Choice. (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, 2001). 

 
“Agenda Manipulation, Strategic Voting, and Legislative Details in the Compromise of 1850" (with Sean 

M. Theriault) in David Brady and Mathew D. McCubbins, Theoretical Explorations on the History 
of Congress. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2002. 



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        25 
 

 
“Rational Choice Institutionalism,” in Ira Katznelson and Helen V. Milner, eds., Political Science, State 

of the Discipline: Reconsidering Power, Choice, and the State. New York: Norton, 2002. 
•   Translated into Chinese: Ren Junfeng, Zhu Demi, and He Junzhi, eds., The New Institutionalism 

in Politics. Tianjing Peoples Press. 
•   Translated into Chinese: Teaching and Research (2005): 64-70. 
 

“Fiscal Federalism, Good Governance, and Economic Growth in Mexico” (with Maite Careaga). Dani 
Rodrik, ed., In Search of Prosperity: Analytic Narratives on Economic Growth. (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2003) 

 
“Constructing Self-Enforcing Democracy in Spain,” Irwin Morris, Joe Oppenheimer, and Karol Soltan, 

eds., From Anarchy to Democracy. (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2004). 
 

“The Performance and Stability of Federalism: An Institutional Perspective” in Claude Menard and Mary 
Shirley, eds., Handbook of the New Institutional Economics. (Springer, 2005). 

 
“Caught in the Middle: The President, Congress, And the Political-Bureaucratic System,” in Joel 

Aberbach and Mark Peterson, eds., The Executive Branch and American Democracy. (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2005)  

 
“Persuasion, Preference Change, and Critical Junctures: The Microfoundations of a Macroscopic 

Concept,” in Preferences and Situations: Points of Contact between Historical and Rational 
Choice Institutionalisms, eds. Ira Katznelson and Barry R. Weingast. (New York: Russell Sage 
Foundation, 2005.)  

 
“Intersection between Historical and Rational Choice Institutionisms,” (with Ira Katznelson), in Ira 

Katznelson and Barry R. Weingast, eds.,  Preferences and Situations: Points of Contact between 
Historical and Rational Choice Institutionalisms. (New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 2005.)  

 
“Designing Constitutional Stability” in Roger Congleton and Birgitta Swedenborg, eds., Democratic 

Constitutional Design and Public Policy: Analysis and Evidence (Cambridge: M.I.T. Press, 2006).  
 

“The New Separation of Powers Approach to American Politics” (with Rui J. P. de Figueiredo, Jr., Tonja 
Jacobi) in Barry R. Weingast and Donald Wittman, eds., Handbook of Political Economy. (New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2006). 

• Reprinted in Donald Wittman, ed., The Economics of Governance. (Edward Elgar 
Publishing, 2017.) 

 
“The Reach of Political Economy” (With Donald Wittman) in Barry R. Weingast and Donald Wittman, 

eds., Handbook of Political Economy. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2006) 
•   Reprinted in Robert A. Goodin, ed., Oxford Handbook of Political Science. (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press 2009). 
 



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        26 
 

“Capitalism and Economic Liberty: The Political Foundations of Economic Growth,” in Eytan 
Sheshinski, Robert J. Strom, and William J. Baumol, eds., Entrepreneurship, Innovation, and the 
Growth Mechanism of the Free-Enterprise Economies. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
2007.) 

 
“The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850: An Instrumental Interpretation” (With Jeffrey Rogers Hummel), in 

David W. Brady and Mathew D. McCubbins, eds., Party, Process, and Political Change in 
Congress, vol 2: “Further New Perspectives on the History of Congress.” (Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, 2007).  

 
“The Political-Economy of Law” written by "McNollgast" (with Mathew D. McCubbins and Roger 

Noll), in A. Mitchell Polinsky and Stephen Shavel, eds., Law and Economics Handbook vol 2 
(North Holland, 2007). 

 
“Dysfunctional or Optimal Institutions?: State Debt Limitations, the Structure of State and Local 

Governments, and the Finance of American Infrastructure,” (with John Joseph Wallis), in Elizabeth 
Garrett, Elizabeth Graddy and Howell Jackson, eds., Fiscal Challenges: An Interdisciplinary 
Approach to Budget Policy. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008).  

