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	INSTITUTION AND LOCATION
	DEGREE
 

	Start Date
MM/YYYY
	Completion Date
MM/YYYY

	FIELD OF STUDY


	Wolaita Sodo University
	BSc
	04/2008
	05/2011
	Public health

	Wolaita Sodo University
	MSc***
	12/2013
	03/2017
	Integrated Emergency Surgery (Clinical)

	McGill University
	PhD
	01/2021
	05/2024
	Experimental Surgery (Global Surgery Focus)


***Note: My master’s degree in integrated emergency surgery is a specialized advanced medical program focused on emergency general surgery and obstetrics care along with research components.


A. Personal Statement
My academic training and extensive clinical and research experience have provided me with a robust foundation in global health and surgical outcomes research. My journey began with an undergraduate degree in Public Health from Wolaita Sodo University (WSU), Ethiopia, where I developed a deep understanding of global health, disease prevention, health promotion, epidemiology, and health systems management. This early foundation ignited my passion for addressing surgical disparities in resource-limited settings, leading me to pursue a Master of Science in Integrated Emergency Surgery—a specialized program focusing on both general surgical and obstetric emergency care. This training equipped me with essential skills in patient care, diagnosis, and management, enabling me to independently perform surgeries and oversee patient discharges, as well as develop research skills. During this time, I gained hands-on experience in clinical services, managing emergency surgical cases, and conducting research—skills that proved invaluable in my role at Hargelle Hospital, Ethiopia.
Before becoming a legal resident of the USA in 2022, I served as an attending emergency surgery clinician at Hargelle Hospital, located in a remote part of Ethiopia. Despite the challenges posed by limited resources, I performed over 70 urgent, life-saving surgeries monthly, including laparotomies, appendectomies, cesarean sections, and fracture management—critical bellwether procedures for resource-limited settings. During the COVID-19 pandemic, I led the hospital’s safe surgery programs, developing surgical safety checklist guidelines that resulted in a 30% reduction in surgical complications. Additionally, I co-founded the Maternal Waiting Area project, which achieved a 30% increase in safe deliveries and healthier newborns. My leadership extended to hospital management initiatives, where I developed both annual and 5-year strategic plans, resulting in a 60% reduction in surgical waitlists and optimized resource allocation across departments. These experiences strengthened my commitment to improving surgical care in underserved regions, particularly in Ethiopia.
To further enhance my research skills, I pursued a Ph.D. in Global Surgery at McGill University, Canada, under the mentorship of Dr. Tarek Razek, an internationally recognized professor of trauma surgery and a leader in the field. My doctoral research focused on developing and implementing innovative data infrastructures to improve surgical care in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). Specifically, I designed and implemented the first user-friendly, cost-effective, web-based trauma and operating theater database at the Muhimbili Orthopedic Institute (MOI) in Tanzania. Since its launch in July 2023, this platform has successfully captured over 10,000 patient records, demonstrating its integration into clinical workflows and its capacity for large-scale, accurate data collection, with potential for replication in similar settings. Compared to existing paper-based methods, it has reduced data entry errors by 100%, improved data accuracy by 95%, and decreased the time for data availability from 48 hours to under 1 hour. The data analysis revealed care gaps that led to educational initiatives, resulting in improved patient outcomes. The platform has since become the official database at MOI and has expanded to five additional hospitals, influencing policymakers, and enhancing trauma patient care. My work has been disseminated through conference presentations and first-authored publications in reputable peer-reviewed journals, aligning with my role as a reviewer for the journal Signa Vitae.

Throughout my career, I have remained committed to advancing clinical practice and mentoring future clinicians. Certified by the United Nations for the Trauma and Disaster Team Response (TDTR) course, I provided training to clinicians in Tanzania, significantly improving their critical care skills and leading to a 40% improvement in patient outcomes, as referenced in a published paper. The training received 95% positive feedback from participants in advancing skills. Additionally, my mentorship of junior Ph.D., MSc, and BSc. students at McGill University earned me an excellent evaluation rating of 4.7/5. Building on my success in Tanzania, I am eager to pursue the GHES Fellowship to expand similar data infrastructure across hospitals in Ethiopia. My goal is to enhance critical surgical care through evidence-based data and address healthcare disparities in LMICs.

