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Education

Stanford University — PhD Candidate in History
September 2017 - Present

Dissertation — “No Promised Land: Environmental Inequality and
Environmental Justice in Globalized Atlanta, 1950-1990” (In Progress)

City College of  New York— Bachelor of  Arts in History
Summa Cum Laude - Phi Beta Kappa

Awards and Fellowships

The Norall Family Scholarship
The Phi Beta Kappa - North California Association, April 2022

Stanford Humanities Center Dissertation Prize
The Stanford Humanities Center at Stanford University, March 2022

Graduate Research Opportunity (GRO) Award
The School of  Humanities and Sciences at Stanford University, December 2021

The Center for African Studies Workshop Grant
The Center for African Studies, 2020

The Geballe Research Workshop Grant
The Stanford Humanities Center, 2019 & 2020

The Diversity and Inclusion Fund Award
The Office of  the Vice Provost for Graduate Education at Stanford University, 2019 & 2020

2019 Stanford Community Impact Award
The Stanford Alumni Association

The Enhancing Diversity in Graduate Education (EDGE) Fellowship
The Office of  the Vice Provost for Graduate Education at Stanford University, 2017 -
present

Social Science Research Council (SSRC)-Mellon Mays Graduate Initiative Fellowship
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, 2017 - present

The Evelyn Abdalah Menconi Travel Grant
The Arab American National Museum, 2016

Fellow for the 2016 Center for Jewish History Seminar on Archival and Historical Research
The Center for Jewish History, 2016

Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellow
The Andrew Mellon Foundation and the City College of  New York (CCNY), 2015

mailto:vvelez07@stanford.edu


Symposiums and Conferences

Graduate Student Organizer, Emerging Scholars Conference, “Covid-19, Blackness, and the
Anthropocene Invention, Existence and Black Studies Beyond the Hu/Man,” May 13 &
14th 2021

Moderator, “Black Studies and African Studies: Institutional Histories and Futures,” The Center for
African Studies & The Stanford Humanities Center, Zoom Webinar, September 23, 2020

Graduate Student Organizer, “‘But What Does Wonder Do?’:A Conference of  Emergent Black
Studies,” Stanford University, April 12, 2019

Moderator, "Nothing to Lose but Our Chains: Organizing and Activism in the Black Bay,” Stanford
University and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Research and Education Institute, November 22,
2019

Department and University Service

Enhancing Diversity in Graduate Education (EDGE) Mentor for New PhD Students
Stanford University, 2019 - present

Graduate Recruitment Coordinator for Prospective History PhD Students in U.S. History and Latin
American History, Stanford History Department, March 2019

Graduate Student Coordinator for the United States History Workshop
Stanford History Department, 2019-2020

Graduate Representative to the Department
Stanford History Department, 2018-19

Graduate Representative to the Search Committee for the Director of  the King Institute and
Professor in African American History, Stanford University, 2018-19

Graduate Diversity Recruitment Volunteer
Stanford’s School of  Humanities and Sciences, March 2018 & March 2019

Teaching

Undergraduate Course:
“We Know of  Broken Promises: African Americans and the Arab-Israeli Conflict”

Freedom Summer Collegiate in Rosedale, Mississippi — Teaching Fellow, Summer 2019

Teaching Assistantships:
History 150B — “Nineteenth Century America”

(Cross listed with African & African American History and American Studies)
Stanford History Department— Teaching Assistant to Richard White, Winter 2019 &
Winter 2020

History 168D — “American Prophet: The Inner Life and Global Vision of  Martin Luther King, Jr.”
(Cross listed with African & African American Studies and American Studies)
Stanford History Department— Teaching Assistant to Clayborne Carson, Fall 2019

History 150A - “Colonial and Revolutionary America”
(Cross listed with African & African American Studies and American Studies)
Stanford History Department— Teaching Assistant to Jonathan Gienapp, Fall 2018



Additional Professional Experience

Graduate Research Assistant — The Clayman Institute for Gender Research (under the direction of
Allyson Hobbs), June 2021 - January 2021

Stanford Community Associate — The Graduate Life Office (GLO), March 2017 - August 2021
Graduate Student Coordinator for the Critical Orientations to Race and Ethnicity (CORE)

Workshop — Stanford Humanities Center, June 2018 - August 2021
Graduate Teaching Assistant for “The Gilded Age and its Modern Parallels,” The Gilder Lehrman

Summer Institute at Stanford University — July 2019
Graduate Student Program Assistant — African and African American Studies (AAAS) at Stanford,

October 2020 - June 2021
Graduate Student Coordinator of  the Global Black Studies Reading Group — The Center for

African Studies at Stanford, January 2021 - June 2021
Graduate Student Coordinator for the Stanford Environmental and Climate History (SECH)

Workshop — Stanford History Department, 2020 - June 2021