 
“Why Developing Countries Prove So Resistant to the Rule of Law,” in James J. Heckman, Robert L. 

Nelson, and Lee Cabatingan, eds., Global Perspectives on the Rule of Law. (New York: Routledge, 
Taylor & Francis Group, 2010.) 
• Translated into Chinese, Journal of Comparative Studies (April 2010). 47: 27-45.  

 
“A Theory of the Politically Independent Judiciary” (with Rebecca Bill-Chavez and John A. Ferejohn), 

in Gretchen Helmke and Julio Rios-Figueroa, eds., Courts in Latin America. (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2011) 
• Translated into Spanish, “Una teoría del Poder Judicial Independiente políticamente: un estudio 

comparativo de los Estados Unidos y Argentina,” Tribunales Constitucionales en América Latina 
(2010). 

• Translated into Chinese, Comparative Studies (Bijiao). 
 

“The Constitutional Choices of 1787 and Their Consequences” (with Sonia Mittal and Jack N. Rakove), 
in Douglas Irwin and Richard Sylla, eds., Founding Choices: American Economic Policy in the 
1790s. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2011.)  

 
“Democratization and Countermajoritarian Institutions: The Role of Power and Constitutional Design In 

Self-Enforcing Democracy” (with Susan Alberts and Chris Warshaw), in Tom Ginsburg, ed., 
Comparative Constitutional Design. (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2012.) 

 
“Limited Access Orders: An Introduction to the Conceptual Framework,” and “Lessons: In the Shadow 

of Violence,” (with Douglass C. North, John Joseph Wallis, and Steven B. Webb) in Douglass C. 
North, John Joseph Wallis, Steven B. Webb, and Barry R. Weingast, eds., In the Shadow of 
Violence: The Problem of Development for Limited Access Order Societies (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2012.)     
• Translated into Russian, Вопросы ЭКОНОИКИ (Problems of Economics) (2012) 3: 4-31. 

 



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        27 
 

“Endogenous Institutions: Law as a Coordinating Device” (with Gillian K. Hadfield), in Sebastian 
Galiani and Itai Sened, eds., Institutions, Property Rights, and Economic Growth: The Legacy of 
Douglass North. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014.)  

 
“The Fiscal Interest Approach: The Design of Tax and Transfer Systems” (with Caroline Pöschl), in J.P. 

Faguet and Caroline Pöschl, eds., Is Decentralization Good for Development? Perspectives from 
Academics and Policy Makers. Oxford: Oxford University Press (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2015). 

 
“Ending a Century of Violent Labor Conflict: A New Perspective on Unionization and the National 

Labor Relations Act,” (with Margaret Levi, Tania Melo, and Frances Zlotnick) in Naomi R. 
Lamoreaux and John Joseph Wallis, eds., Organizations, Civil Society, and the Roots of 
Development.  (Chicago: NBER and University of Chicago Press, 2017). 

         
“Adam Smith’s Theory of Violence and the Political-Economics of Development” in Naomi R. 

Lamoreaux and John Joseph Wallis, eds., Organizations, Civil Society, and the Roots of 
Development.  (Chicago: NBER and University of Chicago Press, 2017). 

 
“Judicial Review as a Self-stabilizing Constitutional Mechanism” (with Tonja Jacobi and Sonia Mittal) in 

Erin F. Delaney and Rosalind Dixon, eds., Comparative Judicial Review. Cheltenham, UK: Edward 
Elgar Publishing (2018). 

 
“Analytic Narratives, Case Studies, and Development” (with Margaret Levi), in Jennifer Widner, 

Michael Woolcock, and Daniel Ortega Nieto (eds.), The Case for Case Studies: Methods and 
Applications in International Development (2022). 

 
“The Sparta Game: Violence, Proportionality, Austerity, Collapse” (with Josiah Ober). In Danielle Allen, 

Paul Christensen, and Paul Millett eds. How to Do Things with History. Oxford University Press 
(2018).   

 
“Fortifications and Democracy in the Ancient Greek World” (with Josiah Ober) in Bernardo Zacka and 

Duncan Bell, eds., Democracy and Architecture. London: Bloomsbury Press (2020). 
 