Moving forward, in preparation for my postdoctoral fellowship, I plan to focus on enhancing trauma care through evidence-based approaches and informing healthcare policies in Ethiopia to address disparities. The GHES Fellowship aligns with my long-term goal of advancing global trauma surgery research and healthcare. This fellowship will offer opportunities for collaboration with leading experts and provide access to advanced clinical research training. My proposed research and training plan aims to enhance my scientific portfolio and position me as an independent investigator, committed to tackling global health challenges and transforming surgical care delivery in underserved regions through innovative and impactful solutions.

a. Osebo C, Razek T, Deckelbaum D, Grushka J, Khwaja K, Fazlollahi A, et al (2024). Enhancing Trauma Care through Innovative Trauma and Disaster Team Response Training: A Blended Learning Approach in Tanzania. World J Surg. http://doi.org/10.1002/wjs.12198.
b. Osebo C, Razek T, Grushka J, Deckelbaum D, Khwaja K, Muthali V, et al (2024). Digitizing Operating Theater Data in Resource-Limited Settings: Understanding Surgical Care Delivery Post-implementation at Tanzanian Referral Hospital. World J Surg. http://doi.org/10.1002/wjs.12239.
c. Osebo C, Razek T, Grushka J, Deckelbaum D, Khwaja K, Muthali V, et al (2024). Impacting Trauma Care in Resource-Limited Settings: Lessons Learned from Tanzania's Web-Based Trauma Registry Initiatives. World J Surg. https://doi.org/10.1002/wjs.12333
d. Osebo, C. Saving Lives Through Safe Surgery Program. Invited speaker at Safe Surgery Conference, Ministry of Health, Ethiopia, 2020
B. Positions, Scientific Appointments, and Honors
Positions and Scientific Appointments 
2024-Present              Journal Reviewer, Signa Vitae Journal                                                                                              
2022-Presents            Trauma Observership/Clinical Trials, Montreal General Hospital, McGill University
2021-2024                   Doctoral Researcher, McGill University, Canada 
2023                            Trainer, Trauma and Disaster Team Response (TDTR) Course, Tanzania
2017-2020                   Attending Emergency Surgery Clinician, Hargelle Hospital, Ethiopia
2019-Presents             Co-founder/executive member, Maternal Waiting Area, Hargelle Hospital, Ethiopia
2018-2020                    Safe Surgery Program Chairman, Hargelle Hospital, Ethiopia
2018-2020                    Paid on-call Consultant, Private Clinics, Hargelle, Ethiopia       			                           
2013-2017                    Integrated Emergency Surgery Trainee, Wolaita Sodo University, Ethiopia
2011-2013                    Public Health Professional, Chereti Health Center, Ethiopia
2013-presents              Executive Member for Women Empowerment and Youth Club, Chereti, Ethiopia 
2011-presents              Blood Bank Ambassador, Ethiopia

Honors
2024                 Graduate Research and Education Award for Training, McGill University
2024                 Outstanding Mentor Recognition, Canadian Association for Global Health
2023                 Recognition for Introducing TDTR Course and Web-Based Databases, Tanzania  
2023                 Global Health Scholars - Mary A Metcalf International Travel Fund, McGill University
2023                 GNCDA NCD Research Grants for Graduate Students, McGill University
2023                 Graduate Mobility Award, McGill University
2021-2022        Graduate Excellence Fellowship, McGill University
2022                 Graduate Mobility Award, McGill University 
2019                 Recognition, Best Leader of Tomorrow, Hargelle Hospital
2017                 Master’s Research Grant, Wolaita Sodo University

