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A. Personal Statement 
 
I am the new Director of Autopsy at Stanford University as of November 1, 2021 and will be creating a new rapid 
autopsy program here. As the Director of the Johns Hopkins Division of Autopsy as well as the Legacy Gift Rapid 
Research Autopsy program for the past six years, I have had extensive experience in both the clinical and 
research aspects of routine medical autopsy and rapid autopsy and have performed nearly 1100 autopsies.  My 
research includes projects exploring physician and family attitudes towards autopsy and the utilization of rapid 
autopsy tissue in characterizing cancer evolution from genetic and immunologic standpoints. I personally have 
performed over 120 rapid autopsies, supporting collaborations with researchers for all organ systems, including 
melanoma, sarcomas, and cancers of the pancreas, prostate, kidney, ovary, and various neurologic neoplasms 
as well as scleroderma and genetic disorders.  I have also had six years of experience at the faculty level as a 
general surgical pathologist and am qualified to provide gross and microscopic images and slide evaluation from 
tissues obtained during research cases.  I personally performed initial COVID autopsies and developed protocols 
for performing them at JHH.  The service performed 59 COVID autopsies during my tenure and I collaborated 
with 12 research groups for Sars-CoV-2 study. 
 
Ongoing and recently completed projects that I would like to highlight include: 
 

The Sol Goldman Pancreatic Research Center Grant, JHU.   

PI: Jody Hooper, MD 

Dates: 01/01/2019 – 12/31/2020 

This grant provided funds for salary support for a new Pathology Instructor beginning in July as well as 

supplies and a contribution to costs of transportation for autopsy patients who died outside of the hospital 

setting.  

 

Cancer Clinical Core Support Grant, NIH/NCI, JHU 
P30CA006973 



PI: William Nelson, MD, PhD 

Dates: 10/2017-continuing (left JHH 2021)    

Role: Director, Rapid Autopsy Program Core with 20% salary support 

Support for Rapid Autopsy Cancer Core, used for personnel including Study Coordinator 

 
B. Positions, Scientific Appointments, and Honors 
 
Positions and Scientific Appointments 
 
2021 Associate Professor of Pathology, Stanford University (pending administrative approval) 

2021 Director of Autopsy, Stanford University 

2018-2021   Associate Professor of Pathology, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. 

2016-2019, Chair, Autopsy Committee, College of American Pathologists. 

2015–2021 Director of Autopsy and of the Legacy Gift Rapid Autopsy Program, Johns Hopkins University 

School of Medicine. 

2014-2018 Assistant Professor of Pathology, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. 

2014–2015 Deputy Director of Autopsy, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. 

2014-2016 Vice Chair, Autopsy Committee, College of American Pathologists. 

2014  President, Executive Board, Oregon Pathologist Association. 

2011-2014 Associate Medical Director of Autopsy, Oregon Health and Science University, Portland, OR. 

2010-2014 Assistant Professor of Pathology, Oregon Health and Science University, Portland, OR. 

2011-2014  Member, Autopsy Committee, College of American Pathologists. 

2009-2014  Liaison from Oregon Pathologist Association to Oregon Medical Association. 

2008-2010 Instructor of Pathology, Oregon Health and Science University, Portland, OR. 

2003-present  Member, United States and Canadian Academy of Pathology. 

2003-present  Member, College of American Pathologists. 

2001-2003  General Medical Officer including Division Officer Acute Care Area (2002-2003), 

Lieutenant/Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy Medical Corps (active duty), Branch Medical Clinic, Naval Air 

Station North Island, San Diego CA. 

1999-2001 Medical Department Head, Lieutenant, U.S. Navy Medical Corps (active duty), San Diego based 

USS COMSTOCK (LSD 45) CA. 

 

Honors 

2015 Grover M. Hutchins Award, JHU. 

2012 Portland Monthly Top Doctors Award, OHSU. 

2001 Naval Commendation Medal for service aboard USS COMSTOCK, US Navy. 

1993 Phi Beta Kappa, UVa. 

1992 Alpha Omega Alpha Medical Honor Society, UVa. 

 

C. Contributions to Science 

1. The autopsy is now gaining in prominence in an increasingly outcome based medical system, particularly in 

the areas of diagnostic discrepancies and quality control and is being rediscovered as a tool for research.  

Autopsy offers unique opportunities for investigation.  The Johns Hopkins Autopsy Division not only 

collaborated on tissue procurement for 10-15 different research groups and several other cooperating 

institutions, but also participated in a unique study at JHU evaluating tissue damage due to intubation.  I have 

acted as an advocate for the autopsy as the Chair of the National College of American Pathologists Autopsy 

Committee, have written numerous educational autopsy cases published by that organization, participated in 

developing the CAP’s Autopsy Competency Dictionary webpage, and have made many presentations at the 

local and national levels on autopsy and its value. 
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2) “Rapid” autopsy means conducting a postmortem examination of a patient on an urgent basis (measured in 

hours) to collect tissue (mostly cancers) to support different types of research.  This activity allows for the 

investigation of large volumes of tumor tissue at a unique time point in the evolution of the tumor from a genetic 

and immunologic standpoint, when aggressive local and distant spread has occurred.  I expanded the Hopkins 

Rapid Autopsy Program to encompass all organ systems and many cooperating laboratories.  I have a number 

of personal research interests associated with my autopsy work, including how the time interval between death 

and collection (the PMI) affects the condition and research viability of the collected tissue, how valuable blood 

and tissue cultures behave after death, and how autopsy results affect clinical practice in an established 

information loop.  I am also the co-editor of a book about autopsy practice and policy that includes the first two 

chapters on rapid research autopsy to appear in any book.  
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