“Barry R. Weingast recommends ‘Economic Backwardness in Political Perspective,’ by Daron 
Acemoglu and James A. Robinson” in Frey, Bruno S., and Christophe Schaltegger, eds., 21st Century 
Economics: Economic Ideas You Should Read and Remember. (Cham, Switzerland: Springer, 
2019). 

 
“Analytic Narratives and Case Studies” (with Margaret Levi) in The Case for Case Studies, eds.,  

Jennifer Widner, Michael; Woolcock, and Daniel Ortega Nieto. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 

 
“A Positive Theory of the Rule of Law” (with Gillian K. Hadfield and Jens Meierhenrich) in Jens 
Meierhenrich and Martin Loughlin, eds., The Cambridge Companion to the Rule of Law.  
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2022). 

 



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        28 
 

“Adam Smith’s Industrial Organization of Religion: Explaining the medieval Church’s Monopoly and its 
Breakdown in the Reformation,” in Paul Sagar, ed, Interpreting Adam Smith: Critical Essays. 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2023) 

 
The Medieval Expansion of Long-Distance Trade: Adam Smith on the Town's Escape from the Violent 

and Low-Growth Feudal Equilibrium,” in Eric Brousseau, ed., The Oxford Handbook of 
Institutions, International Governance, and Market Regulation. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
forthcoming 2026). 

 
 

 OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 
"Consumer Product Safety," Current History 78 (1980). 
 

"The Myth of Runaway Bureaucracy ─ The Case of the FTC," (with Mark J. Moran), Regulation 6 
(May/June 1982), pp. 33-38. Comments and Reply, Regulation 6 (September/October 1982), p. 4 and 
p. 56. 

 
"Government by Subcommittee," (with Clifford M. Hardin and Kenneth A. Shepsle). Wall Street 

Journal, Editorial page, June 24, 1983. 
 

"A Business Executive's Guide to Elections," (with Kenneth A. Shepsle), Contemporary Issue Series, 
No. 10, Center for the Study of American Business, Washington University, St. Louis, April 1984. 

  
Review of R.C.O. Matthews (ed.), Economy and Democracy (St. Martins Press, 1986), Journal of 

Economic Literature 25 (March 1987): 109-10. 
  

Editor, Political Economy and the Business School Curriculum, Olin School of Business, Washington 
University (April 1989). 

 
"The Role of Credible Commitments in State Finance," A review essay of Margaret Levi's, Of Rule and 

Revenue, Public Choice (1990) 66: 89-97. 
 

"The Future of Comparative Politics: Theory and Area Study" (with Kenneth A. Shepsle), APSA-
Comparative Politics Newsletter (1994) 5: 4,30.  

 
“Formal Theory and Comparative Politics,” APSA-Comparative Politics Newsletter (Winter 1997) 8: 

6-7. 
 

Review of Donald Wittman, The Myth of Democratic Failure: Why Political Institutions Are Efficient. 
(Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1995) in American Political Science Review (September 1996) 
90: 663-64. 

 
“How Little England Beat Big France” (with Kenneth Schultz) Hoover Digest (1996) No. 2: 118-25.  
 

“States’ Rights — and Wrongs” in John A. Ferejohn and Barry R. Weingast, eds, The New Federalism: 
Can the States Be Trusted? Stanford: Hoover Institution Press (1997). 



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        29 
 

• Reprinted in The Hoover Digest (Fall, 1997) pp. 39-45.   
 

“The Sale Goes On — Transforming Small Enterprises in China,” (with Yuanzheng Cao and Yingyi 
Qian) Transition (February 1998) 9: 5-7. 

 
“Concluding Remarks: The Emerging New Economic History of Latin America” (with Douglass C. 

North) in Stephen Haber, ed., Political Institutions and Economic Growth in Latin America. 
(Stanford: Hoover Institution Press, 2000). 

 
“Introduction: Institutional Analysis and Economic History” (with Douglass C. North) Symposium: High 

Politics and Low Finance, Journal of Economic History (June 2000) 60: 414-17. 
 

“A Comparative Theory of Federal Economic Performance,” APSA Comparative Politics Newsletter, 
(Win 2000): 11: 6-11. 

 
“Before the Fall: The Tragic Brilliance of Authoritarian Mexico — and its Demise ” (with Alberto Diaz-

Cayeros and Beatriz Magaloni), Hoover Digest (2001) No. 1: 174-80. 
 