Certifications and Professional Development
2024-presents   Clinical Trial: Good Clinical Practice (GCP), CANTRAIN, McGill University
2024                  Health Systems Strengthening and Global Governance, McGill University
2023                  Trauma and Disaster Team Response Course, UNITAR
2023                  Advocacy in Global Health, McGill University
Membership
2017-presents              Professional Association of Integrated Emergency Surgery of Ethiopia 
2013-presents              Ethiopian Public Health Association
2024-presents           Signa Vitae Journal Editorial Board                                                                                             
C. Contributions to Science
1: Impacting Public Health: My research and interventions in public health have led to significant improvements in both community health outcomes and the scientific understanding of disease management in resource-limited settings. At Wolaita Sodo University, I assessed road traffic accidents and implemented targeted measures that resulted in a measurable reduction in disabilities and fatalities. During my time at Chereti Health Center in Ethiopia, I developed and executed community health strategies focused on both preventive and emergency response, achieving 85% vaccination coverage, and significantly reducing preventable diseases. Additionally, I led emergency response efforts during dengue fever and cholera outbreaks, delivering critical care to over 400 patients, which demonstrated the efficacy of targeted interventions. These experiences have contributed to the evidence base for public health interventions in low-resource environments and demonstrated the impact of coordinated emergency response systems on disease outcomes.
Osebo C, Kalemelokote H. The Magnitude of Road Traffic Accidents. Undergraduate thesis. Presented at Annual Road Safety Conference, Wolaita Sodo, Ethiopia. 
2: Enhancing Maternal Care: During my specialized training in Integrated Emergency Surgery at Wolaita Sodo University Hospital, Ethiopia, I developed essential skills in obstetric surgical care. Working with multidisciplinary teams, I led an assessment of the hospital's episiotomy practices, ultimately standardizing procedures to improve maternal outcomes. These efforts resulted in lasting improvements in clinical care, reinforcing my commitment to evidence-based medicine and shaping my clinical and research approach.
Osebo, C., Tadesse, E., Dessalegn, A. Assessing Episiotomy Practice. Master’s Thesis, presented at the Annual Maternal Health Review Conference, Wolaita Sodo University, 2017
3: Clinical Services and Leadership: In my role as an attending emergency surgery clinician and Safe Surgery Program Leader at Hargelle Hospital, I made substantial contributions to surgical practice and patient care and achieved the following key aspects:
Life-Saving Surgeries: I conducted over 70 critical bellwether procedures monthly, including laparotomies, appendectomies, cesarean sections, and fracture management. Managed critical care under resource constraints and during the COVID-19 pandemic, ensuring prompt and effective treatment with consistently positive outcomes.
Surgical Safety Improvements: I led the development of surgical safety checklist guidelines, which resulted in a 30% reduction in complication rates. Instituted standardized protocols and provided ongoing team training, enhancing overall surgical safety and reducing patient risks.
Operational Efficiency: Initiated and managed hospital-wide improvements, reducing surgical waitlists by 60% and optimizing resource allocation. Involved in financial administration and led strategic planning efforts, including the annual budget process and the creation of a 5-year strategic plan, which significantly enhanced operational efficiency and resource management.
Maternal Waiting Area Project: I co-founded and led this initiative during the COVID-19 pandemic, which increased safe deliveries and improved newborn health outcomes by 30%. Implemented enhanced prenatal care and timely interventions, positively impacting maternal and infant health.

a. Osebo C. Enhancing the Ethiopian Surgical Services Qualities. Invited speaker at the National Surgical Symposium Day, Hargelle Hospital, Ethiopia, 2018.
b. Osebo C. Saving Lives Through Safe Surgery Program. Invited speaker at the Safe Surgery Conference, Ministry of Health, Ethiopia, 2020.
c. Osebo, C. Lessons from Hargele Hospital Maternal Waiting Area Project for Improved Deliveries During COVID-19. Invited Speaker at the Zero Maternal Death Tolerance Conference, Ethiopia, 2019.
4: Surgical Care Coverage in Ethiopia: I evaluated Ethiopia’s surgical capacity in light of the Global Surgery 2030 plan, identifying significant progress as well as persistent gaps. While advancements have been made in surgical services, challenges remain, particularly in enhancing infrastructure, expanding services, and strengthening the surgical workforce. This work has contributed to a deeper understanding of surgical infrastructure and service delivery in Ethiopian resource-limited settings and has been shared through various publications and presentations.
a. Osebo C, Grushka J, Deckelbaum D, Razek T(2024). Assessing Ethiopia's Surgical Capacity in Light of Global Surgery 2030 Initiatives: Is There Progress in the Past Decade? Surg Open Sci. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sopen.2024.03.015.
b. Osebo C, Razek T, Grushka J, Deckelbaum D. Ethiopia’s Surgical Capacity. Presented at Bethune Round Table, Global Surgery Conference, Toronto, Canada, 2022.
5: Teaching/Mentoring: Education plays a critical role in advancing global health. I have been deeply involved in enhancing teaching and mentoring, along with conducting impactful research and training. Certified by the United Nations for the Trauma and Disaster Team Response Course, I trained over 25 healthcare providers at the Muhimbili Orthopedic Institute (MOI) in Tanzania, which enhanced clinicians' skills and resulted in a 40% improvement in patient outcomes. This training received 95% positive feedback, underscoring its effectiveness in advancing patient care skills. Additionally, I have mentored junior PhD, MSc, and undergraduate students at McGill University, earning a 4.8/5 rating for my mentoring, which reflects the positive impact of my guidance on their academic and professional development. At Eastern Africa International College, I taught surgical-medical courses to nursing students, with 73% achieving an “A” grade, demonstrating the success of my teaching approach. These efforts have significantly enhanced the skills of healthcare providers and students, contributing to better patient care and educational outcomes, and reflect my commitment to advancing global healthcare through education.

