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HONORS, AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS:

Ellis W. Hawley Prize for The Republic for Which It Stands, 2018
Rodgers Fellowship, Huntington Library 2017-2018
Member American Philosophical Society, 2016

Distinguished Scholar Award, American Society for Environmental History, 2013
Jury Selection, Finalist for Pulitzer Prize for Railroaded, 2012

Los Angeles Times Book Award for History, 2012

Gomroy Prize of the Business History Association, 2012

Francis Parkman Prize, Society of American Historians, 2012

Les Belles Étrangères:  Douze écrivains américains—USA. (This is an award from the Centre national du livre, part of the French Ministry of Culture.) 2009

Kahn Award for Graduate Teaching, Stanford University, 2008

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation's Distinguished Achievement Award in the Humanities, 2006-2010

President of the Organization of American Historians, 2006-2007

Autry Humanities Award, 2003

Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, 2003-2004

Governor’s Award for Remembering Ahanagran, 1999

President of the Western History Association, 

Member, American Antiquarian Society, 1998-

Member, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 1998-

Governor’s Award for The Organic Machine, 1996

MacArthur Fellow 1995-2000

Albert J. Beveridge Award of the AHA for The Middle Ground, 1992

Albert B. Corey Prize jointly awarded by CHA/AHA for The Middle Ground, 1992

Rawley Prize of the OAH for The Middle Ground, 1992

Francis Parkman Prize for The Middle Ground, 1992

American Society of the Colonial Wars Prize for The Middle Ground, 1992-93

Jury Selection, Finalist for Pulitzer Prize, for The Middle Ground, 1992

Western Heritage Award for It’s Your Misfortune, 1992

Dee Fellowship, Outstanding Teaching, University of Utah, 1987-88

Theodore Blegen Award for Best Article in Forest and Conservation History, 1986

Wheeler-Voegelin Book Prize for Ethnohistory, 1984

Guggenheim Fellowship, 1983-84

Thomas Bushell Award, (teaching) History Department, MSU, 1983

Rockefeller Humanities Fellowship, 1981-82

Forest History Society Book Award, 1981

Theodore J. Blegen Award for the Best Article in Forest and Conservation History, 1981

Western History Association Award for Best Article in Western History, 1979

American Philosophical Society Research Grant, 1977

Center for the History of the American Indian, Newberry Library, Fellowship, 1975-76

CURRENT PROJECTS
BOOKS

California Time A book built around contemporary photographs that will read the history of modern California from photographs of five California places. 

Histories of No Place  This is an attempt to write a history of western North America that focuses on lands that for centuries lay beyond imperial and state control.  I want to write a history in which neither states, empires, tribes nor institutions are at the center of the narrative.

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS
The Republic for Which It Stands:  The United States during the Gilded Age and Reconstruction (New York, Oxford, 2017)

Railroaded: The Transcontinentals and the Making of Modern America (New York, Norton, 2011)

Remembering Ahanagran: Storytelling in a Family’s Past (New York, Hill & Wang, 1998)

The Organic Machine (New York, Hill & Wang, 1995)

The Middle Ground: Indians, Empires, and Republics in the Great Lakes Region, 1650-1815 (New York, Cambridge University Press, 1991).

“It’s Your Misfortune and None of My Own:” A New History of the American West  (Norman, University of Oklahoma Press, 1991).

The Roots of Dependency: Subsistence, Environment, and Social Change Among the Choctaws, Pawnees and Navajos (Lincoln, University of Nebraska Press, 1983).

Land Use, Environment, and Social Change: The Shaping of Island County, Washington, 1790-1940 (Seattle, University of Washington Press, 1980).
Co-Authored
(with James Grossman and Patricia Limerick) The Frontier in American Culture (Berkeley, University of California Press, 1994)

(with Peter Nabakov, Jay Miller et al) The Native Americans  (New York: Turner Publishing, 1993)

Edited
(with John M. Findlay), Power and Place in the North American West (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1999)

ARTICLES and Review Essays
Selected Articles

“Play It Again, Sam: Decline and Finishing in Environmental Narratives,” in The Routledge Companion to the Environmental Humanities, eds. Ursula K. Heise, Jon Christensen, and Michelle Niemann (New York: Routledge 2017).

“Trump’s Jacksonian Moment,” Boston Review, 7 June 2017. [On Avenging the People: Andrew Jackson, the Rule of Law, and the American Nation by J. M. Opal.] 

“Naming America’s Own Genocide,” The Nation, 29 August–5 September 2016. [On An American Genocide: The United States and the California Indian Catastrophe, 1846–1873 by Benjamin Madley.
“Nature and the Pitfalls of Big History,” Raritan 35, no. 3 (Winter 2016): 15–29. [On Back to the Garden: Nature and the Mediterranean World from Prehistory to the Present by James H. S. McGregor.]

 “The Eternal Return of the Christian Nation,” Boston Review, 5 October 2015. 

“Instant, Insistent History,” Boom: A Journal of California 5, no. 2 (Summer 2015)

“God’s Country: The Making of American Exceptionalism,” Boston Review, 17 September 2014.

“Against the Grain,” The Nation, 4 March 2014. 

