Hyun Suk Park ### (she/her)

Assistant Professor of East Asian Languages and Cultures

Bio

BIO

My primary field of research is Korean literature and culture from the seventeenth through the nineteenth century. As a scholar of Korean literature both
in Korean and literary Sinitic (hanmun ##) by training, my research is deeply engaged with the East Asian cultural tradition. My research interests include
the intersections between literature and performance, the history of gender and sexuality, the comparative history of slavery, and the cultural history of

natural disasters in early modern East Asia and beyond.

My first book manuscript, Precarious Spectacle: Martial Courtesans, State Slavery, and the Ritual Production of Royal Authority in Choson Korea
(forthcoming; Harvard University Asia Center, 2027), explores the cultural production of government courtesans (kwan’gi ##) at the nexus of the studies
of slavery, gender, and performance in Korean literature. In this work, | illuminate how the spectacular performances of courtesans, offered in state
events, were involved in the constitution and reproduction of state power of Choson. | also examine how courtesan performances represent state power
as multivalent and unstable through the frequent incorporation of heterogeneous elements, as exemplified by martial entertainment offered by cross-

dressing courtesans.

I am currently in the process of designing a new research project that explores the same-sex intimacy created by the practice of letter writing between
the literati of Choson and Qing outside of diplomatic venues. | am also developing a long-term research project in environmental humanities that focuses
on climate disasters in seventeenth-century East Asia and explores the new methodologies of writing a literary and cultural history that considers climate

as an actant.

Before joining Stanford in 2025, | have taught at UCLA (2018-2025), Seoul National University (2016—2018), and UC Berkeley (2013-2016).

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

e Assistant Professor, East Asian Languages and Cultures

PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION

e Ph.D., University of Chicago , Korean and East Asian Literatures
® M.A,, Seoul National University , Classical Korean Literature

e B.A, Seoul National University , Korean Literature and English
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Hyun Suk Park ### (she/her)
http://cap.stanford.edu/profiles/Hyun Suk_Park/

Teaching

COURSES

2025-26

® Gender and Sexuality in East Asia: EALC 110, EALC 210 (Win)

® Ghosts, Zombies, and Cyborgs: More-Than-Humans in East Asian Literature: EALC 83N (Win)

® Proseminar in East Asian Humanities Ill: Gender and Performance in East Asia: EALC 203 (Spr)

STANFORD ADVISEES
Master's Program Advisor

Pushuai Wang

Publications

PUBLICATIONS

o Dedicating the Immortals’ Peach to Your Majesty: The Courtesan Performances for Lady Hyegyong in 1795 JOURNAL OF KOREAN
STUDIES

Park, H.
2025; 30 (2): 293-319
« Courtesans in Military Uniforms: Martial Spectacles by Cross-Dressing Courtesans of Uiju in the Late Choson Period JOURNAL OF
KOREAN STUDIES
Park, H.
2023; 28 (2)

o Temporarily for Your Majesty: Debates on Abolishing Courtesan Slavery in Choson Korea HARVARD JOURNAL OF ASIATIC STUDIES
Park, H.
2021; 81 (1-2): 203-226
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