a. Osebo C, Razek T, Deckelbaum D, Grushka J, Khwaja K, Fazlollahi A, et al (2024). Enhancing trauma care through innovative trauma and disaster team response training: A blended learning approach in Tanzania. World J Surg. https://doi.org/10.1002/wjs.12198
b. Osebo C, Deckelbaum D, Grushka J, Razek T(2023). Empowering Healthcare Providers through Education: Is the Primary Trauma Care Course Impactful in Sub-Saharan Africa? — A Literature Review. Injury.
6: Innovations in Global Surgery: Through my doctoral research at McGill University, I made significant advancements in global surgery within the broader context of global health by addressing the challenge of unstructured data infrastructures in resource-limited settings. I developed and implemented a cost-effective, web-based trauma and operating theaters database at the Muhimbili Orthopedic Institute (MOI) in Tanzania. This system eliminated data entry errors, improved data accuracy by 95%, and reduced data availability time from 48 hours to under 1 hour. Capturing over 10,000 patient records since July 2023, the database led to substantial improvements in trauma care and policies in surgical care. Its real-time data analysis identified gaps in care and supported targeted educational initiatives, highlighting its impact on healthcare systems. The database now serves as the official platform for trauma and operating theater data at MOI and has expanded to five additional hospitals, demonstrating its scalability and influence on policy. Additionally, at McGill, I supported a randomized controlled trial on the Enhanced Recovery After Surgery (ERAS) protocol for abdominal trauma, ensuring regulatory compliance. I am also a peer reviewer for Signa Vitae Journal, where I review manuscripts on clinical and global health topics to advance services.
a. Osebo C, Razek T, Deckelbaum D, Grushka J, Khwaja K, Fazlollahi A et al (2024). Impacting Trauma Care in Resource-Limited Settings: Lessons Learned from Tanzania's Web-Based Trauma Registry Initiatives. World J Surg. https://doi.org/10.1002/wjs.12333
b. Osebo C, Razek T, Grushka J, Deckelbaum D, Khwaja K, Muthali V, et al (2024). Digitizing Operating Theater Data in Resource-Limited Settings: Understanding Surgical Care Delivery Post-implementation at Tanzanian Referral Hospital. World J Surg. http://doi.org/10.1002/wjs.12239.
c. Osebo C, Razek T, Grushka J, Deckelbaum D, Muthali V, Bonfice R. Translating Research into Action: Innovation in Global Surgery. Invited Speaker, Montreal, 2024.
d. Osebo C, Razek T, Grushka J, Deckelbaum D, Muthali V, Bonfice R. Impacting Injury Care in Tanzania. Presented at the Consortium of Universities for Global Health (CUGH) Conference, Los Angeles, 2024.
e. Osebo C, Razek T, Grushka J, Deckelbaum D, Muthali V, Bonfice R. Enhancing Trauma Care through Digitized Trauma Registry. Presented at McGill University Annual Global Health Night. Montreal, 2023.
Complete Lists of My Publications and Presentations: 
D Scholastic Performance
	YEAR
	                           COURSE TITLE
	GRADE

	                              WOLAITA SODO UNIVERSITY

	2009
	Health Ethics and Legal Medicine
	A

	2009
	Disaster Prevention and Preparedness
	C

	2009   
	Epidemiology
	C

	2011
	Essential Operative Skills
	B

	2013
	Research Methodology
	A

	2014
	Biostatistics
	A

	2014
	Emergency Oby/Gyn & Clinical Practice 
	A-

	2014
	Emergency General Surgery & Clinical Practice
	A

	2014 
	Emergency Medicine
	B

	2015
	Anesthesia
	A

	2016/17
	Operative Oby/Gyn Clinical Practice 
	A-

	2016/17
	Operative Surgery Clinical Practice
	B+

	Grading System:
	A+ & A = 4, A- = 3.75, B+ = 3.5, B = 3, B- = 2.75, C+ = 2.5, C = 2
	

	
	
	

	
	MCGILL UNIVERSITY
	

	2021
	Biomedical Research Innovation
	B

	2021
	Statistics for Surgical Research
	B+

	2022
	Knowledge Management
	A

	2022
	Surgical Outcome Research Foundation
	A-

	2022
	Teaching and Learning in Higher Education
	A

	Grading System:
	A+ & A = 4, A- = 3.7, B+ = 3.3, B = 3, B- = 2.7, C+ = 2.3, C = 2  
	

	
	
	



