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Bio

BIO
Nate Persily is the James B. McClatchy Professor of Law at Stanford Law School and the Co-Director of the Stanford Law AI Initiative. He also holds

appointments in the departments of Political Science, Communication, and the Freeman Spogli Institute of International Studies. Professor Persily’s work

focuses on two distinct areas: the Law of Democracy and Governance of Technology. He is coauthor with Samuel Issacharoff, Pamela Karlan, Richard

Pildes and Franita Tolson of the casebook, The Law of Democracy (Foundation Press, 6th ed., 2020), which addresses issues such as voting rights,

political party regulation, campaign finance, redistricting, and election administration. He has served as a special master or court-appointed expert to

craft congressional or legislative districting plans for Georgia, Maryland, Connecticut, New Hampshire, New York, North Carolina, and Pennsylvania. He

also served as the nonpartisan Senior Research Director for the Presidential Commission on Election Administration. His current work, for which he has

been honored as a Guggenheim Fellow, Andrew Carnegie Fellow, and a Fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, examines

the governance of technology and technology’s impact on democracy. He is coeditor, with Joshua Tucker, of Social Media and Democracy: The State

of the Field and Prospects for Reform (Cambridge Press, 2020), and Artificial Intelligence, Politics, and Political Science (Cambridge Press, 2026). He

is also co-editor of the Digitalist Papers: Artificial Intelligence and Democracy in America (2024) with Erik Brynjolfsson, Alex Pentland and Condoleeza

Rice. Professor Persily cochairs the Presidential Task Force on Artificial Intelligence of the American Political Science Association. He is a member of

the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He received a B.A. and M.A. in political science from Yale (1992); a J.D. from Stanford (1998) where he

was President of the Stanford Law Review, and a Ph.D. in political science from U.C. Berkeley in 2002.

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
• Professor, Stanford Law School

• Senior Fellow, Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies

• Professor (By courtesy), Political Science

• Professor (By courtesy), Communication

• Faculty Affiliate, Institute for Human-Centered Artificial Intelligence (HAI)

Teaching

COURSES
2026-27

• Discussion (1L): Introduction to Election Law: LAW 242C (Aut)

• Discussion (1L): AI tools for Legal Practice: LAW 242Q (Aut)

• Discussion (1L): Free Speech and Internet Platforms: LAW 242V (Aut)
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• Governing Artificial Intelligence: Law, Policy, and Institutions: COMM 152A, COMM 252A, CS 283 (Aut)

• Governing Artificial Intelligence: Law, Policy, and Institutions: LAW 4052 (Aut)

• Governing Artificial Intelligence: Law, Policy, and Institutions: POLISCI 145B, POLISCI 445B (Aut)

• Law of Democracy: COMM 361 (Aut)

• Law of Democracy: LAW 7036 (Aut)

2025-26

• Discussion (1L): Introduction to Election Law: LAW 242C (Aut)

• Governing Artificial Intelligence: Law, Policy, and Institutions: COMM 152A, COMM 252A, CS 283, GLOBAL 245B, INTLPOL 245B (Aut)

• Governing Artificial Intelligence: Law, Policy, and Institutions: LAW 4052 (Aut)

• Governing Artificial Intelligence: Law, Policy, and Institutions: POLISCI 145B, POLISCI 445B (Aut)

• Introduction to Content Moderation: LAW 7141 (Aut)

• Law of Democracy: COMM 361 (Aut)

• Law of Democracy: INTLPOL 351 (Aut)

• Law of Democracy: LAW 7036 (Aut)

• Law of Democracy: POLISCI 327C (Aut)

2024-25

• Discussion (1L): Introduction to Election Law: LAW 242C (Aut)

• Governing Artificial Intelligence: Law, Policy, and Institutions: INTLPOL 245B (Spr)

• Governing Artificial Intelligence: Law, Policy, and Institutions: LAW 4052 (Spr)

• Law of Democracy: COMM 361 (Aut)

• Law of Democracy: LAW 7036 (Aut)

