Kimia Koochakzadeh-Yazdi
Phone: +1 (604) 724 6036						Email: kimiayazdi@yahoo.com	
Status: Iranian and Canadian dual citizen   				Website: kimiayazdi.com
                                 						      	     
Work Experience

				
2017 – Present: Freelance Composer and Sound Designer; kimiayazdi.com, Vancouver, BC

Creating electroacoustic and instrumental compositions across multiple disciplines including dance, film, theatre, and fashion. 

Achievements to-date:
· Successfully won commissions from government funded art councils, collaborations with established ensembles and acceptance into high profile music workshops.
· Recognised in publications including New York Times, Georgia Straight, Music Works, and Vancouver Sun. 
· Hosted live online webcasts and tutorials for fellow artists.


January 2021 – April 2021: Teaching Assistant at Simon Fraser University; Virtual 

	Simon Fraser University is one of Canada’s top universities. I was one of the teaching assistants for the course CA104 Music Fundamental. This course is designed for non-music majors. 
Achievements: 
· Conducted three tutorials a week in focusing on hands-on learning
· Evaluated and graded all the assignments and exams for the students in my tutorials
· Oversaw the wellbeing of students and conducted one-on-ones for those whom required it. 


May 2020 – June 2020: Sessional Instructor at Himeh Organization; Virtual 

	Himeh is a music institute based in Toronto, Ontario which began its online music cohort during the pandemic of Covid19. I was one of the instructors for the first series of courses that encompassed three level of students; Benninger, Intermediate, and Advanced. The topics I taught include History of Electronic Music, Basic Concepts of Electronic Music, and Ableton Live Tutorials. 

Achievements: 
· Created an interactive space for students to learn and experiment
· Overcame the challenges of teaching online through the platform Zoom
· Accommodated different level of students with various music backgrounds 


May 2018 – Mar 2020: Production Assistant at Simon Fraser University; Vancouver, BC 
	
Simon Fraser University is one of Canada’s top universities. During my Fine Art studies, I worked for the music faculty. Reporting to one of the professors, Sabrina Schroeder, I was in charge of score and audio editing, website revisions, and assisting with rehearsals.
			
Achievements:
· Mastered Adobe Illustrator – altering and transcribing graphic notation to strict deadlines.
· Furthered professional relationships in the music industry.
· Travelled to New York to support a production at Time Spans Festival.

Internship


May 2018 – Aug 2018: Social Media & Content Assistant at Western Front; Vancouver, BC

Western Front is an established non-profit organization, focused on different art disciplines such as visual art, film, and music. During my summer internship I worked with Western Front’s music curator, arranging and creating social media posts to promote upcoming events and programs. I also collaborated with other teams including the visual art department to plan and execute said events.

Achievements:
· Took ownership of the music department’s social media accounts, running multiple campaigns throughout the summer.
· Learned to use WordPress and Mailchimp to distribute content.
· Developed a strong personal network of artists from which I later acquired commissions.


May 2018 – Aug 2018: Video Design & Social Media assistant at Chimerik Collective; Vancouver, BC

Chimerik is an interdisciplinary collective that focuses on creating and designing multimedia artwork work. My responsibility as an intern was to assist with video creation, video operation, and social media coordination. I got to travel with the co-founder, Sammy Chien, to multiple cities in BC for assisting on the collective’s projects.  

Achievements:
· Co-designed the video for Paras Terezakis’s dance performance
· Operated and assisted on the video content for Lesley Owen’s theatre show
· Learned to use the programming software, Isadora. 