“What Counts as Corruption?” Social Research 80, no. 4 (Winter 2013): 1033–56.

“Deconstructing Mare Island: Reconnaissance in the Ruins,” Boom: A Journal of California 2, no. 2 (Summer 2012): 55–69.
“The West Is Rarely What It Seems,” in Frank H. Goodyear III, Faces of the Frontier: Photographic Portraits from the American West, 1845-1924, (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2009, in cooperation with the National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution.)
“The American West and American Empire” in David Maybury-Lewis, Theodore Macdonald,  Biorn Maybury-Lewis (eds), Manifest Destinies and Indigenous Peoples, (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2009).

“The Louisiana Purchase and the Fictions of Empire,” in  Peter Kastor and Francois Weil(eds.),  Empires of the Imagination: Transatlantic Histories of the Louisiana Purchase  (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2009).

“Liberalism and Nature,” Raritan 29 (Fall 2009).

“Information, Markets, and Corruption: Transcontinental Railroads in the Gilded Age,” Journal of American History, volume 90, no. 1 (June 2003)

 “Transcendental Landscapes,” in American Victorians and Virgin Nature (Boston: Gardner Museum, 2003).
“Environmental History: Watching a Historical Field Mature,” Pacific Historical Review 70, no. 1 (February 2001)

“A Review of Annie Dillard’s the Living,” in Mark C. Carnes (ed), Historians and Novelists Confront America’s Past (and Each Other) (Simon & Schuster: New York, 2001), 109-118

“Is There a North American History?” Review Francaise d’etudes Americaines 79 (janvier 1999)

“Western History,” in Eric Foner (ed.), The New American History  (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1997).
“Although I am dead, I am not entirely dead.  I have left a second of myself: Constructing Self and Persons on the Middle Ground of Early American” in Ronald Hoffman, et al (eds.), Through a Glass Darkly (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1997).

“The Nature of Progress: Progress and the Environment,” in Leo Marx and Bruce Mazlish (eds.) Progress: Fact as Illusion? (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1996).

“Are You on Environmentalist or Do You Work for a Living?’ Work and Nature” in Uncommon Ground Rethinking the Human Place in Nature (N.Y.: 1995)

“Animals and Enterprise” in Oxford History of the American West,” Clyde Milner, Carol O’Connor and Martha Sandweiss (eds) (New York: Oxford Press, 1993).

“Discovering Nature in North America,” The Journal of American History, 79 (December 1992).

“Environmental History, Ecology and Meaning.”  The Journal of American History, 76 (1990).

“Ecological Change and Indian-White Relations” (with William Cronon) in Wilcomb Washburn, volume editor, Handbook of North American Indians (Washington, Smithsonian 1988).

“Frederick Jackson Turner” in John R. Wunder, Historians of the American Frontier (N.Y.: Greenwood Press, 1988).

“Race Relations in the American West” American Quarterly 38 (Bibliography Issue) 1987.

“American Environmental History: The Development of a New Historical Field,” Pacific Historical Review 54 (August 1985).

“Native Americans and the Environment” in The Scholar and the Indian, William Swagerty, (ed.), (Bloomington, University of Indiana Press, 1984).

“The Altered Landscape: Social Change and the Land in the Pacific Northwest” William

Robbins (ed) Regionalism in Myth and Reality (Corvallis, Oregon State University, 1983).

“The Cultural Landscape of the Pawns,” Great Plains Quarterly (Winter, 1982).

“Outlaw Gangs of the Middle Border: American Social Bandits,” Western Historical Quarterly 12 (October 1981).

“Shulush Homa: Red Shoes of Couechitto,” Struggle and Survival in Colonial America, Gary Nash and David Sweet (eds.) (Berkeley, University of California Press, 1981).

“Poor Men of Poor Lands: The Back-to-the-Land Movement in the Pacific Northwest,” Pacific Historical Review 49 (February 1980).

“The Winning of the West: The Expansion of the Teton Sioux during the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries” Journal of American History 55 (September 1978).

Book Reviews

I have written numerous book reviews for scholarly journals, and I have written extended essay reviews for the The New Republic, The Los Angeles Times, the London Review of Books, The Nation, Boston Review ,and  Raritan, many of which are listed above.
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Past Service: 

President:  Organization of American History

Board Member:  Organization of American Historians
Co-Director:  Bill Lane Center for the American West, Stanford University

Co-Founder and First Director:  Spatial History Lab, Stanford University

President:  Western Historical Association

Board of Editors: Journal of American History

Board Member: American Society of Historians

Board Member: American Studies Association

Board Member:  Society of American Historians

Board Member:  Forest History Association

Board Member: Institute of the North American West

I have also served as an advisor to The West, The Oregon Trail and numerous other documentaries.

OUTSIDE CONSULTING:

1978-1980 Legal Reports for Grand Traverse Band of Ottawas, Burt Lake Band of Ottawas and Chippewas, and Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewas.

1988 – Expert Witness, Puyallup Indian Tribe.

1993-2001 Expert Witness, Evergreen Legal Services for the Puget Sound Tribes.

2009- 2017 Expert Witness Grand Traverse Band of Odawas