• Law of Democracy: POLISCI 327C (Aut)

• The First Amendment: Freedom of Speech and Press: COMM 151, COMM 251 (Win)

• The First Amendment: Freedom of Speech and Press: LAW 7084 (Win)

• The First Amendment: Freedom of Speech and Press: POLISCI 125P (Win)

2023-24

• Discussion (1L): Topics in Election Law: LAW 241U (Aut)

• Governance of the Internet: COMM 363 (Win)

• Governance of the Internet: LAW 4051 (Win)

• Law of Democracy: COMM 361 (Win)

• Law of Democracy: INTLPOL 351 (Win)

• Law of Democracy: LAW 7036 (Win)

• Law of Democracy: POLISCI 327C (Win)

STANFORD ADVISEES
Postdoctoral Research Mentor

Emily Van Duyn
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Publications

PUBLICATIONS

• Measuring receptivity to misinformation at scale on a social media platform. PNAS nexus
Tokita, C. K., Aslett, K., Godel, W. P., Sanderson, Z., Tucker, J. A., Nagler, J., Persily, N., Bonneau, R.
2024; 3 (10): pgae396

• ELECTION ADMINISTRATION AND THE RIGHT TO VOTE OUR NATION AT RISK
Persily, N.
edited by Greenberg, K. J., Zelizer, J. E.
2024: 191-215

• Online searches to evaluate misinformation can increase its perceived veracity. Nature
Aslett, K., Sanderson, Z., Godel, W., Persily, N., Nagler, J., Tucker, J. A.
2023

• Testing the Effect of Information on Discerning the Veracity of News in Real Time JOURNAL OF EXPERIMENTAL POLITICAL SCIENCE
Aslett, K., Sanderson, Z., Godel, W., Persily, N., Nagler, J., Bonneau, R., Tucker, J. A.
2023

• THE MIRACLE AND TRAGEDY OF THE 2020 US ELECTION JOURNAL OF DEMOCRACY
Persily, N., Stewart, C.
2021; 32 (2): 159-178

• A New Model for Industry-Academic Partnerships PS-POLITICAL SCIENCE & POLITICS
King, G., Persily, N.
2020; 53 (4): 703–9

• Social Media and Democracy The State of the Field, Prospects for Reform Introduction SOCIAL MEDIA AND DEMOCRACY: THE STATE OF
THE FIELD, PROSPECTS FOR REFORM
Persily, N., Tucker, J. A.
edited by Persily, N., Tucker, J. A.
2020: 1-9

• Conclusion: The Challenges and Opportunities for Social Media Research SOCIAL MEDIA AND DEMOCRACY: THE STATE OF THE FIELD,
PROSPECTS FOR REFORM
Persily, N., Tucker, J. A.
edited by Persily, N., Tucker, J. A.
2020: 313-331

• Math on trial. Science (New York, N.Y.)
Persily, N.
2019; 365 (6453): 523

• CAN DEMOCRACY SURVIVE THE INTERNET? JOURNAL OF DEMOCRACY
Persily, N.
2017; 28 (2): 63-76

• Revisiting Public Opinion on Voter Identification and Voter Fraud in an Era of Increasing Partisan Polarization STANFORD LAW REVIEW
Stewart, C., Ansolabehere, S., Persily, N.
2016; 68 (6): 1455-1489

• TESTING SHAW V. RENO: DO MAJORITY-MINORITY DISTRICTS CAUSE EXPRESSIVE HARMS? NEW YORK UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW
Ansolabehere, S., Persily, N.
2015; 90 (4): 1041-1065

• Counting on the census?: Race, group identity, and the evasion of politics. STANFORD LAW REVIEW
Persily, N., Skerry, P.

Page 3 of 4



Nathaniel Persily
http://cap.stanford.edu/profiles/Nathaniel_Persily/

2001; 53 (4): 1077-1113

• International extradition and the right to bail STANFORD JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW
Persily, N. A.
1998; 34 (2): 407-442
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