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Lacey Chetcuti
Postdoctoral Scholar, Psychiatry

Bio

BIO

Dr. Chetcuti, Ph.D., is a postdoctoral academic researcher within Stanford University’s Autism and Developmental Disorders Research Program (https://

med.stanford.edu/autism.html) within the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences. She earned her doctoral degree from La Trobe University in Australia,

specializing in developmental psychopathology and psychometrics. Dr. Chetcuti's research primarily focuses on advancing the measurement and characterization of

individual differences in social-affective functioning in individuals with autism and other psychiatric conditions. Her work takes a lifespan perspective, acknowledging

the dynamic nature of behavior across different life stages and its interaction with the environment. Dr. Chetcuti has actively collaborated with leading researchers

in the United States, Europe, and Australia, contributing to the development of early developmental interventions to enhance functional social-affective outcomes

while also analyzing individual difference factors that predict variable response to such approaches. Dr. Chetcuti possesses expertise in advanced statistical modeling

techniques and is a core member of the newly-established Program for Psychometrics and Measurement-Based Care (https://med.stanford.edu/sppmc.html), dedicated

to bridging the gap between the science of measurement development and clinical practice.

HONORS AND AWARDS

• Honorary Research Associate, Telethon Kids Institute, Perth, Australia (2023 - Present)

BOARDS, ADVISORY COMMITTEES, PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

• Member, Temperament Consortium (2021 - present)

• Organizing Committee, Bay Area Autism Consortium (BAAC) (2023 - present)

• Member, Australasian Society for Autism Research (ASfAR) (2017 - present)

• Member, International Society for Autism Research (INSAR) (2016 - present)

PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION

• Doctor of Philosophy, La Trobe University (2021)

• Bachelor (Undeclared), La Trobe University (2015)

• Bachelor of Psychology (Honors), La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia (2015)

• Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D), La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia (2021)

STANFORD ADVISORS

• Antonio Hardan, Postdoctoral Faculty Sponsor
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Research & Scholarship

RESEARCH INTERESTS

• Adolescence

• Assessment, Testing and Measurement

• Child Development

• Early Childhood

• Psychology

• Social and Emotional Learning

Publications

PUBLICATIONS

• Asperger syndrome and clinical heterogeneity: Reflections on the past, present, and future. Developmental medicine and child neurology

Uljarevi#, M., Frazier, T. W., Chetcuti, L.

2023

• Categorical versus dimensional structure of autism spectrum disorder: A multi-method investigation. JCPP advances

Frazier, T. W., Chetcuti, L., Al-Shaban, F. A., Haslam, N., Ghazal, I., Klingemier, E. W., Aldosari, M., Whitehouse, A. J., Youngstrom, E. A., Hardan, A. Y.,
Uljarevic, M.

2023; 3 (2): e12142

• Brief Report: Discrete Effortful Control Skills Moderate Relations Between Childhood Behavioural Inhibition and Mental Health Difficulties in Autistic
Youth. Journal of autism and developmental disorders

Chetcuti, L., Richdale, A. L., Haschek, A., Uljarevi#, M., Lawson, L. P.

2023; 53 (1): 489-494

• Continuity of temperament subgroup classifications from infancy to toddlerhood in the context of early autism traits. Autism research : official journal of
the International Society for Autism Research

Chetcuti, L., Uljarevic, M., Varcin, K. J., Boutrus, M., Dimov, S., Pillar, S., Barbaro, J., Dissanayake, C., Green, J., Whitehouse, A. J., Hudry, K., AICES Team

2022

• Caregiver Psychological Distress Predicts Temperament and Social-Emotional Outcomes in Infants with Autism Traits. Research on child and adolescent
psychopathology

Chetcuti, L., Uljarevic, M., Varcin, K. J., Boutrus, M., Pillar, S., Dimov, S., Barbaro, J., Dissanayake, C., Green, J., Wan, M. W., Segal, L., Slonims, V.,
Whitehouse, et al

2021

• Temperament in individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder: A systematic review. Clinical psychology review

Chetcuti, L. n., Uljarevi#, M. n., Ellis-Davies, K. n., Hardan, A. Y., Whitehouse, A. J., Hedley, D. n., Putnam, S. n., Hudry, K. n., Prior, M. R.

2021; 85: 101984

• Parental Imitations and Expansions of Child Language Predict Later Language Outcomes of Autistic Preschoolers. Journal of autism and developmental
disorders

Smith, J., Sulek, R., Van Der Wert, K., Cincotta-Lee, O., Green, C. C., Bent, C. A., Chetcuti, L., Hudry, K.

2023; 53 (11): 4107-4120

• The impact of sleep quality, fatigue and social well-being on depressive symptomatology in autistic older adolescents and young adults. Autism research :
official journal of the International Society for Autism Research

Richdale, A. L., Chetcuti, L., Hayward, S. M., Abdullahi, I., Morris, E. M., Lawson, L. P.

