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Bio

BIO
Rui (/ˈreɪ/) received her B.Sc. in Cognitive Neuroscience from Brown University, and her Ph.D. in Communication from the University of Pennsylvania.

She is interested in understanding how adolescents and young adults make social decisions in the context of psychological and neural development. Her

research focuses on social risk taking, or risk taking behaviors that bring social consequences. Some of the questions that her research tries to answer

include: what motivates people to take social risks, and how does social risk taking contribute to adolescent health and well-being?

STANFORD ADVISORS
• Jamil Zaki, Postdoctoral Faculty Sponsor

• Jamil Zaki, Postdoctoral Research Mentor

LINKS
• Personal webpage: http://www.rui-pei.net/

• Stanford Social Neuroscience Lab: https://ssnl.stanford.edu/

Publications

PUBLICATIONS

• Diminished valuation in the brain: how repeated exposure reduces health message engagement. Annals of behavioral medicine : a
publication of the Society of Behavioral Medicine
Liu, J., So, J., Pei, R.
2025; 59 (1)

• A neural signature of social support mitigates negative emotion. Scientific reports
Pei, R., Courtney, A. L., Ferguson, I., Brennan, C., Zaki, J.
2023; 13 (1): 17293

• Cultural Values Influence the Developmental Trajectory of Resistance to Social Influence Over the Course of Adolescence. Developmental
psychobiology
Pei, R., Kranzler, E., Falk, E. B.
2024; 66 (7): e22530

• Cultural influence on COVID-19 cognitions and growth speed: The role of collectivism SOCIAL AND PERSONALITY PSYCHOLOGY
COMPASS
Pei, R., Cosme, D., Andrews, M. E., Mattan, B. D., Carreras-Tartak, J., Falk, E. B.
2023

• Neural correlates associated with conformity in adolescent and young adult men. Developmental cognitive neuroscience
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Minich, M., Falk, E. B., Cooper, N., Cosme, D., Chan, H. Y., Pei, R., O'Donnell, M. B., Cascio, C. N.
2023; 60: 101215

• One dimensional approximations of neuronal dynamics reveal computational strategy. PLoS computational biology
Brennan, C., Aggarwal, A., Pei, R., Sussillo, D., Proekt, A.
2023; 19 (1): e1010784

• Evaluation of individual and ensemble probabilistic forecasts of COVID-19 mortality in the United States. Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences of the United States of America
Cramer, E. Y., Ray, E. L., Lopez, V. K., Bracher, J., Brennen, A., Castro Rivadeneira, A. J., Gerding, A., Gneiting, T., House, K. H., Huang, Y.,
Jayawardena, D., Kanji, A. H., Khandelwal, et al
2022; 119 (15): e2113561119
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