“Russian Federalism: A Contradiction in Terms” (with Rui J.P. deFigueiredo, Jr.). Hoover Digest (Fall, 
2001) No. 4: 116-23. 

 
“The Future of Political Science as Discipline,” in Edward Mansfield and Richard Sisson, eds., The 

Evolution of Political Knowledge. (Ohio State University Press, 2004.) 
 

“The Poverty Trap: If Economists Are So Smart, Why Are Developing Countries So Poor?” (With 
Stephen Haber and Douglass C. North).  
• Hoover Digest (Fall, 2002): 75-81. 

 
“The Dilemma of Reforming a Post-Saddam Iraq (with Russell Berman and Stephen Haber),” in The 

Weekly Standard (March 24, 2003), 41. 
• Reprinted in The New Republic (March 31, 2003), 39.  
• Reprinted in the Hoover Daily Report, March 24, 2003.  

            
“If Economists Are So Smart, Why Is Africa So Poor?” (With Stephen Haber and Douglass C. North). 

Wall St. Journal Oped page, July 30, 2003. 
•     Reprinted in Hoover Digest (2003, No. 4): 55-59. 
 

"El Singular Momento Constitucional de Mexico" (“Mexico’s Unique Constitutional Moment”) (with 
Alberto Diaz-Cayeros and Beatriz Magaloni) Este Pais (April 2004). 

 
“Separation of Powers: Rebuffing Bush, Preserving Judicial Power,” (with Daniel B. Rodriguez) Oped, 

San Diego Union-Tribune, July 1, 2004. 
 

“Margaret Levi: Institutions, Individuals, Organizations, And Trust in Democratic Regimes,” (with 
Stephen E. Hanson, Joseph Jupille, and David J. Olson) PS - Political Science (October 2004) 37: 
895-98. 

 



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        30 
 

“Introduction,” (with Ian Morris). Symposium on: Institutions, Economics, and the Ancient 
Mediterranean World (editor, with Ian Morris), Journal of Institutional and Theoretical 
Economics Vol 160, No 4. (2004): 702-08. 

 
“Political-Economy – Where We Have Been, Where We Are, Where We Are Going,” in Kazuharu 

Kiyono and Masaru Kohno (eds.), Political Economy of Order and Institutions. (Tokyo: Tokyo 
Keizai Shinposha, 2006) (published in Japanese).  

 
“Violence and Social Orders: A Conceptual Framework for Interpreting Recorded Human History,” (with 

Douglass C. North and John Wallis), in Brian Levy, ed., Governance, Growth, and Development 
Decision-Making. (Washington, DC: The World Bank, 2008). 
•  Reprinted in The Hoover Digest (2009).  

 
“Administrative Law Agonistes” (McNollgast and Daniel B. Rodriguez), Columbia Law Review 

Sidebar (April 2008) 108: 15-22.  
 

“Rational Choice” (with Edward H. Stiglitz) in Badie, Bertrand, Berg-Schlosser, Dirk, and Morlino, 
Leonardo, eds., International Encyclopedia of Political Science. (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 
Publications) 

 
“The Failure to Transplant Democracy, Markets, and the Rule of Law into the Developing World,” in 

Emily Chamlee-Wright (ed.) The Annual Proceedings of the Wealth and Well-Being of Nations 
(Vol 1) Beloit, Wisc: Beloit College Press, 2008-2009.  

 
“King, City, and Elite Game” (with Josiah Ober), Appendix II, Josiah Ober, The Rise and Fall of 

Classical Greece. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2015.)  
 

“Maverick Economist: Douglass North emphasised institutions at a time when markets were the focus.” 
Indian Express November 27, 2015. http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/maverick-
economist/ Accessed, November 30, 2015. 

 
“Douglass North Was a Visionary,” Monkey Cage, Washington Post, December 9, 2015. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2015/12/09/douglass-north-was-a-visionary/  
Accessed, September 14, 2016. 

 
“Review of The Rise and Fall of Classical Greece by Josiah Ober (with Daron Acemoglu and James A. 

Robinson). Perspectives on Politics (December 2016). 14(4): 1146.  
 

