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Education: 

Aug/2011 – May/2016 
Jan/2008 – Mar/2010  
Jan/2004 – Dec/2007  

PhD in Political Economy and Government, Harvard University. 
MSc in Economics, Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro. 
BA in Economics, Fundação Getulio Vargas/SP. 

_______________________________________ 

Professional Experience: 

Nov/2021 – Jan/2022 Visiting Scholar, Stanford Graduate School of Education. 
Sep/2016 – present  Assistant Professor of Economics, University of Zurich. 
Jan – May/2015  Teaching Fellow of Applied Game Theory, Harvard Kennedy School. 
Jun – Aug/2014  Research Assistant, World Bank, Washington DC.  
Mar/2010 – Jun/2011 Research Analyst, World Bank, Brazil. 
Mar – Jul/2009 Teaching Fellow of Microeconomics, Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro. 
_______________________________________ 

Institutional Responsibilities: 

Feb/2020 – Sep/2020 Advisory Board Member, Uber Money. 
Jan/2018 – present  Special Invitee, JPAL’s LAC initiatives. 
Jan/2018 – present  Social Innovation Specialist, World Economic Forum Expert Network. 
Sep/2016 – present Chairman, UZH Center for Child Well-being and Development. 
Oct/2012 – present Co-founder and Chairman, Movva. 
___________________________________ 

Publications in peer-reviewed scientific journals: 

LICHAND, G, CA DORIA, O LEAL NETO and JP COSSI FERNANDES (2022) “The Impacts of Remote 
Learning in Secondary Education during the Pandemic in Brazil”, Nature Human Behavior, Forthcoming.  

LICHAND, G, CA DORIA, JP COSSI FERNANDES and O LEAL NETO (2022) “Association of COVID-
19 Incidence and Mortality Rates With School Reopening in Brazil During the COVID-19 Pandemic”, 
JAMA Health Forum, 2022;3(2):e215032. doi:10.1001/jamahealthforum.2021.5032. 

mailto:guilherme.lichand@econ.uzh.ch


OZELLA, L, D PAOLOTTI, G LICHAND, J RODRIGUEZ, S HAENNI, J PHUKA, O LEAL NETO and 
Ciro CATTUTO (2021) “Using wearable proximity sensors to characterize social contact patterns in a 
village of rural Malawi”, EPJ Data Science, 10, September 2021.  

LEAL NETO, O, S HAENNI, J PHUKA, L OZELLA, D PAOLOTTI, C CATTUTO, D ROBLES and G 
LICHAND (2021) "Using wearable devices and mobile surveys for child and youth development in 
Malawi: An implementation study of high-frequency data collection based on a multi-modal approach", 
JMIR Public Health and Surveillance, 7(3), March 2021. 

LICHAND, G and SOARES, R (2014) “Access to justice and entrepreneurship: evidence from Brazil’s 
Special Civil Tribunals”. Journal of Law and Economics, 57(2), May 2014, 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/675814. 
___________________________________ 

Peer-reviewed monographs: 

LICHAND, Guilherme (2010) “Decomposing the effects of CCTs on entrepreneurship”. Working Paper 
No. 5457 of the World Bank Research in Public Policy Series (also published as Working Paper No. 46 of 
the World Bank Impact Evaluation Series), https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/3951. 
________________________________________ 

Academic service: 

Referee for the American Economic Review, American Economic Review: Insights, Developmental 
Psychology, Econometrica, Economic Journal, Journal of Development Economics, Journal of Economic 
Psychology, Journal of Human Resources, Nature Human Behavior, PNAS, Public Choice, Quarterly 
Journal of Economics, and Review of Economics and Statistics. 
___________________________________ 

Manuscripts under review: 

“Behavioral Nudges to Prevent Learning Losses and Dropout Risk during the Pandemic: Experimental 
Evidence from Brazil” (with Julien Christen and Eppie van Egeraat), Preprint, Revise & Resubmit (2nd 
round) at AERA Open. 

“Executive Functions and Motivation Uniquely Predict Children’s Academic Development in Côte 
d’Ivoire” (with Jenna Finch and Sharon Wolf), Preprint, Revise & Resubmit at Developmental Psychology. 
___________________________________ 

Working Papers: 

“Parent-Bias” (with Juliette Thibaud), SSRN, submitted to the Quarterly Journal of Economics. 

“Measuring Child Labor: Whom Should Be Asked, and Why It Matters” (with Sharon Wolf), Research 
Square, submitted to Nature Communications. 

“When the Effects of Informational Interventions Are Driven by Salience – Evidence from School Parents 
in Brazil” (with Eric Bettinger, Nina Cunha, and Ricardo Madeira), SSRN, submitted to the Journal of 
Political Economy. 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3724386
https://psyarxiv.com/ux3bw/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3737685
https://www.researchsquare.com/article/rs-1474562/v1
https://www.researchsquare.com/article/rs-1474562/v1
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3644124


“The Psychological Effects of Poverty on Investments in Children’s Human Capital” (with Eric Bettinger, 
Nina Cunha, and Ricardo Madeira), SSRN, submitted to the American Economic Journal: Applied 
Economics. 

“Arm-Wrestling in the Classroom: Teachers’ Responses to (Excessive) External Inputs” (with Sharon 
Wolf), SSRN, submitted to the Review of Economics and Statistics. 

“Harming to Signal: Child Marriage Vs. Public Donations in Malawi” (with Simon Haenni), SSRN. 

“What Is It About the Growth Mindset? Evidence from Brazil during the Pandemic” (with Eric Bettinger, 
Mari Rege, Ana Trindade, and David Yeager; coming soon) 

“Do Schools Decrease Inequality? The Role of Local Economic Shocks” (with Martina Viarengo, Rémi 
Viné, and Sharon Wolf; coming soon) 

“Cognitive Droughts” (with Anandi Mani; new version coming soon) 

 “The Dark Side of the Contract” (with Gustavo Fernandes; new version coming soon). 
___________________________________ 

Projects in the Field: 

“Child Development Study: Testing Key Constraints of Early Childhood Development Programs Through 
High-frequency Data” (with Michelle Bosquet, Adriana Weisleder, Casey Lew-Williams, Ciro Cattuto, 
Daniela Paolotti, Daniel Robles, Ting Liao, Onicio Leal-Neto, and John Phuka) 
________________________________________ 

Grants: 

UNICEF Switzerland Foundation grant, “Child Development Study” (1’500’000 CHF, Dec/2020) 

SNF grant, “The Behavioral Economics of Preventive Health Care Campaigns” (with Ernst Fehr, 750’000 
CHF), Oct/2018. 

Jacobs Foundation grant, “Harnessing differences to optimize learning” (with Sharon Wolf, 338’118 CHF), 
May/2018. 

UNICEF Switzerland Foundation grant, “Harming to Signal” (with Simon Hänni, 1’000’000 CHF), 
Feb/2018. 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation grant, “Insurance Against Cognitive Droughts” (150’000 USD), 
Jan/2014. 
________________________________________ 

Awards: 

Gold and Bronze Lions at Cannes, and Silver at the London International Award for The Commitment, 
video feature of “Harming to Signal”, 2021. 

Top-10 Brazilian social entrepreneur of the year (post-COVID legacy), Schwab Foundation and Folha de 
São Paulo, 2020. 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3644127
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3660611
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3633803
https://www.ccwd.uzh.ch/research/projects/2018/06/01/wearable-malawi.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPvhq0TQZlw


Top under-35 Brazilian social innovator, MIT Technology Review, 2014. 




