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Bio

BIO
Ziwei received her BE in biopharmaceutics at Beijing University of Chinese Medicine. She obtained her PhD in Nutritional Biology at UC Davis, where

she worked in the laboratory of Dr. Patricia Oteiza investigating the mechanisms involved in the beneficial effects of (-)-epicatechin on high-fat-induced

intestinal permeability and endotoxemia. She currently works as a postdoctoral fellow, establishing a platform to rapidly validate the functional impact of

genetic alterations in tumor cells and potential therapeutic targets in the stromal cells of primary tumors. She is as passionate about working in the lab as

she is about enjoying nature by doing outdoor activities like hiking, skiing, travelling, and trying out new foods.

PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION
• Ph.D., University of California, Davis , Nutritional Biology (2021)

• B.E., Beijing University of Chinese Medicine , Biopharmaceutics (2014)

STANFORD ADVISORS
• Everett Moding, Postdoctoral Faculty Sponsor

Research & Scholarship

CURRENT RESEARCH AND SCHOLARLY INTERESTS
My current work focuses on establishing preclinical platforms to rapidly validate the functional impact of genetic alterations in tumors using both cell and

genetically engineered mouse models. We hope this system can accelerate the discovery and translation of novel cancer therapies to patients.

Publications

PUBLICATIONS

• High throughput mutational characterization of the GPCR ligand C5a using yeast display and deep sequencing. Structure (London,
England : 1993)
Xu, Y., Thakkar, K., Guan, L., Miao, Y., Mehibel, M., Lee, R. B., Marciano, D., Viswanathan, V., Wang, Z., Wang, J., Ji, L., Cao, H., Petrakian, et al
2025

• Tegavivint triggers TECR-dependent nonapoptotic cancer cell death. Nature chemical biology
Leak, L., Wang, Z., Joseph, A. J., Johnson, B., Chan, A. A., Decosto, C. M., Magtanong, L., Ko, P. J., Lee, W. C., Ritho, J., Manukian, S., Millner, A.,
Chitkara, et al
2025

• A clinical drug candidate that triggers non-apoptotic cancer cell death. Research square
Dixon, S., Leak, L., Wang, Z., Lee, W. C., Johnson, B., Millner, A., Ko, P. J., Decosto, C., Magtanong, L., Ritho, J., Skouta, R., Atilla-Gokcumen, E.,
Myers, et al
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2025

• Evolutionary Pressures Shape Undifferentiated Pleomorphic Sarcoma Development and Radiotherapy Response. Cancer research
Blomain, E., Soudi, S., Wang, Z., Somani, A., Subramanian, A., Nouth, S. C., Oladipo, E., New, C., Kenney, D. E., Nemat-Gorgani, N., Kindler, T.,
Avedian, R. S., Steffner, et al
2025

• (-)-Epicatechin mitigates anxiety-related behavior in a mouse model of high fat diet-induced obesity. The Journal of nutritional biochemistry
Kang, J., Wang, Z., Cremonini, E., Gall, G. L., Pontifex, M. G., Muller, M., Vauzour, D., Oteiza, P. I.
2022: 109158

• A randomized placebo-controlled cross-over study on the effects of anthocyanins on inflammatory and metabolic responses to a high-fat
meal in healthy subjects. Redox biology
Cremonini, E., Daveri, E., Iglesias, D. E., Kang, J., Wang, Z., Gray, R., Mastaloudis, A., Kay, C. D., Hester, S. N., Wood, S. M., Fraga, C. G., Oteiza,
P. I.
2022; 51: 102273

• Faeces from malnourished colorectal cancer patients accelerate cancer progression. Clinical nutrition (Edinburgh, Scotland)
Chao, X., Lei, Z., Hongqin, L., Ziwei, W., Dechuan, L., Weidong, D., Lu, X., Haitao, C., Bo, Z., Haixing, J., Qinghua, Y.
2022; 41 (3): 632-644

• (-)-Epicatechin and the comorbidities of obesity. Archives of biochemistry and biophysics
Cremonini, E., Iglesias, D. E., Kang, J., Lombardo, G. E., Mostofinejad, Z., Wang, Z., Zhu, W., Oteiza, P. I.
2020; 690: 108505

• (-)-Epicatechin mitigates high fat diet-induced neuroinflammation and altered behavior in mice. Food & function
Kang, J., Wang, Z., Oteiza, P. I.
2020; 11 (6): 5065-5076

• (-)-Epicatechin and NADPH oxidase inhibitors prevent bile acid-induced Caco-2 monolayer permeabilization through ERK1/2
modulation. Redox biology
Wang, Z., Litterio, M. C., Müller, M., Vauzour, D., Oteiza, P. I.
2020; 28: 101360

• (-)-Epicatechin protects the intestinal barrier from high fat diet-induced permeabilization: Implications for steatosis and insulin
resistance. Redox biology
Cremonini, E., Wang, Z., Bettaieb, A., Adamo, A. M., Daveri, E., Mills, D. A., Kalanetra, K. M., Haj, F. G., Karakas, S., Oteiza, P. I.
2018; 14: 588-599
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