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Bio

BIO

Elliott M. Reichardt, from Calgary, Alberta, Canada, is pursuing a PhD in anthropology at Stanford School of Humanities and Sciences. Elliott’s dissertation research

examines aging, access to healthcare, and the economy in rural communities in sub-arctic Canada. Elliott graduated from the University of Calgary with a bachelor’s

degree in health sciences, and from the University of Cambridge with a master’s degree in health, medicine, and society. Elliott has broader scholarly interests on the

history and anthropology of global health. His work has been published in Medicine Anthropology Theory and Medical History.

Research & Scholarship

CURRENT RESEARCH AND SCHOLARLY INTERESTS

I am currently interested in the social production of optimistic futures, especially in global health projects. This means that I am interested in how governments, NGOs

and scientists describe and understand social problems in such a form as to allow them to be solvable through intervention. This description, therefore, allows these

agents to believe in the possibility of a desired future occurring. In constructing the possibility of a desirable future, these agents will often invoke specific styles or

forms of historical narratives that reconfigure past failures as understandable and resolvable. This process of generating belief through constructing the past constitutes

my topic of inquiry.

Previously, I have been interested in the emergence of global health in the Caribbean during the early 1900s as a distinct mode of practice, and its relationship to

statecraft. This research has drawn upon archival research from digitized archival resources as well records and diaries held at the Rockefeller Archive Center in Sleepy

Hollow, NY.

Publications

PUBLICATIONS

• "Mere guesswork": Clarifying the role of intelligence, mentality, and psychometric testing in the diagnosis of "mental defectives" for sterilization in
Alberta from 1929 to 1972. History of psychology

Reichardt, E. M., Stam, H. J., Tan-MacNeill, K.

2023

• 'To Awaken the Medical and Hygienic Conscience of the People': Cultivating Enlightened Citizenship through Free Public Healthcare in Haiti
from 1915-34. Medical history

Reichardt, E. M.

2020; 64 (1): 32-51

• Relocating obesity with multiauthor ethnography Medicine Anthropology Theory

Reichardt, E. M.
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