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Bio

BIO
Kevin DiPirro is a writer, theater-maker, and deviser who teaches at Stanford University. His performance works have been produced in New York,

Minneapolis, San Francisco, and at Stanford. These include: Through Shite to Shannon; Big Fun; An Ache in the Engine; Mobl’d Queens’s Good;

Rennaisance Play(ge); Hadleyburg; Feeld Play; and The Underworld. A graduate of Swarthmore, Berkeley, and SF State, he has been a Hewlett Fellow

for American Theatre magazine and has published digital scholarship in CCC. With his devised work, Kevin uses immersive participatory live story

engagements to create space for those in complex communities for re-experiencing the story—and themselves--as relational, reciprocal, and co-creative

beings. What stories might we tell communally with our own bodies and on this earth, that, to paraphrase Haraway, destabilize our own habituated

stories and retell them as other, more expansive, ones? How might human practices of food, music, storytelling, role-playing, movement, and ritual be

incorporated in live performance to activate such tellings, re-memberings, and re-tellings? Kevin’s most recent interests include exploring healing at the

intersections of these lively arts—writing, gardening, cooking, swimming, and hiking--locally. Kevin has two college-age kids and lives on the coast in

Pacifica, CA.

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
• Advanced Lecturer, Program in Writing and Rhetoric

HONORS AND AWARDS
• Major Grant Award - Digital Scholarly Article, Performance Issue, CCC Journal, Stanford Vice Provost of Undergraduate Education (2011)

• Grant Award Winner - Staging Hadleyburg Project, Stanford Institute for the Creative Arts (2010)

• Major Grant Award - Devised Theater Project, Stanford Institute for the Creative Arts (2009)

• William and Flora Hewlet Foundation Fellowship, American Theatre Magazine (2010-2012)

• Distinguished Lecturer of the Year, University of San Francisco (1996-97)

• High Honors, Swarthmore College (1988)

• Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Beta Kappa Society (1988)

PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION
• MFA, S.F. State , Creative Writing, Playwriting (2013)

• MA, U.C. Berkeley , English literature, Orality, Celtic Studies (1992)

• BA, School of Irish Studies , Irish literature, history and language (1986)

• BA, Swarthmore College , English literature, religion (1988)
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Research & Scholarship

CURRENT RESEARCH AND SCHOLARLY INTERESTS
I am a theater deviser who stages site-specific gatherings that connect people with a chosen place and through various modes of storytelling,

movement, ritual, food, and breakout stations utilize the experience of embodied inclusion in the live action story to activate immersive explorations into

the questions the performance piece asks. I've staged a contemporary live retelling of The Handless Maiden Tale in and among the spaces of Stanford's

Old Union, Nitery Theater, and Redwood picnic area. I've also staged a transhistorical dustbowl piece called Feeld Play at SF State. Most recently,

I have been developing solo projects that involved public processionals of inward-facing "pilgrims" in settings like the Stanford Quad, the Cantor's

Sequence, and the Golden Gate Bridge. My current work is adding art installations like tapestries or banners or hanging work that nestles in trees, or

sprouts up from the earth, or entwines with other plants in natural settings. I've completed a Fear/Love Yoko Ono-inspired bronze tagged ceanothus

bush, as well as the Golden Phoenix Simorgh bird made of spraypainted golden and orange bull rush seaweed from Clarissa Pinkola Estes' collected

story, The Conference of the Birds. I am interested in what kinds of processional and ritual engagements might be called up in these art-filled natural

spaces.

PROJECTS
• Three Bands - La Villetta

• Downslope Deck and Stairs - La Villetta

• Golden Simorgh amid Mountains and Valleys and Seven Pierced Heart Plant - La Villetta

Teaching

COURSES
2026-27

• Writing & Rhetoric 1: Digital Stories: Great Reads, Podcasts, and Instagram: PWR 1KDA (Spr)

• Writing & Rhetoric 2: The Stories We Tell: How Narratives Run the World: PWR 2KDC (Aut, Win)

2025-26

• Writing & Rhetoric 1: Digital Stories: Great Reads, Podcasts, and Instagram: PWR 1KDA (Spr)

• Writing & Rhetoric 2: The Stories We Tell: Restorying Possible Futures: PWR 2KDC (Aut, Win)