2023; 16 (4): 817-830

• Caregiver sensitivity predicts infant language use, and infant language complexity predicts caregiver language complexity, in the context of possible
emerging autism. Autism research : official journal of the International Society for Autism Research

Smith, J., Chetcuti, L., Kennedy, L., Varcin, K. J., Slonims, V., Bent, C. A., Green, J., Iacono, T., Pillar, S., Taylor, C., Wan, M. W., Whitehouse, A. J., Hudry, et al
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2023; 16 (4): 745-756

• The Utility of Natural Language Samples for Assessing Communication and Language in Infants Referred with Early Signs of Autism. Research on child
and adolescent psychopathology

Hudry, K., Smith, J., Pillar, S., Varcin, K. J., Bent, C. A., Boutrus, M., Chetcuti, L., Clark, A., Dissanayake, C., Iacono, T., Kennedy, L., Lant, A., Robinson Lake,
et al

2023; 51 (4): 529-539

• Relative predictive utility of the original and Autism-Specific Five-Minute Speech Samples for child behaviour problems in autistic preschoolers: A
preliminary study. Autism : the international journal of research and practice

Smith, J., Sulek, R., Green, C. C., Bent, C. A., Chetcuti, L., Bridie, L., Benson, P. R., Barnes, J., Hudry, K.

2022; 26 (5): 1188-1200

• Effect of Preemptive Intervention on Developmental Outcomes Among Infants Showing Early Signs of Autism: A Randomized Clinical Trial of Outcomes
to Diagnosis. JAMA pediatrics

Whitehouse, A. J., Varcin, K. J., Pillar, S., Billingham, W., Alvares, G. A., Barbaro, J., Bent, C. A., Blenkley, D., Boutrus, M., Chee, A., Chetcuti, L., Clark, A.,
Davidson, et al

2021; 175 (11): e213298

• The course and prognostic capability of motor difficulties in infants showing early signs of autism. Autism research : official journal of the International
Society for Autism Research

Licari, M. K., Varcin, K., Hudry, K., Leonard, H. C., Alvares, G. A., Pillar, S. V., Stevenson, P. G., Cooper, M. N., Whitehouse, A. J.

2021; 14 (8): 1759-1768

• Performance of the Autism Observation Scale for Infants with community-ascertained infants showing early signs of autism. Autism : the international
journal of research and practice

Hudry, K., Chetcuti, L., Boutrus, M., Pillar, S., Baker, E. K., Dimov, S., Barbaro, J., Green, J., Whitehouse, A. J., Varcin, K. J.

2021; 25 (2): 490-501

• Differential predictors of well-being versus mental health among parents of pre-schoolers with autism. Autism : the international journal of research and
practice

Green, C. C., Smith, J., Bent, C. A., Chetcuti, L., Sulek, R., Uljarevic, M., Hudry, K.

2021: 1362361320984315

• Subgroups of Temperament Associated with Social-Emotional Difficulties in Infants with Early Signs of Autism. Autism research : official journal of the
International Society for Autism Research

Chetcuti, L., Uljarevi#, M., Varcin, K. J., Boutrus, M., Wan, M. W., Green, J., Iacono, T., Dissanayake, C., Whitehouse, A. J., Hudry, K.

2020; 13 (12): 2094-2101

• Motor functioning in developmental psychopathology: A review of autism as an example context. Research in developmental disabilities

Hudry, K., Chetcuti, L., Hocking, D. R.

2020; 105: 103739

• The Role of Negative Affectivity in Concurrent Relations Between Caregiver Psychological Distress and Social-Emotional Difficulties in Infants With
Early Signs of Autism. Autism research : official journal of the International Society for Autism Research

Chetcuti, L., Uljarevic, M., Varcin, K. J., Boutrus, M., Wan, M. W., Slonims, V., Green, J., Segal, L., Iacono, T., Dissanayake, C., Whitehouse, A. J., Hudry, K.,
AICES Team

2020

• Temperament predicts challenging behavior in children with autism spectrum disorder at age 5. Research in autism spectrum disorders

Korbut, S., Hedley, D., Chetcuti, L., Sahin, E., Nuske, H. J.

2020; 71

• Pre-emptive intervention versus treatment as usual for infants showing early behavioural risk signs of autism spectrum disorder: a single-blind,
randomised controlled trial. The Lancet. Child & adolescent health

Whitehouse, A. J., Varcin, K. J., Alvares, G. A., Barbaro, J., Bent, C., Boutrus, M., Chetcuti, L., Cooper, M. N., Clark, A., Davidson, E., Dimov, S., Dissanayake,
C., Doyle, et al

2019; 3 (9): 605-615

• Editorial Perspective: Furthering research on temperament in autism spectrum disorder. Journal of child psychology and psychiatry, and allied disciplines

Chetcuti, L., Uljarevic, M., Hudry, K.

2019; 60 (2): 225–28
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• Editorial Perspective: Furthering research on temperament in autism spectrum disorder JOURNAL OF CHILD PSYCHOLOGY AND PSYCHIATRY

Chetcuti, L., Uljarevic, M., Hudry, K.

2019; 60 (2): 225-228

• Object-directed imitation in autism spectrum disorder is differentially influenced by motoric task complexity, but not social contextual cues. Autism : the
international journal of research and practice

Chetcuti, L., Hudry, K., Grant, M., Vivanti, G.

2019; 23 (1): 199-211