Education 

2021		Stanford University; California, USA. 
		Doctor of Musical Arts in Music Composition

2017 – 2020:	Simon Fraser University School for the Contemporary Arts; Vancouver, BC
Bachelor of Fine Arts – Music Major GPA 3.67

2009 – 2015: 	Tehran Music School; Tehran, Iran 
Diploma in Piano Performance 

Workshops 

2020			Ensemble Evolution 2020					
· Virtual Festival 

2020			Yarn/Wire Institute 2020
· Virtual Festival

2020			Scapegoat workshop 	
· Vancouver, Canada 

2019			New Music on the Point 
· Vermont, USA


2019			EQ: Evolution of the String Quartet 	
· Banff, Canada 

2019			wasteLAnd Summer Academy 
· Los Angeles, USA

Select Residencies and Commissions  

2021			wasteLAnd Ensemble 
· A multimedia piece for flute, trombone, electric guitar, and percussion  
· Spring 2021 premiere

2021			Cosgrove-Long Duo
· A piece for two percussions 
· Fall 2021 premiere
					
2021			Now Society
· A series of 6 audio & visual works 
· Spring 2021 premiere 				

2020-21		Mark Takeshi McGregor
· A multimedia piece for flute and electronics; “Brimming Air”
· With the support of BC Arts Council 
· Spring 2021 premiere 

2020-21		LoadBang/Iranian Female Composer Association
· A piece for LoadBang ensemble 
· In collaboration with Iranian Female Composer Association 
· Spring 2021 premiere 

2020			Vancouver New Music
· Electroacoustic piece based on a graphic score 
· In collaboration with Emily Carr University 
· Virtual premier 


2020			Iranian Female Composer Association
· Electronic video performance; “In Flux”

2020 			No Hay Banda
· An audio/visual piece based on Fluxus Movement 
· Presented as part of the Suoni Per Il Popolo Festival.   

2020			Little Chamber Orchestra 
· Live electronic performance 
· Presented as part of the Isolation Commissions

2020			 King and Reign 
· Electronic piece 
· For King and Reign’s 2020 collection runway show at Vancouver Art Gallery 

2020 			Music on Main 
· Music on Main’s Emerge on Main 2020 Artist 
· During this program, I composed two pieces and had them premiered at Fox Cabaret, Vancouver, BC

2020			Thin Edge New Music Collective 
· Acoustic piece for TENMC Ensemble; PS752


2019			Music on Main 
· Live Electronic performance; Live Set 0.3
· As part pf Modulus Festival 


2019			Media Arts Committee 
· The Place and Sound Residency 
· Final project included the premier of an electroacoustic, “In and out of Tehran”

Press

The New York Times 		Preview in the article “Finally, a Sage for Female Composers fron Iran”.
2020				As part of the Iranian Female Composer Association.

Vancouver Sun			Preview in the article “COVID-19: B.C. musicians bring creative culture 
2020				home with Isolation Commissions” by Stuart Derdeyn

Musicworks Magazine		“Kimia Koochakzadeh-Yazdi is just scratching the surface”; an interview 2019				by Andrea Warner

Georgia Straight 		Preview in and on the cover of Georgia Straight for their Fall Arts 
2019				Preview 2019; An interview by Alexander Varty

Georgia	 Straight		Preview in the article “Mark Takeshi McGregor and Liam Hockley explore 2019				unsettling sounds of displacement for Vancouver New Music” by Alexander Varty                          Alexander Varty

SQUENZA 21			Concert review of Evolvement II.b as part of wasteland Summer 2019 2019 				Academy by Paul Muller 


Select Awards and Grants 

2021 			 	Explore and Create: Research and Creation Grant
				Awarded by Canada Council for the Arts 


2020				Friends of Canadian Music Award 
Awarded by the The Canadian League of Composers and Canadian Music Competition

2019/2020			BC Arts Council Scholarship
				Awarded by BC Arts Council 

2019			 	Explore and Create: Professional Development for Artists Grant
				Awarded by Canada Council for the Arts 
 
			
IT Skills and Languages

Software: Competent with Word and PowerPoint and GSuite. Proficient in Adobe Illustrator, Portfolio and Audition, Audacity, Ableton live. Experience with MAX MSP, Sibelius, SPEAR, SoundGrain, and Cecilia

Languages: Fluent in English and Farsi

Activities: I have an active lifestyle, enjoy snowboarding, playing tennis, sports fishing, and hiking. I hold a group fitness certification and will be starting teaching group fitness classes as of Mid-Fall 2020. Cooking, reading, and picking up new skills are ways for me to have a balanced life. 