“Douglass North's Theory of Politics” (with Margaret Levi). PS: Political Science and Politics. 52:2 
(April 2019). 52(2): 213-17  

 
“Barry R. Weingast recommends, ‘Economic Backwardness in Political Perspective’” by Daron 

Acemoglu and James A. Robinson. In Bruno Frey and Christoph A. Schaltegger, eds., 21st Century 
Economics: Economic Ideas You Should Read and Remember. Cham, Switzerland: Springer. 
(2019).  

 
"Foreword," Randall Holcombe, Liberty in Peril. Oakland: Independent Institute. (2020). 



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        31 
 

 
 

PODCASTS AND VIDEOS 
 

(All podcasts and videos available on my website: https://web.stanford.edu/group/mcnollgast/cgi-
bin/wordpress/ ) 

  
“Violence, power and a theory of nearly everything.” EconTalk Episode with Barry Weingast Hosted by 

Russ Roberts, August 13, 2007. 65 minutes.  
 http://www.econtalk.org/archives/2007/08/weingast_on_vio.html 
 

"Rule of Law and Developing Countries," Max Weber Lecture, Max Weber Programme, Europe 
University Institute, Fiesole Florence, Italy, March 19, 2009; 6 minutes.   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c33U_QQtCf8  

      
“The Violence Trap” (in English with Dutch Subtitles).  Me Judice, May 27, 2013. 5 minutes. 

http://www.mejudice.nl/video/detail/barry-weingast-over-de-violence-trap 
 
  “Weingast on the Violence Trap,” EconTalk Episode with Barry Weingast, Hosted by Russ Roberts, 

August 12, 2013. 69 minutes. 
 http://www.econtalk.org/archives/2013/08/weingast_on_the.html  
 

“Escape from the Violence Trap: A New View of Adam Smith and the Political Economics of 
Development. ” The Earl and Edna Stice Lecture in the Social Sciences, University of Washington, 
February 7th 2014. 60 minutes.  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yl9PPl-qHo0   
 

“An Intellectual Odyssey,” The Department of Political Science at the University of Washington asked 
me to talk about my career, which I did on February 5th 2014. 87 minutes. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03Db7CQOHUc   

 
Caltech Rules for the Job Market: “Advice to Ph.D. Students Going on the Academic Job Market”  A 

joint discussion with Justin Grimmer, May 23, 2014, Stanford University. 93 minutes. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06KmOzO9p1s 

     
Barry Weingast at the Ratio Institute, September 25, 2017. Stockholm School of Economics: “On Adam 

Smith’s Politics.” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofpZ-niRMLs  
 
 

WORKING PAPERS   
  

“How Adam Smith Negotiated His Release from His Obligation to Become a Minister: A Game-
Theoretic Account.” Working Paper, Hoover Institution, Stanford University. July 2025. 

 
“A Neglected Aspect of Adam Smith's Theory of the State: The Logic of Military Competition and its 

Implications for State Characteristics and Capacities.” Working Paper, Hoover Institution, Stanford 
University. July 2025.  



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        32 
 

 
"Understanding Adam Smith's 'General Principles of Law and Government': A Personal, Linear 

Reconstruction of Istvan Hont's Contribution." Working Paper, Hoover Institution, Stanford 
University. September 2025. 

 
“Law, Chinese Style: Taobao and the Private Building of Legal Market Infrastructure” (with Lizhi Liu), 

Working Paper, Hoover Institution, Stanford University, September 2025. 
 

"Biological Institutions: The Political Science of Animal Cooperation" (with Erol Akçay, Joan 
Roughgarden, James Fearon, John Ferejohn, et al.), Working Paper, May 2012.  

        
“Parties, Committees, and Pivots: A Reassessment of the Literature on Congressional Organization” 

(with David W. Rohde and Edward H. Stiglitz), Working Paper, Hoover Institution, Stanford 
University, September 2012. 

 
“Limited Access Orders in the Developing World: A New Approach to the Problems of Development” 

(with Douglass C. North, John Joseph Wallis, and Steven B. Webb). Policy Research Working Paper 
4359, World Bank, Washington, DC, September 2009.  

 
"The Corporate Origins of Individual Rights” (with John Joseph Wallis and Douglass C. North), prepared 

for the Economic History Association Meetings, September 15-17, 2006, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
 
 

HIBERNATING PAPERS (PAPERS I WISH I’D PUBLISHED!) 
 