2024-25

• Writing & Rhetoric 1: Digital Stories: Great Reads, Podcasts, and Instagram: PWR 1KDA (Spr)

• Writing & Rhetoric 2: The Stories We Tell: Restorying Possible Futures: PWR 2KDC (Aut, Win)

2023-24

• Writing & Rhetoric 1: Digital Stories: Great Reads, Podcasts, and Instagram: PWR 1KDA (Aut)

• Writing & Rhetoric 2: The Stories We Tell: Restorying Possible Futures: PWR 2KDC (Win, Spr)

Publications

PUBLICATIONS

• Revising/Devising Student-Centered Performance College Composition and Communication
DiPirro, K.
2012; 1 (1)

• Beautiful Friendships American Theatre Magazine
DiPirro, K.
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2012

• Mamet and the 99 American Theatre Magazine
DiPirro, K.
2012

• The Aunt Lute Anthology of U.S. Women Writers

edited by DiPirro, K.
Aunt Lute Publishers.2008

• Big Fun, A Play
DiPirro, K.
Bay Area One Acts Publishers.
2005 ; Bay Area One Acts (4): 14

PRESENTATIONS
• ‘‘Creativity and the Consumptive Audience’’ , U.C. Santa Barbara (2001) - Interdisciplinary Conference, Writing as a Human Activity

• Reevaluating the Voices of Identity and Academy , CCCC, Chicago 2002 - Conference on College Composition and Communication

• Role-playing and the Representations of Race, CCCC, New York City, 2003 - Conference on College Composition and Communication

• ‘‘Open Mic Drama and Other Acts of Writing,’’ Northern California Writing Center Conference, Stanford University (2004) - Northern California Writing
Center Conference

• It’s All Right, It’s Okay, It’s Just Fine,’’ (Spoken Word Performance) Conference on College Composition and Communication, San Antonio (2004) -
CCCC

• ‘‘Dramatic Writing at Stanford,’’ Writing and Computers, Stanford University (2005) - Writing and Computers Conference

• ‘‘Audience, Rich Dimensionality, and Dramatic Writing,’’ Conference on College Composition and Communication, San Francisco (2005) - CCCC

• ‘‘Fucking A[gony]: The Dramatic Contexts of Race in Suzan-Lori Parks,’’ American Theatre in Higher Education Conference, San Francisco (2005) -
ATHE

• ‘‘Literal Last Frontiers: Summer Playwriting Residencies and Opportunities for New Pedagogies,’’ American Theatre in Higher Education Conference,
New Orleans (2007) - ATHE

• ‘‘Devising Writing on Site,’’ Conference on College Composition and Communication, San Francisco (2009) - CCCC

• “Creating ‘Revising/Devising Student-Centered Pedagogy/Performance’.” Stanford Itunes, School of Humanities and Sciences, Stanford University,
2011 - School of Humanities and Sciences, Stanford University

• “Interdisciplinarity in Local Contexts: Creating Performance.” ATHE, Chicago, 2011

• Time, Timing, and Spatial Relations in Digital Performances: The Scholarly Article Goes Online.” Panel Chair. American Theatre in Higher Education
conference, Chicago, 2011. - ATHE

• “Playing Around: A Devising Workshop.” Coordinator and co-leader. American Theatre in Higher Education Conference, Orlando, Florida, 2013 -
ATHE

• “Coding For Humans: A Writer’s Guide to the CS 181 Writing Assignment Sequence.” Guest Lecture. CS 181, “Computers, Ethics, and Public
Policy.” April 5, 2016 - Computer Science Department, Stanford University

• “Stanford University’s Writing Specialist Initiative: Engaging Differences within the Disciplines,” IWAC CONFERENCE, Writing Across Difference, Ann
Arbor, Michigan, June 23-25, 2016

• “Who/Where am I?: The Cosmic Rainbow Serpent.” June 2018, Stanford University - Stanford University

• “College Writing: What is it? What is it not?” San Jose State University, April, 2023 - College Writing Conference

• “Performing Sense-based, Embodied Ecological Re-Relatings,” Ecopoetics and Environmental Aesthetics Conference, London, UK July 2023 -
LABRC

• “Performing Self-Care as the Aesthetic Gardener,” Caring Futures: Contradictions, Transformation, and Revolutionary Possibilities Conference, Paris,
May 2024 - American University, Paris
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