“Tragic Brilliance: Equilibrium Party Hegemony in Mexico” (with Alberto Diaz-Cayeros and Beatriz 
Magaloni) Working Paper, Hoover Institution, February 2006.  

 
“The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850: Symbolic Gesture or Rational Guarantee?” (With Jeffrey Rogers 

Hummel), Working Paper, Hoover Institution, January 2006.  
 

“An Equilibrium Alternative to the Study of Culture” (With David D. Laitin). Working Paper, Hoover 
Institution, Stanford University, Sept. 2004. 

 
“The Performance and Stability of Federalism, Mexican Style: An Institutionalist Perspective,” Paper 

presented at the Mercatus Center/ USAID Forum, “Institutional Barriers to Economic Change: Cases 
Considered,” Washington DC, June 24, 2003. 

 
“Partisan Politics and the Structure and Stability of Federalism, Indian Style” (with Sunita A. Parikh), 

Working Paper, Center for Research on Economic Development and Policy Reform, Stanford 
University, June 2003. 

 
“Packing the Courts: The Politics of Creating Federal Judgeships” (by McNollgast — with Mathew D. 

McCubbins and Roger G. Noll). Working paper, Hoover Institution, August 2002. 
 

“Ideas, Interests, and Credible Commitments in the American Revolution” (with Jack Rakove and 
Andrew R. Rutten), Working Paper, Hoover Institution, Stanford University, August 2004. 



 Barry R. Weingast                                                                        33 
 

 
“Democratization and the Economy in Mexico: Equilibrium (PRI) Hegemony and its Demise,” (with 

Alberto Diaz-Cayeros, Beatriz Magaloni) Working Paper, Hoover Institution, Stanford University, 
May 2005. 

 
“Vicious Cycles: Endogenous Political Extremism and Political Violence,” (with Rui J.P. de Figueiredo, 

Jr.). Working Paper, Hoover Institution, Stanford University, March 2001. 
 

“Pathologies of Federalism, Russian Style: Political Institutions and Economic Transition” (with Rui J. P. 
de Figueiredo, Jr.) Paper prepared for delivery at the Conference, “Fiscal Federalism in the Russian 
Federation: Problems and Prospects for Reform,” Higher School of Economics, Moscow, Russia, 
January 29-20, 2001. Revised, Mar 2002. 

 
“How the West is Different” (with Russell Berman and Stephen Haber). Hoover Institution, 2003. 
 
“Strategically Speaking: The Three Strategies of Going Public” (with Joshua D. Clinton, David E. Lewis, 

and Stephanie K. Riegg). Paper prepared for delivery at the Annual Meetings of the American Political 
Science Association, Atlanta Georgia, Sept. 1999. 

 
"Self-Enforcing Democracy: Its Maintenance and Collapse in Antebellum America," Working Paper, 

Hoover Institution, Stanford University, September 1995. 
 

"Political Impediments to Economic Reform." Working Paper, Hoover Institution, Stanford University, 
March 1994. 

 
"Political Foundations of Antebellum American Economic Growth." Working Paper, Hoover Institution, 

Stanford University, September 1993. 
 

"Federalism and the Political Commitment to Sustain Markets." Working Paper, Hoover Institution, 
Stanford University, July 1992. 

 
"Rational Choice and Freudian Accounts of Cooperation" (with Debra Friedman). Working Paper, 

Hoover Institution, Stanford University, April 1993. 
 

"Legislative Party Coherence and Cooperation," (with Randy Calvert) paper delivered at the annual 
meetings of the American Political Science Association, Washington, DC, September 1993. 

 
"Private Politics: Conflict Resolution and Control by Voting in Corporate Contexts," (with David 

Brown). Working Paper, Hoover Institution, Stanford University, April 1992. 
 

"Writing Scripts for the Floor: Restrictive Rules in the Post-Reform House." Working Paper, Hoover 
Institution, Stanford University, September 1989. 

 
"Structure and Strategy: The Two Faces of Agenda Power" (with Kenneth A. Shepsle). Working Paper, 

Center for the Study of American Business, Washington University, St. Louis, September 1981. This 
paper had two very different themes, so we split the paper in two. One half was published as 
“Uncovered Sets and legislative policymaking” in the 1984 AJPS. The other half remains unpublished. 

 


